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REVIEWS

The Tunnel Through Time: A New Route for an 
Old London Journey. By Gillian Tindall. Chatto 
and Windus, 2016. Pp 320, figs, 13 maps. 
ISBN 978 0 701188 65 8. Price: £20.00 hb.

Philosophers debate whether time is linear 
or whether in some sense all events overlay 
each other. Gillian Tindall’s story of Lon-
don’s routes and places only very loosely 
follows paths of time or direction; instead, 
she shows us glimpses of countless moments 
in its history. On finishing this engaging 
scurry around historical routes and sites, the 
reader holds a picture in their head of the 
city at every time since considerable human 
settlement began, with events intertwining, 
folding back on themselves, and curling 
around into satisfying connections of places 
and people.

The Tunnel Through Time is based upon the 
still-in-progress Crossrail project, without 
trying to fully document it or its finds. 
Instead, it takes this huge scheme and the 
route it will create as a point from which to 
set off into unhindered explorations into 
the city’s past, present and future. Rather 
broader in defined scope than several of 
Tindall’s previous works, it does not attempt 
a comprehensive view of the project or 
route, which means that some key locations 
like Stepney and St Giles are fleshed out 
more thoroughly than others. However, the 
sense and scale of the new tunnel, as well as 
how this reflects on past routes and people, 
remains present throughout.

Tindall has been described as a master of 
‘miniaturist’ history, and this is certainly 
displayed here. She delves into the lives of 
individuals, from 12 year old messenger boy 
John Thomas Pocock, to luminaries like 
Dean John Colet and Lady Dudley, and even 
to antiquary Charles Roach Smith’s dead cat. 

Individual buildings and objects are carefully 
researched and illuminated. But as with the 
author’s earlier works, this book also zooms 
out considerably without over-generalising. 
It provides insight into the sweeps of change 
— population expansion, disease, indust-
rialisation, religious movements — which link 
and separate individuals and places.

The source material is sometimes almost 
bewilderingly wide-ranging, from poetic lines 
by Wordsworth to prosaic but illuminating 
inventories in 17th-century vestry accounts. 
The author draws from the writings of 
Thackeray, Dickens, Gissing and H G Wells, 
and shows her affection for and individual 
investment in the topic by dropping some 
personal anecdote into what is generally a 
very unselfconscious text. Useful and directly 
comparable maps are included which show 
the city’s changing spread and landmarks.

Some topics are visited repeatedly, such as 
the treatment of the mentally ill and outcast, 
the lack of a central focus of transport for 
London, the sense of division that routes can 
create, the vestiges of the past which survive 
unnoticed. The ebbs and flows, destruction 
and rebuilding, births and deaths of the city 
feature prominently. London’s expansion, 
helped by the new faster transport routes 
and forms of the 19th century, connects 
with the beginnings of the conservation 
movement. Mortality, both of humans and of 
places, pervades the book as it does many a 
history of London, though in this case one 
hits against it literally as well as figuratively 
through the archaeological finds of human 
remains at Charterhouse Square and 
Liverpool Street.

In her introduction, the author describes 
the book as making ‘figurative historical 
excavations’ (p 3), and real modern, historic 
and rumoured archaeological discoveries 
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are scattered throughout the text. The 
descriptions of bone skates from the frozen 
flooded playground of Moorfields, even 
of jars of pickles at the former Crosse and 
Blackwell store, bring recent hard evidence 
to bear on the plethora of written source 
material, and give an almost talismanic link 
to the individual people and groups the 
book draws us towards.

This work is circumspect about the impact 
of Crossrail on the city and its history. 
It notes that the project is necessarily 
destructive yet, by virtue of modern interests 
and statutory protections, exploratory and 
potentially protective. It is a huge project, 
a driving force of construction, yet it is 
having to be undertaken in pieces, taking 
account of and recording what is already 
there. And what is already there is London, a 
relatively unplanned, layered, eclectic city of 
endless hidden clues and references. Gillian 
Tindall’s book feels, with its lively wandering 
and countless surprising points of interest, 
like London itself, and like the necessarily 
non-systematic spirit of discovery which 
seizes those who are interested in its past.

Kathy Clark

Stepney Green: Moated Manor to City Farm. By 
David Sankey. Museum of London Arch-
aeology, Crossrail Archaeology Series 1, 
2015. Pp xi + 100, 96 figs. ISBN 978 1 907586 
31 6. Price: £10.00 pb.

The Thames Iron Works 1837—1912: A Major 
Shipbuilder on the Thames. By Daniel Harrison. 
Museum of London Archaeology, Crossrail 
Archaeology Series 2, 2015. Pp xiii + 114, 103 
figs. ISBN 978 1 907586 34 7. Price: £10.00 
pb.

The Changing Face of London: Historic Buildings 
and the Crossrail Route. By Richard Brown, 
Julian Munby, Andy Shelley and Kirsty Smith. 
Oxford Archaeology, Crossrail Archaeology 
Series 3, 2016. Pp xv + 136, 109 figs. ISBN 
978 0 904044 22 8 0. Price: £10.00 pb.

From Brunel to British Rail: The Railway 
Heritage of the Crossrail Route. By Andy Shelley 
with Richard Brown. Oxford Archaeology, 
Crossrail Archaeology Series 4, 2016. Pp 
xviii + 174, 131 figs. ISBN 978 0 904220 79 7. 
Price: £10.00 pb.

New Frontier: The Origins and Development of 
West London. By Richard Brown with Andy 
Shelley and Elizabeth Stafford. Oxford 
Archaeology, Crossrail Archaeology Series 
5, 2016. Pp xiv + 105, 97 figs. ISBN 978 0 
904220 80 3. Price: £10.00 pb.

Crosse and Blackwell 1830—1921: A British 
Food Manufacturer in London’s West End. By 
Nigel Jeffries with Lyn Blackmore and David 
Sorapure. Museum of London Archaeology, 
Crossrail Archaeology Series 6, 2016. Pp xi + 
100, 70 figs. ISBN 978 1 907586 37 8. Price: 
£10.00 pb.

Charterhouse Square: Black Death Cemetery and 
Carthusian Monastery, Meat Market and Suburb. 
By Sam Pfizenmaier. Museum of London 
Archaeology, Crossrail Archaeology Series 7, 
2016. Pp xv + 152, 93 figs, 33 tables. ISBN 
978 1 907586 41 5. Price: £10.00 pb.

Archaeology in London is done much 
better now than it used to be. Major infra-
structure projects such as Thameslink and 
Crossrail have a positive attitude to their 
archaeological responsibilities, accepting 
the need both to excavate and promptly 
to publish, at their expense, what is found 
on their development sites (in both cases, 
predominantly the stations). This series of 
publications by Crossrail will no doubt be 
used, as they should be, for public relations 
purposes; here they are reviewed for their 
archaeological and historical qualities.

The first seven volumes, under the general 
direction of the Crossrail archaeologist Jay 
Carver (having an archaeologist on the 
development team is also a recent welcome 
innovation), are uniform in design but 
produced by the archaeological units 
involved: principally Museum of London 
Archaeology (MOLA), Oxford Archaeology 
(OA) with Ramboll (the UK end of a large 
Danish engineering firm) and information 
from Pre-Construct Archaeology, Wessex 
Archaeology and Scott Wilson Ltd. Crossrail 
is setting up an online archive of all the 
reports.

The books are smallish and slim, attract-
ively designed (though I have a criticism of 
presentation of tables in one, see below). 
Each would have profited from having an 
index. The most concise way to describe 
them is to use the summaries in the books 



Reviews 333

and purpose of the Crossrail trenches, the 
slipways were timber structures of great size). 
The study places the Thames Iron Works in 
its context within 19th-century shipbuilding, 
and details some of its odder successes, such 
as providing parts for the special cylinder 
ship which brought Cleopatra’s needle to 
London in 1877 (though it broke loose in 
a storm in the Bay of Biscay and wandered 
round in the Atlantic for a period). The 
finances of the yard were always precarious, 
and it closed after a final perhaps over-
ambitious construction of a large battleship, 
HMS Thunderer, in 1912.

The first of the OA books is The Changing 
Face of London by Richard Brown, Julian 
Munby, Andy Shelley and Kirsty Smith, and 
is a catalogue and brief discussion of the 
many above-ground buildings affected, and 
usually demolished, by the project. Each of 
the volumes begins with a fulsome note by 
a relevant person of authority. In this case 
Malcolm Airs is allowed to comment that 
‘some of those buildings which have been 
sacrificed will be mourned by those who 
valued the delightful mixture of architectural 
styles and periods’ along the route. This is 
the nearest we get to criticism. At least two 
caught my eye, 148 Charing Cross Road with 
its spiral staircase, and the Art Deco block 
at Lindsey Street and Long Lane; both bit 
the dust. The most noteworthy casualty was 
11—12 Blomfield Street, with its staircase (on 
the cover) and the remains of a hydraulic 
lift, perhaps from the 1880s. The undoubted 
Crossrail improvements to life and business 
across London come at a cost.

From Brunel to British Rail, by Andy Shelley 
with Richard Brown, is a formidable piece 
of scholarship. It explores how to record 
complex engineering works and machinery 
on many sites, and wisely includes a glossary 
of the specialist building terms. It does 
not have a research agenda, but instead 
celebrates a collection of individually 
unremarkable buildings which nevertheless 
possess histories, some significant. One 
theme is how the Crossrail work uncovered 
evidence of previous railways. Stations 
have been reconfigured, bridges replaced 
and tracks realigned or rebuilt on a new 
gauge. Along the Crossrail route (the 
gazetteer which occupies a third of the 
book catalogues a large selection out of 157 

themselves. The four books by MOLA are 
reports on individual sites, whereas the three 
from OA and its associates are surveys of 
parts of the Crossrail line, or in one case all 
of it.

Stepney Green by David Sankey describes 
investigation of a late medieval and Tudor 
moated mansion, known from the 17th 
century as Worcester House, on Crossrail’s 
worksite at Stepney Green. The estate 
then passed into the hands of radical 
Nonconformists and a meeting house was 
built there. It was converted into a Baptist 
college in the early 19th century and other 
parts of the site included a Congregationalist 
church of 1841 and housing for dock 
workers. Accounts of older local residents 
about enduring the Blitz are included. 
Sankey’s account includes context numbers 
for the archaeological features: cesspit [254] 
and so on. The finds are equally given their 
full documentation. Parallels for objects 
are illustrated, so there is a tile floor from 
Greenwich and a tiled stove in Luther’s room 
at Wartburg Castle in Germany, to explain 
a fragment from the site. Intriguing items 
include aquatic beetles called water boatmen 
from the moat and good coverage of how the 
main surviving Tudor building, a gatehouse, 
was incorporated into the Baptist college of 
1810. Finds of black pepper and pumpkin 
seeds, apparently quoting Braudel, ‘indicate 
the remote reach of emergent capitalism’. 
Or somebody had a good dinner.

The Thames Iron Works by Daniel Harrison 
is different. All London sites, from the 
medieval period onwards, are blessed or 
cursed by a great abundance of documentary 
information, including maps, plans and views. 
Here there is a perhaps overlong introductory 
history, after which the archaeology appears 
on page 59 out of 114. The Thames Iron 
Works and Shipbuilding Company was one 
of the great private enterprises of Victorian 
times; it built and launched many warships 
for several countries from its slipways at the 
mouth of the Lea. Excavations at a site for 
Crossrail tunnelling machines on the Limmo 
Peninsula investigated the many phases of 
this yard, including engineering workshops, 
furnace, mast house and slipways which were 
designed so that the launched ship did not hit 
the opposing river bank too much (although 
investigation was constrained by the size 
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sites from Maidenhead to Ilford) historic 
buildings were adapted or removed; several 
items including a pedestrian bridge of 1892 
at Henley were transferred to museums. 
Highlights of archaeological recording 
include Paddington Station and many 
buildings at Old Oak Common (including 
air raid shelters). There is a brief study of 
the 19th-century provision of food to the 
capital (especially milk) and the work takes 
us to the present through Beeching, diesels 
and privatisation, with an outline of the 
history of the workforce as it changed in 
the 20th century. The recording includes 
a pioneering laser scan of buildings at Old 
Oak Common which I hope is more fully 
exploited in future publications.

In contrast, New Frontier: the Origins and 
Development of West London by Richard Brown 
with Andy Shelley and Elizabeth Stafford has 
a grand title but only scraps of evidence to 
report. Here is some of the background to 
the whole Crossrail project. Several small 
sites are described, but this time without 
context numbers; presumably they will be in 
the online archive reports. I beg to differ on 
a couple of points. The 12th-century rebel 
leader William FitzOsbert was beseiged in 
and smoked out of St Mary-le-Bow in the 
City, not St Mary le Bone (p 32). In the 18th 
century human sewage was not normally 
conducted from cesspits to drains beneath 
streets (p 62); these drains were for rainwater 
only, and though some private privies had 
connections to public drains, they were 
illegal and probably not common. A view 
by Thomas Shepherd is incorrectly dated. 
But along the way there are notable finds, 
such as Ice Age animal bones and truncated 
remains of a late 17th-century brick clamp, 
unique as far as I know in the archaeology 
of the period in London, revealed in Soho 
Square. It is perhaps optimistic to claim that 
a total of two Roman sherds from Tottenham 
Court Road suggests that people thereabouts 
‘were familiar with Mediterranean dining or 
social practices’. In this book there are no 
specialist reports; it is more of a popular 
account than the others.

Crosse and Blackwell 1830—1921 by Nigel 
Jeffries with Lyn Blackmore and David 
Sorapure is a study of buildings removed by 
the new Eastern Ticket Hall at Tottenham 
Court Road Station itself. It sets out to chart 

the history of the great Victorian enterprise 
which produced sauces, pickles, vinegar, 
jams and marmalades on a vast scale. In 
Edwardian times it had trade throughout 
the British Empire, via astute marketing, and 
became one of the largest food producing 
companies in the world. The main themes 
therefore are the industrialisation of food 
and how it is distributed. The company 
buildings between Soho Square and Charing 
Cross Road were recorded and excavated; 
a former cistern was found full of over 
13,000 pots or jars (2.9 tonnes) deposited 
in 1872—7; clean and unused, but without 
labels. The excavators (who recorded 
them all) claim this to be the largest single 
assemblage of pottery from London, and I 
will not deny it. The complementary survival 
of rich company records such as price lists 
for scores of product lines means detailed 
archaeological research into 19th-century 
technology can be undertaken, for instance 
into the increasingly effective stoppers which 
ensured air tightness and therefore longevity 
of the sauce. Crosse & Blackwell products 
filled the cupboards of Britain’s households 
and of many others around the globe.

Charterhouse Square by Sam Pfizenmaier is 
the longest of the site reports, in traditional 
style and the most satisfying. It profits from 
previous decades of MOLA work on the 
monasteries north-west of the City. The 
Square is known to be the site of one of two 
large emergency burial grounds established 
during the Black Death of 1348—9, and 25 
burials from three periods (one of the 15th 
century) were found in a circular grout shaft 
4.75m across. Other areas in the Square, 
including a shaft the size of a telephone 
box, were excavated along with the site 
of the Farringdon Station Eastern Ticket 
Hall. A section across the Faggeswell Brook, 
which originally elsewhere formed part of 
the City boundary and gardens of 16th- and 
17th-century houses along Long Lane were 
recorded. The Brook had been filled in with 
a range of interesting domestic rubbish and 
detritus probably from nearby Smithfield 
Market. There are a range of important 
scientific analyses such as the insect and 
plant remains from sediments in the Brook 
and the human remains. Samples from teeth 
were selected and analysed by specialists 
from the USA, Canada and three universities 
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in Britain; radiocarbon dating was supplied 
by Belfast. From this it can be established 
by DNA extraction that four individuals 
carried the Yersina pestis pathogen; and 
isotope analysis suggested that several of the 
group came from outside London, in two 
cases coming to the capital in childhood. 
There was also a range of skeletal traumas 
and a case of rickets. Unfortunately the 
information in the many tables is obscured by 
their presentation with a toned background, 
making reading difficult. Here design has 
overcome legibility.

These are only some of the highlights 
of an enterprising series produced with 
commendable speed. I trust that the online 
archive of reports will be fully compiled as 
intended (it wasn’t very large at the time of 
writing this review). When archaeological 
journals have long waiting lists of reports to 
publish (there is a lot of work going on at the 
moment), it is fine for a major infrastructure 
project like Crossrail to publish its own 
archaeology. These are bread and butter 
reports, doing the archaeological job. For 
this reason they are all recommended to 
readers and to other infrastructure projects.

John Schofield

An Early Roman Fort and Urban Development 
on Londinium’s Eastern Hill. By Lesley 
Dunwoodie, Chiz Harward and Ken Pitt. 
Museum of London Archaeology, Mono-
graph 65, 2015. Pp xvii + 263, 180 figs, 27 
tables, CD supplement. ISBN 978 1 907586 
32 3. Price: £30.00 hb.

The discovery on this site of a post-Boudican 
fort has been well-trailed, but its full 
publication is greatly to be welcomed. In this 
monograph series we are provided with a 
detailed report on the structures and finds 
from the excavation in a well-produced and 
carefully edited book that is easy to read and 
to use for reference. The quality of excavation 
and analysis were obviously very high on 
what was evidently a greatly truncated and 
difficult site that covered almost 1ha in a key 
part of the City’s eastern hill. The quality of 
the discussion is also exemplary, placing the 
site in a broader context and debating some 
key issues of interpretation admirably.

In brief, the sequence shows a tiny 

amount of prehistoric activity (p 13), then 
the development of roads and building 
fronting them in the pre-Boudican period 
(pp 14—38). This includes key evidence for 
the principal east—west road, as well as two 
north—south streets. It is a pity that the 
authors were writing before the publication 
of L M Wallace’s The Origin of Roman London 
(2014), as engagement with her synthesis 
would have added to their discussion of this 
important evidence. Following destruction 
in the Boudican revolt, a fort was laid out, 
using the east—west road as its northern limit 
(pp 39—78). This fort was fully in use for 
perhaps a decade, then retained, perhaps 
mothballed, until around ad 85. Around this 
period, the street system was reinstated, and 
civilian occupation revived, with large and 
in some cases quite sophisticated buildings 
constructed facing on to the street frontages 
(pp 79—118). Important evidence for 
industrial and commercial activity includes 
glass manufacture (pp 99, 108—9). The 
Hadrianic fire damaged the area and in its 
aftermath, perhaps around ad 150, a large 
masonry townhouse was built facing on to 
the east—west road (pp 119—52). In one of 
the cellar rooms of this building a hoard of 
43 gold aurei was found, dated to after ad 
173—4 (pp 123—4, 220—7). Intriguing details 
include the apparent presence of an adjacent 
tower, added in the 4th century ad, as well 
as a possible base for a monument nearby. 
For the most part problems of truncation 
mean that less can be learned about this 
townhouse than might have been hoped. 
This is disappointing given how few later 
Roman houses have been so fully examined 
in London. Despite the authors’ tentative 
suggestions about its ownership by officials 
(p 148), it is surely much more probable that 
it represents one of the British families who 
had made good as a result of Roman rule.

There is an enormous amount of interest 
in the results of these excavations, but it 
is the post-Boudican fort that will surely 
attract most attention. As noted above, the 
excavators’ discussion of this is good, but I 
would like to offer a few comments to carry 
the debate forward. First, we should note 
that the crucial foundation-date suggested 
(c.ad 63) is based on general assumptions 
about the aftermath of the revolt (pp 39, 
64—5), with the conclusion that London’s 
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reconstruction did not begin until about this 
date. One of the Bloomberg tablets (WT45) 
now shows that Londinium was functioning 
again by the date October ad 62, changing 
perceptions about the impact of the revolt, 
thus implying that the construction of 
the fort probably began earlier. Second, 
it is concluded that the initial function 
of the fort was to house a unit engaged in 
reconstructing the settlement. This view is 
based partly on the stated assumption (pp 
36, 64—5) that the army would necessarily 
have been responsible for the building of 
infrastructure and sophisticated engineering 
works. I doubt this, both on general grounds 
and now with the evidence from the 
Bloomberg tablets (see review below). These 
show what a sophisticated civil community 
occupied Londinium from an early date, so 
it seems strange to assume that traders well 
able to operate in the manner shown by these 
texts would have lacked the knowledge, skills 
and contacts to develop their own urban 
infrastructure. It might also be questioned 
whether, in the immediate aftermath of a 
revolt, the military would have had the re-
sources to rebuild in the manner envisaged.

It is also worth addressing the evidence for 
the nature of the fort. Citing evidence from 
some rather dated synthetic publications 
(pp 49—56, 67—73), the authors start from 
the assumption that Roman fort plans were 
highly standardised. This belief is no longer 
tenable for forts of this period, even where 
a distinctive military building type is seen as 
the horreum, Building 20 (p 53), its plan is 
difficult to parallel in detail in other forts. 
Despite the difficulties of the nature of the 
site and later truncation, it does seem pretty 
clear that this fort did not have anything like 
a standard layout, so the conclusion that it 
housed a cohort of 500 men (p 72) is very 
much open to question, especially as we have 
no evidence for barracks. Similarly with the 
new evidence from the Bloomberg tablets, 
an association with an attested Thracian 
unit (p 72) is made more doubtful since we 
now know of men from at least three other 
units present in Londinium at this time. On 
this basis, I think it is more likely that the 
fort acted in one of the other ways that the 
authors debate (pp 72—3), probably both as 
a temporary staging post for troops passing 
through, and also to house troops on de-

tachment to the governor or procurator. 
This may also provide an explanation for 
the high-status building materials noted 
from the excavation (p 55), if quarters for 
these administrators were also within the 
compound.

What will be clear from this brief review is 
that this report is of fundamental importance 
for our understanding of Roman London, so 
all the contributors deserve our warm thanks 
for bringing it to publication.

Martin Millett

Glass Working on the Margins of Roman London: 
Excavations at 35 Basinghall Street, City of 
London, 2005. By Angela Wardle with Ian 
Freestone, Malcolm McKenzie and John 
Shepherd. Museum of London Archaeology, 
Monograph 70, 2015. Pp xvi + 168, 163 figs, 
23 tables. ISBN 978 1 907586 33 0. Price: 
£25.00 hb.

Understanding the role of glass as a material 
and a range of products in the Roman 
world has changed profoundly over the last 
quarter century or so. For a long time it was 
seen as a relatively rare and thus prestigious 
material produced at a relatively (compared 
to pottery) restricted number of sites. 
Recent research on glass from excavated 
sites has shown that it was in fact much 
more common than has been appreciated. 
Important factors obscuring its frequency 
included the severe degree of fragmentation 
of much glass from occupation sites and the 
fact that broken glass could be recovered as 
cullet to be reprocessed into new glass. In 
parallel with the developing appreciation of 
the high levels of incidence of glass vessels 
has been the discovery that evidence for 
glass working is much more widely spread 
than was thought. It is to the latter topic that 
this report makes a major contribution.

The site lay not far south of the line of the 
3rd-century ad northern city wall in the area 
of rivulets and marshy ground at the head of 
the Walbrook valley, east of the Cripplegate 
fort and north of the amphitheatre, so 
from the 2nd century ad was no longer as 
marginal as before. The structural sequence 
of ditches and simple timber structures 
were concentrated in the 2nd century ad, 
with evidence for only sporadic activities 
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thereafter. So far so unexciting. What does 
excite interest is the evidence for a short 
phase when somewhere close to the site a 
glasshouse was established to produce vessel 
and window glass. This evidence included 
some tank metal (cooled blocks of the 
molten glass from a furnace) along with over 
70kg of cullet. In addition there were clay 
objects related to the furnace/s and waste 
from the processes of glass-blowing such 
as moils (the ‘offcuts’ from detaching the 
vessel from the blowing-iron), pontil scars, 
or threads and trails from manipulating the 
molten glass. Such diagnostic material and 
in some quantity promoted a programme 
of research on the processes involved at 
Basinghall Street, here laid out in detail.

Visual inspection showed that the bulk 
of the glass was slightly coloured blue/
green, a result of the presence of iron in 
the sand. But there were also clear glasses 
and a small quantity of colours other than 
blue/green. A programme of analyses of the 
glass, particularly trace elements, by Ian 
Freestone yielded important results on the 
technology and provenance of the glass. The 
clear glass was produced by the addition of 
‘decolorisers’, antimony or manganese or 
the two in combination. More important 
for understanding the industry were the 
results of analyses to determine where the 
sand/s (silica) used for the glass may have 
come from. Isotopic analysis of Neodymium 
(Nd) and Strontium (Sr) ruled out an 
origin in Britain or neighbouring areas of 
the Continent and pointed instead at the 
south-east Mediterranean, the area cited by 
Roman authors such as Pliny the Elder as the 
source for such sands. This suggests that the 
raw glass used here originated in that part of 
the empire and was brought to London in 
the form of blocks of glass, with differences 
in the isotopic signatures suggesting that 
the decoloured glass was not from the same 
place as the blue/green.

This evidence and considerations such as 
the seemingly short life of the glasshouse or 
the quantities of cullet allow a fascinating 
attempt at reconstructing the history of and 
people involved in this manufactory. By the 
mid-2nd century ad the area of the upper 
Walbrook was already home to a range of 
industries, several such as metalworking 
and pottery production involving the use 

of high temperatures. Though there had 
intermittently been glass working earlier 
on in Roman London and there is other 
evidence for 2nd-century ad glass working 
from sites in this part of London, the 
Basinghall Street workshop seems to be 
created ex nihilo. Given the Mediterranean 
origins of raw glass, was the same true of 
the glassworkers? The quantities of cullet 
suggest systematic collection from further 
afield than the immediate locality; were 
there, therefore, in Britain members of that 
(decidedly infra dig) class of person who 
sought out such material, attested at Rome 
by Martial? The industry seems to have been 
short-lived; a transitory episode or up to a 
generation at most? The end was probably 
due to the glass furnace rupturing and rather 
than constructing a new one the glassworkers 
decamped elsewhere. This coincides with 
major changes to the upper Walbrook area, 
perhaps consequent upon the construction of 
the city walls and the probable abandonment 
of the Cripplegate fort, the military being 
suggested as a major market for the glass. 
Thereafter there is much less evidence for 
glass working at London than there had been 
for the 2nd century ad.

This report shows how an otherwise un-
remarkable excavation can yield particular 
evidence that allows a wide-ranging and im-
portant consideration of a particular aspect 
of the past. The combination of excavators, 
glass-specialists and scientific analysts has 
permitted a piece of research that has im-
plications for Roman London and its long-
distance contacts, and is also an important 
contribution to our understanding of a major 
Roman industry at an empire-wide level.

Simon Esmonde Cleary

Temples and Suburbs: Excavations at Tabard 
Square, Southwark. By Douglas Killock with 
John Shepherd, James Gerrard, Kevin Hay-
ward, Kevin Rielly and Victoria Ridgeway. 
Pre-Construct Archaeology Monograph 18, 
2015. Pp xvi + 348, 170 figs, 54 tables. ISBN 
978 0 992667 25 2. Price: £27.00 hb.

At over 1ha in extent the Tabard Square 
excavations comprised one of the largest 
single areas ever excavated under modern 
conditions in Southwark. The Roman period 
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deposits had been seriously compromised 
by later, largely modern, intrusions which 
left the stratigraphy badly fragmented 
and made the comprehension of plan and 
sequence difficult. The excavators and the 
various authors, led at all stages by Douglas 
Killock, are to be congratulated for salvaging 
as much as they have. Congratulations are 
also due to Pre-Construct Archaeology for 
making possible a volume with such high 
production values in the clarity of the layout 
and the consistent use of colour for plans 
and photographs. This publication was 
awarded The London Archaeological Prize 
for 2016 by London Archaeologist.

The site lay north-east of the junction 
of Watling Street with Stane Street and on 
the south side of the Neckinger Channel 
at its eastern end, more or less opposite 
the junction with the north—south Guy’s 
Channel, both tidal. It was thus well placed 
for both riverine and terrestrial routes. 
The area of the site included a south-east 
to north-west palaeochannel debouching 
into the Neckinger Channel, but by the 
start of the Roman period filled with peat. 
The earliest Roman activity took the form of 
quantities of timber posts and stakes driven 
into the southern edge of the palaeochannel 
at its north-western end. This activity was 
succeeded at the turn of the 1st and 2nd 
centuries ad by the dumping of material to 
level up the site, providing a dry platform. 
On to this was laid out a ditch, succeeded 
by a metalled road running north-eastwards 
to the shore of the tidal channel with 
timber buildings to either side, but more 
particularly to the north-west. The second 
half of the 2nd century ad saw all this swept 
away, the road in due course suppressed, 
and the area taken over as the precinct 
for two sanctuaries of ‘Romano-Celtic’ 
form within a ditched precinct. In the 
3rd century ad the area at the north-west 
end of the site was embellished with three 
substantial rectangular foundations, very 
possibly for statues or other monuments 
standing between the sanctuaries, possibly 
with a fountain. The precinct was then 
divided longitudinally in two, separating 
the areas of the sanctuaries. On this line 
was later constructed a substantial masonry 
foundation, whose plan recalls that of some 
of the monuments adorning the temple 

precinct at Bath. In the 4th century ad the 
southern sanctuary passed out of use and 
in the northern precinct was constructed a 
masonry structure in the form of a ‘winged 
corridor’, perhaps again a substantial 
architectural and/or sculptural composition. 
The disuse of the southern temple need 
not be read as ‘decline’, even less some 
sort of retraction of ‘paganism’, but rather 
as change, with the embellished northern 
sanctuary becoming dominant. The complex 
seems to have passed out of use in the first 
half of the 5th century ad.

Two finds from the site are already des-
ervedly well-known. One, from the ditch 
defining the religious precinct and depos-
ited in the later 2nd century ad, is the tin-
alloy canister containing the remains of a 
cosmetic based on animal fat with tin oxide, a 
pale foundation preparation. From the same 
ditch in the 3rd century ad came another 
similar but empty canister. The other major 
find was an inscription on marble set up by 
Tiberinus Celerianus, a moritix, a seafarer, 
from Beauvais in Gallia Belgica.

The general discussions seek to link the 
fortunes of Tabard Square to those of Roman 
London more generally, and are in general 
judicious and thought-provoking, adding 
considerably to the value of the publication. 
Perhaps more could have been made of the 
immediate setting of the temple complex. 
The reconstruction offered in Fig. 4.8 does 
make the point that the northern sanctuary 
stood close to and visible from the Neckinger 
Creek, the major water route. Was it the 
sanctuary of a fluvial or marine deity which 
might explain why a Gaulish moritix chose to 
set up his inscription in its vicinity? What of 
the relationship to Watling Street, only 100m 
or so to the north-west? Were one to turn 
the possible statues or monuments at the 
north-western end of the site through 180°, 
then rather than looking into the precinct 
they would face worshippers arriving from 
the major land route. Was there some sort 
of formal approach or processional way 
linking highway and religious precinct? The 
discussions also make the important point 
that for all the hundreds of excavations in 
and around the walled Roman city over the 
last nearly half century, there is remarkably 
little evidence for religious structures either 
north or south of the river; the Tabard 
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Square complex is in fact a key site. Finally, 
functions changed and buildings came and 
went on this peripheral site. The temple 
complex was an entirely Roman period 
creation, responding to the needs of that 
period and with no pre-Roman origins. 
The clearance of the site and its imposition 
into the landscape of Southwark suggest 
the exercise of a significant measure of 
authority. At the end of the Roman period 
the needs that created and sustained this 
sort of religious manifestation ceased, so 
therefore did the complex.

Simon Esmonde Cleary

Roman London’s First Voices. By Roger S O 
Tomlin. Museum of London Archaeology 
Monograph 72, 2016. Pp xv + 309, 144 figs, 
15 tables. ISBN 978 1 907586 40 8. Price: 
£32.00 hb.

This publication is of the archive of wooden 
writing tablets found during the excavations 
at Bloomberg Place. The excavations prior 
to develpment were carried out during the 
years 2010—14 by MOLA and the archive 
and their archaeological context are here 
published with commendable speed and in 
exemplary fashion by Roger Tomlin. In this 
task, Tomlin was assisted by no less than 20 
experts who dealt with technical aspects of 
the material, and this brief review, rather 
than attempting to cover everything dealt 
with by Tomlin and his contributors, will 
concentrate on the actual texts as elucidated 
by Tomlin himself. These are divided into two 
categories, Section 4 stylus tablets (pp 59—
275) and Section 5, ink tablets (pp 276—83).

Of these two categories, the stylus tablets 
are by far the more numerous. They took 
the form of small rectangles of wood a few 
millimetres thick, some dozen centimetres 
in length and half a dozen in width. Each 
tablet had a smooth outer face and inner 
surface that had been hollowed out leaving 
a raised border or rim and filled with wax. 
Pairs of tablets were then hinged together 
with loops of cord which passed through 
holes bored through the raised border to 
form what is technically known as a ‘diptych’ 
from the Greek for ‘two folders’. In use, the 
scribe wrote with a wooden or bronze stylus 
a few centimetres in length which he held 

like a pen and used to trace letters on to the 
inner waxed surface. The two leaves of the 
tablet were then closed together and a cord 
passed round them which could be tied and 
if desired sealed. If this were done the cord 
passed through holes in the sides of a small 
bronze seal box into which hot wax would 
be dropped which was then impressed with 
a signet ring. The name and address of the 
person for whom the tablet was intended 
could then be scored or written in ink on the 
external face. After use the writing could be 
erased using the blunt end of the stylus and 
tablet used again.

It is noteworthy that sometimes three 
tablets were involved to form what one could 
refer to as a triptych. Nine of the Bloomberg 
tablets take this form: WTs [W(riting) 
T(ablets)], nos 61—8 and WTs 84 and 85. 
What follows is somewhat technical, but 
for those interested in Roman bureaucratic 
practice is of considerable interest. The 
outer surfaces of Tablets 1 and 3 would have 
formed the ‘cover’ of the triptych which 
would have contained a third, single tablet 
(here referred to as tablet 3). On opening 
the document, the reader would at first reveal 
the inner inscribed surfaces of tablets 1 and 
the outer one of tablet 2, itself attached by 
cords to tablet 3. The inner surface of tablet 
1 contained a duplicate of the text of the 
document concerned, written, if necessary, 
with the writing compressed somewhat. The 
outer face of tablet 2 would have contained 
the names and seals of witnesses, seven in 
number, who would have vouched for the 
accuracy of the copy of the text. If there 
was any question about the authenticity of 
this, the triptych would have been shown 
to a magistrate, the seals broken, and inner 
and primary text consulted. This would 
have been inscribed on the inner face of 
tablet 2 and the inner face of tablet 3. These 
triptychs would thus have resembled Roman 
military diplomas or discharge certificates 
which confirmed that the recipient had 
served for 25 years in a Roman auxiliary unit 
and been awarded Roman citizenship. These 
were made of bronze and were diptychs, that 
is they consisted of two inscribed plates. The 
outer surface of plate 1 contained a copy of 
the text of the certificate, while the outer 
face of plate 2 contained the names of seven 
witnesses who attested the authenticity of 
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the copy along with their seals. Inside the 
sealed diploma itself and inscribed on the 
inner faces of plate 1 and 2 was the primary 
text. This was readable only if the seals of the 
witnesses were broken.

Among the most important items from 
Bloomberg Place and of considerably more 
than merely bureaucratic interest are two 
tablets WT44 and WT45 which were selected 
by Tomlin for duplicate publication, along 
with WT33, in the latest volume of Britannia 
(47 (2016), 400—3; nos 16, 17 and 15). The 
first two items are business documents, but 
apart from the intrinsic interest they have 
they are both precisely dated by day, month 
and consular year, WT44 to 8 January ad 57 
and WT45 to 21 October ad 62. Both are of 
considerable historical significance: the first 
illustrates the degree of Romanisation that 
existed in London in the first dozen years 
of the Roman occupation, the second how 
quickly things recovered economically after 
the Boudican revolt had been crushed.

The third item republished in Britannia, WT 
33, mentions a certain Classicus, prefect of 
the Sixth Cohort of Nervii. Tomlin suggests 
that he was awarded his prefecture through 
the recommendation of Julius Classicianus, 
the well-known contemporary procurator of 
Britain who was probably a relative. He also 
convincingly identifies Classicus with the 
historically attested Julius Classicus, who in 
ad 70 joined in the Batavian Revolt. Tomlin 
suggests that the Cohort of Nervii was one of 
the eight auxiliary cohorts sent to reinforce 
the garrison of Britain in ad 61 (Tacitus 
Annals 14.38), and further suggests that these 
cohorts included the Vangiones (WT48) and 
Lingones (WT 55). This is possible but the 
present reviewer has argued that the eight 
cohorts were in fact Batavians (Britannia 1 
(1970), 131—6).

There is much more that could be said 
about the importance of Roman London’s First 
Voices, but one thing should be stressed: the 
sheer skill of the author in reading the texts, 
drawing and then transcribing them — no less 
than 79 legible texts not including partial 
and illegible ones. There are probably less 
than a handful of people in the academic 
world who could have achieved so much. 
And this reviewer is not one of them!

Mark Hassall

Westminster: The Art, Architecture and Arch-
aeology of the Royal Abbey. Edited by Warwick 
Rodwell and Tim Tatton-Brown. British 
Archaeological Association Conference 
Transactions XXXIX, Part I, Maney Publish-
ing, 2015. Pp 416, many figs. ISBN 978 
191088 72 40, price £108.00 hb; ISBN 978 
191088 72 57, price £25.99 pb.

This splendid volume comprises 17 essays 
which cover many aspects of the archaeology, 
art and architecture of Westminster Abbey. 
The scene is set with Tim Tatton-Brown’s 
excellent overview of the medieval and 
early Tudor topography of Westminster. 
Martin Henig examines a 4th-century ad 
sarcophagus and a funerary statue of a boy, 
excavated at Westminster School, to indicate 
that there was a Roman burial complex, 
probably a mausoleum, attached to a villa 
complex. It was possibly later identified as 
a martyrium and subsequently incorporated 
into an Anglo-Saxon church.

Warwick Rodwell’s historical review of 
the archaeology of Westminster Abbey from 
the late 16th century to 2014 is succinct yet 
remarkably comprehensive. He laments 
the earlier lack of accurate archaeological 
investigation and recording, as recently 
as in the post-war ‘restoration’ under the 
surveyorship of Stephen Dykes Bowyer, 
1951—73, during which the medieval high 
roofs of the abbey were replaced. Happily 
the situation improved with the creation 
of an Architectural Advisory Panel in 
1974, and with it a thoroughly professional 
archaeological study of many aspects of 
the fabric and its fittings continues to the 
present.

Francis Woodman’s ‘Edward the Con-
fessor’s Church at Westminster: an altern-
ative view’ presents a careful analysis of the 
pre-Conquest eastern arm of the church, 
and provides a convincing case for the 
reconstruction of Edward’s church with an 
apse-ambulatory plan with radiating chapels 
on the model of Rouen Cathedral.

Stuart Harrison and John McNeill’s bril-
liant study of the Romanesque monastic 
buildings presents a review of the evidence 
for the date of the start of the cloister with 
reference to the work of Richard Gem, Eric 
Fernie and Warwick Rodwell to conclude 
that construction was underway before the 
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Conquest. Evidence for the cloister arcade was 
established in a reconstruction by William R 
Lethaby which is known from photographs. 
Sadly many of the stones used by Lethaby have 
disappeared, but Harrison and McNeill’s 
careful sleuthing has produced a virtual 
reconstruction with various single capitals 
with round, octagonal and quatrefoil shafts, 
and chevron in the arches flanking an angle 
roll. The single-column design is related to 
Reading Abbey which also provides parallels 
for the trefoil capitals. A further example of 
a single-column cloister arcade has now been 
discovered at Deerhurst Priory probably of 
the third quarter of the 12th century (see 
M Thurlby, The Architecture and Sculpture of 
Deerhurst Priory: The Later 11th, 12th- and Early 
13th-Century Work (2014)). Aspects of the 
foliage capitals are related to sculpture at 
St Bartholomew Smithfield, of which there 
is now a detailed study with comprehensive 
photographs by Hazel Gardiner for the 
Corpus of Romanesque Sculpture in Britain 
and Ireland (now available online http://www.
crsbi.ac.uk/site/895/). St Katherine’s Chapel, 
constructed c.1158—62 by Abbot Lawrence, 
displays round-headed arches on alternating 
round and octagonal columns and different 
decoration in each arch. A number of con-
vincing associations are discussed, yet with-
out reference to the voussoir probably from 
the chancel arch of the chapel published 
by Lethaby (Westminster Abbey Re-Examined 
(1925), 31, fig 12) in relation to the cont-
emporary west portal of the Temple Church, 
London. Parallels for the foliate capitals 
might also be sought in the capitals from the 
slype reset in the terminal wall of the south 
transept at St Albans Abbey.

Richard Jones focuses on the 1253 building 
accounts as a study of numerical archaeology 
to inform on details of the accounts in relation 
to the progress of construction. The article 
is illustrated with informative spreadsheets 
which, we are told, are supplemented on the 
British Archaeological Association website, 
but I have not found the link to this. Pamela 
Tudor-Craig’s paper, ‘The iconography of 
Henry III’s abbey: a note towards elucidation 
of themes’, offers important insights into 
the programme. She finds inspiration for 
the angel imagery in the pseudo-Areopagite 
which had been translated and commentary 
by Henry III’s advisor, Robert Grosseteste, 

Bishop of Lincoln (d 1253), and provides a 
careful analysis of the spandrel sculpture of 
the aisle dado arcades and the vault bosses. 
Reference to the pseudo-Areopagite is 
clinched with reference to the middle rank 
of angels hidden like the angels in soffits of 
the lancets over the north transept doorways. 
Yet the article offers much more than the 
title suggests, something that comes from 
the author’s decades of research devoted to 
the 13th-century sculpture of the abbey and 
to Gothic sculpture in England, all of which 
provide much food for thought. For instance, 
she examines the Gothic smile in relation 
to the Syon ivory seated Virgin and Child 
which she dates c.1230 and for which we now 
have an account in the Courtauld Institute 
of Art Gothic Ivories project (http://www.
gothicivories.courtauld.ac.uk/images/ivory/
dfeb682e_cf874f21.html). Radiocarbon 
dating of the ivory gives a 95% chance of a 
range between 1215 and 1281. The ivory has 
been variously attributed to England, north-
ern France, the Mosan region and Italy. 
Tudor-Craig scores one for England with 
her observation that the voluminous folds 
around Our Lady’s feet are closely related 
to the Amesbury Psalter (Oxford, All Souls 
College MS 6, fol 189r). Here we might add 
reference to the label-stop heads and other 
sculpture in the eastern arm of Worcester 
Cathedral where King John was buried 
in his new tomb between Saints Oswald 
and Wulfstan in 1232. She illustrates some 
fine fragments of figures from aisle arcade 
spandrel sculpture now in the abbey museum 
for which there are close associations with 
Worcester Cathedral, especially in some of 
the figures in the spandrels of the triforium 
arcades in the eastern arm. More generally, 
in her examination of the late 14th-century 
drawings of the tapestries left to the abbey by 
Abbot Richard (d 1246), Tudor-Craig makes 
the interesting and important observation 
about using representations of architecture 
and fittings in painting and drawing as a 
reflection of the original, a methodological 
point that should be used rather more 
frequently than it is.

Warwick Rodwell examines the archaeo-
logical issues of the topographical setting 
of the Cosmati pavements and presents a 
new account of the arrangements in the 
presbytery and Confessor’s Chapel. In 
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‘Seats, relics and the rationale of images 
in Westminster Abbey Henry III to Edward 
II’, Paul Binski and Emily Guerry consider 
the wall and panel painting in the sanctuary 
and south transept in relation to the ways 
these spaces were furnished and used. The 
interpretations are carefully explained 
and are not always as straightforward as 
one might imagine. This leads Binski to 
conclude that the process ‘was evolving, 
but in a way that reminds us as much of a 
modern football stadium as a Catholic 
church’. Helen Howard and Marie Louise 
Sauerberg investigate the polychrome of the 
abbey down to the early 14th century. They 
make the important observation that there 
is no physical evidence for the gilding of the 
diaper work in the spandrels of the arcades 
reported by G G Scott. On the other hand 
the lower walls were painted with faux ashlar 
for which they reproduce Lethaby’s drawing 
of this detail. The wonderfully descriptive 
text is enhanced with excellent photographs 
of various details of the polychrome, and 
includes an appendix of selected works with 
abbreviated analytical results complete with 
citations. Jane Spooner examines the 14th-
century wall paintings in the Chapel of Our 
Lady of the Pew in the north ambulatory of 
the church, and the Muniment Room in the 
west gallery of the south transept. Much of 
the decoration of the former probably dates 
from the time of Edward III (d 1377), but 
the inclusion of Richard II’s White Hart 
is examined in connection with its use in 
the Muniment Room. The article includes 
excellent colour illustrations.

The history and chronicles at Westminster 
Abbey are explored by Richard Mortimer, 
while Nicola Coldstream investigates 
temporary structures created for coronation 
ceremonies in the abbey and palace with a 
focus on the reconstruction of the pulpitum 
based on a sketch by Lethaby and the pulpit 
used at Rheims by the kings of France 
illustrated in the Coronation Book of Charles 
V. Tim Tatton-Brown surveys the building 
works at Westminster Abbey between the 
major fire in 1298 and the mid-15th century, 
with particular reference as to how a series 
of abbots used the ‘office of the new work’ 
(created in 1335) to carry out work including 
the western part of the nave. Steven Brindle’s 
‘Sir George Gilbert Scott as Surveyor of 

Westminster Abbey, 1849—78’ provides much 
information about the ‘restoration’ of the 
abbey church before Scott’s appointment. 
Emphasis on the careful archaeological 
observations of Scott for many aspects of his 
restorations, especially for the portals of the 
north transept. The volume concludes with 
Richard Foster’s discussion of the history 
and chronicles of the abbey with special 
reference to its prisons, and Eddie Smith’s 
investigation into Westminster School 
buildings 1630—1730.

The volume is richly illustrated with black-
and-white and many coloured images, and 
each one of the papers includes compre-
hensive references. Together they provide 
first-class examples of the state of research 
on aspects of Westminster Abbey which are 
sure to stimulate much interest and further 
research.

Malcolm Thurlby

Medieval Merchants and Money: Essays in 
Honour of James L Bolton. Edited by Martin 
Allen and Matthew Davies. Institute of 
Historical Research, University of London, 
2016. Pp xix + 363. ISBN 978 1 909646 16 2. 
Price: £40.00 hb.

Jim Bolton is an influential medieval econ-
omic historian, who has been based at what 
is now Queen Mary University of London 
since 1965. For many years he was co-
convener of the Late Medieval Seminar at 
the Institute of Historical Research (IHR), 
and it is entirely fitting that this collection 
of essays in his honour appears as part of the 
IHR’s conference series. Bolton’s research 
interests, in medieval banking and finance, in 
currency, credit and transnational merchant 
activities (and the migrant communities 
with which they were associated) are well 
reflected in the volume, which divides its 16 
papers into six sections.

The first section is entitled ‘London mer-
chants: companies, identities and culture’. 
Justin Colson’s chapter looks at the relation 
between the city’s Stockfishmongers and the 
Fishmongers’ Company, and (by extension) 
at the complex and shifting relation between 
London companies’ nominal and actual 
trading activities. A different aspect of guild 
and company identity is explored by Matthew 
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Davies, who describes the proliferation of 
written records in the later Middle Ages: these 
records had both a practical importance and 
‘a wider symbolic significance, representing 
the inheritance of the guild passed on from 
generation to generation’ (p 29). As well as 
valuing written records of their activities, 
London merchants were also readers and 
Caroline Barron’s fascinating chapter shows 
how different sources can provide a rounded 
picture of their ownership of books. Wills 
give the impression that the majority of 
books owned were religious, but inventories 
show that secular volumes were also common 
among merchant’s collections, while libraries 
gave additional access to reading matter. 
Books were also donated to London parish 
churches by benefactors, as Christian Steer 
shows in his chapter on merchant patronage 
of St James Garlickhithe in the 15th century.

Chapters of London interest are also to 
be found in the sections on ‘Warfare, trade 
and mobility’, ‘Merchants and the law’ 
and ‘Merchants and the English crown’. 
Jessica Lutkin revisits Bolton’s work on 
the immigrant communities of medieval 
London and shows that for some of the 
individuals concerned the city was a long-
term or permanent home. F Guidi-Bruscoli 
provides a valuable introduction to and 
listing of ledger books of Italian companies 
active in London between 1400 and 1530, 
and in an appendix lists the London mercers 
who appear in them. The intertwined 
politics of crown and city are explored by 
S P Harper who looks at the careers of the 
goldsmiths Edmund Shaa, Hugh Brice, John 
Shaa and Bartholomew Rede during the 
reign of Henry VII. Such men served the 
king in many capacities, as goldsmiths had 
done in previous reigns, but things changed 
after c.1495 with the establishment of the 
privy chamber; Edmund Dudley became the 
new ‘London man’, while city goldsmiths 
reverted to being ‘merely suppliers’ (p 193). 
Tony Moore’s chapter provides a forensic 
examination of Burton v Davy, a plea heard 
before the London Mayor’s Court in 1436 
which may point to the negotiability of 
credit instruments during the later Middle 
Ages. Moore’s conclusion is that the 
transfer of such instruments, although not 
fully recognised by the courts, may have 
been much more common than generally 

assumed and may have helped to offset the 
deflationary impact of shortages of coin.

The remaining papers in the collection, 
grouped under the above-mentioned 
sections, plus sections on ‘Money and 
mints’ and ‘Markets, credit and the rural 
economy’, range widely over the economy 
of medieval England, with an emphasis on 
the post-Black Death period. Credit and its 
regulation in villages and market towns are 
the subjects of papers by Phillipp Schofield 
and James Davis, while Paul Brand explores 
the uses made by merchants of the action 
of account in the 13th and 14th centuries. 
Anne Sutton’s chapter explores the complex 
diplomatic and legal context within which 
east coast English ports conducted trade 
with Iceland during the reign of Richard 
III. Merchants’ contribution to military 
activity, through service and victualling, is 
the subject of Sam Gibbs and Adrian Bell’s 
chapter, while Martin Allen stresses the 
importance to the mint of bullion supplied 
by merchants from their foreign trade 
earnings. Hannes Kleineke looks at another 
aspect of coinage, counterfeiting under the 
Lancastrian kings. He notes a decreasing 
rigour in the prosecution of counterfeiters 
and speculates that the crown may have 
increasingly been ready to turn a blind 
eye to their activities in an era of bullion 
shortage. Richard Oldland’s study of rural 
cloth making argues that employment in 
that industry was much higher than previous 
historians have thought, accounting for 
perhaps 18% of the adult population by the 
1540s. This was due, he believes, as much to 
growing domestic demand for cloth as to the 
expanding exports which were increasingly 
channelled through the port of London.

In conclusion, this is a coherent and 
useful collection of essays. It is not always 
easy reading — medieval credit instruments 
and legal processes are not simple things to 
grasp — but there are many new insights on 
the economy of (especially) later medieval 
England, drawing inspiration from the 
research and teaching of Jim Bolton.

James A Galloway
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Seals in Medieval London 1050—1300: A 
Catalogue. By John A McEwan. London 
Record Society Extra Series I, Boydell 
and Brewer, 2016. Pp xvi + 192, many col 
illustrations. ISBN 978 0 900952 56 2. Price: 
£50.00 hb.

This is an important book. We must be grate-
ful to John McEwan for compiling it, and to 
the London Record Society for publishing 
it. Seals are rather out of fashion these days, 
certainly among professional archivists. 
This book reminds us how important and 
interesting seals are. They display words 
and images intended by their owners to 
represent them in a public context. Those 
from London offer ‘a portrait … in the 
words and images of its people’ (p ix).

This book is also a major addition to the 
published literature. It concentrates on 
seals not only of a much earlier period than 
is usually studied, but which belonged to 
owners much further down the social scale. 
Sigillographers have too often been seduced 
by the fancier seals of the wealthy of the 
later Middle Ages. However, the innovative, 
almost revolutionary significance of this 
book is this: not only does McEwan provide 
concise descriptions of over 1,400 seals, 
he also illustrates every single one of them 
beautifully in full colour, mostly from his own 
photographs. Indeed some are illustrated 
several times, from surviving impressions 
attached to different documents. No similar 
corpus of seals has been published before, or 
in such a convenient format.

A concise scholarly introduction summar-
ises recent work on seals and the craftsmen 
who made them. We learn how people chose 
the imagery on their seals, and how men and 
women could possess different seals, giving 
their names in different forms, at different 
stages in their lives and even simultaneously 
(pp x—xi). McEwan defines ‘medieval 
London’ broadly, including Southwark 
and three parishes on the western side 
(St Mary le Strand; St Clement Danes; St 
Andrew Holborn) which were outside the 
aldermen’s jurisdiction. Seals associated 
with people active here are included, as well 
as those of London’s corporate entities (the 
City Corporation; St Paul’s Cathedral; the 
monastic houses etc). All were part of civic 
society. The majority of the seals, inevitably, 

are of c.1200 and after, when those ‘of lesser 
standing’ adopted seals en masse (p viii). 
Seals attached to documents as late as 1309 
are also included, because the matrices are 
likely to have been made years earlier.

Despite their number, the seals described 
and illustrated are merely a sample, drawn 
(mostly) from a few repositories whose 
access arrangements were most helpful: The 
National Archives; London Metropolitan 
Archives (chiefly the archives of St Paul’s 
Cathedral); St Bartholomew’s Hospital; and 
Magdalen College, Oxford (for Southwark). 
But the designs are nevertheless hugely 
varied, ranging from the standard (stars, 
crescents, lilies) to the fanciful (a bird riding 
a horse) (176) and the Classical (Romulus 
and Remus with the she-wolf) (227). Many 
Londoners’ seals show them fighting in 
armour on horseback (eg 417—19, 627, 633, 
652, 659, 684); I had assumed such designs 
to be confined to the nobility. There are 
seals showing trade symbols, such as the 
barber’s scissors (706), butcher’s boar’s head 
(502, 553, 585), carpenter’s axe (554, 720) 
and goldbeater’s hammer (583). Some seals 
are of the highest quality, both in design 
and execution; others seem crude. But we 
can be misled by inferior impressions. Nos 
782A and B show what a difference a perfect 
impression (plus a little cleaning) can make.

The core of the book is 162 pages of colour 
photographs of individual seals, usually 12 
to a page, all beautifully printed and large 
enough to be useful. They are arranged 
by broad category, such as ‘Nobility’, 
‘Cathedrals’, ‘Monastic Houses’ and, for the 
lesser sort, ‘Men’ and ‘Women’ (between 
them the greatest number of images). These 
last two categories are arranged by Christian 
name, the only part of a person’s name 
that never changed. Each photograph is 
accompanied by a description, immediately 
next to it, giving the seal’s owner, motif, 
legend, shape, dimensions and archive 
reference.

As an aid to analysis, McEwan has also 
attempted a pioneering classification and 
vocabulary of motifs. Each seal is allocated 
one classification only, in a hierarchical 
structure, ‘Lion’ under ‘Beast’, ‘Axe’ under 
‘Tool’ and so on. The table of motifs is 
then cross-indexed to the photographs, 
allowing us to compare all those seals 
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which show ‘full-length human’, ‘sheep’, 
‘crescent device’ and the like. However, this 
classification is not yet perfect: the need for 
objectivity means that the Virgin and Child, 
for example, are disguised both as ‘seated 
woman holding child’ and ‘half-length 
woman holding child’, as McEwan readily 
admits (p 165). Other examples of weak 
vocabulary are the omission of any mention 
of small kneeling figures (eg 51, 837); the 
seal of Baldwin le Ferrun (232), probably a 
blacksmith, where the ‘hand holding item’ 
is surely a hand, hammer and anvil; the seal 
of Laurence de Leicester (544), where the 
‘full-length human’ is surely St Laurence on 
his gridiron; and the seal of Solomon, citizen 
of London, dated 1304 x 1305 (868), whose 
‘lamb and staff’ ignores the large Star of 
David which surrounds this motif. Was he a 
Christian convert?

A further weakness of the classification 
is that some general terms, such as ‘Tool’, 
are not mere headings but are used for 
various items which should have been listed 
separately under those headings (in this case 
bell, cleaver and comb).

Even so, overall this is an excellent book, 
beautifully produced and well edited, with 
few errors. Among the ‘Unidentified’ items, 
seals 1415 and 1419, dated 1274, may both 
be fragments of the seal of John de Chishull 
I, consecrated Bishop of London in April of 
that year: compare the design and Sword of 
St Paul with the seal of Bishop Roger Niger 
(50B).

Stephen Freeth

St Paul’s Cathedral: Archaeology and History. 
By John Schofield. Oxbow Books, 2016. 
Pp xviii+189, 235 figs, 8 tables. ISBN 978 1 
785702 75 4. Price: £65.00 hb.

This latest volume on St Paul’s is located by 
its principal author, self-effacingly, as the 
final ‘report’ (a word used many times) on 
excavations at the cathedral between 1994 
and 2014, and as the companion volume to 
that published in 2011 (J Schofield, St Paul’s 
Cathedral before Wren). But it is so much more 
than a mere report on excavations. Apart 
from anything else, it is a well-written and 
a beautifully illustrated guide to Wren’s 
cathedral and its subsequent development. 

Perhaps its restricted self-description 
accounts for its unhelpful price? At any 
rate, one could see a more sensibly priced 
paperback version selling well to a non-
specialist market on the St Paul’s bookstall!

The volume does indeed contain a summary 
of excavations and fabric investigations 
undertaken, not just between 1994 and 2014, 
but also in the later 19th century and between 
the wars, bringing to wider attention in the 
process, amongst others, the survey work of 
Arthur Poley (for two decades from 1908). 
The more technical aspects of modern 
excavations and surveys are introduced 
as episodes within a much fuller narrative 
account of the building between 1666 and 
2014, and to be honest the broader narrative 
is just as interesting as new information 
revealed in the recording projects. So, what 
issues should be addressed when recording 
(and reporting) the archaeology of a 17th-
century cathedral? Schofield offers three 
complementary answers: the placing of 
technical results in the public domain; the 
setting of those results in a broader context; 
and the documentation of conservation and 
repair for future management purposes. His 
justification for looking at the archaeology of 
the post-medieval cathedral, then, is largely a 
pragmatic one.

A long first section deals with the construct-
ion of Wren’s cathedral and is rooted in a 
detailed reading of the building accounts 
(published by the Wren Society between 
1923 and 1942). This is an absorbing read, 
and it offers a modern description of the 
complex sequence of events described in 
the accounts, as parts of the old building 
were demolished and parts of the new 
erected. Occasionally the recording and 
excavation have added useful information 
to the accounts, giving them some physical 
substance and, rightly, these episodes are 
given more extended treatment — as for 
example, in the elucidation of the conversion 
of the medieval chapter house into Wren’s 
site office and its adaptation to contain the 
Great Model for display to French tourists.

Further recording projects that could 
provide substantial additional information 
are also identified, such as studies of the 
brickwork and of the petrology of reused 
stone. It has long been known that the fabric 
of Wren’s cathedral contains enormous 
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quantities of reused rubble from the medieval 
building. Yet, although the potential for 
future studies, such as in brickwork and 
petrology, is clearly identified, so far the 
only major study of reused masonry has 
been that of the western portico, published 
in the 2011 volume. This is an agenda for 
future work, then, but it will be dependent 
on further major interventions in the fabric. 
One revelation for those of us less familiar 
with the building accounts is that enormous 
quantities of rubble from the medieval 
cathedral were exported to building sites all 
over the City and, even more intriguingly, 
rubble was also being imported to St Paul’s 
from other fire-damaged City churches. One 
day perhaps an extensive study will chart 
this well-documented, though exceptional, 
mobility of building materials in the City 
during the final three decades of the 17th 
century. But we must hope that any such 
study does not confine itself strictly to a 
quantification of building materials, as 
Schofield has necessarily been confined 
here. Even from his abbreviated account, it 
appears that some intriguing symbolism may 
lie behind some post-Fire trading in rubble: 
we learn, for example, that stone from pre-
Fire St Paul’s was selected for reuse in the 
Monument in Pudding Lane.

Attention is also paid to Wren’s other 
building materials, such as brick and timber, 
and we have a capable and important 
report on the nave roof survey undertaken 
by Damian Goodburn and Azizul Karim in 
2013. This work will become an important 
source for all students of Wren’s construction 
techniques, and indeed for those studying 
major 17th- and 18th-century buildings 
everywhere.

Analyses of subsequent phases of Wren’s 
building are also valuable, though modern 
recording plays a less prominent role 
here. It is valuable to have a detailed and 
well-documented account of the various 
conservation and recording programmes 
undertaken during the past three centuries, 
including (fashionably) a fascinating study 
of graffiti in the west end, undertaken as a 
routine element of recording associated with 
building conservation.

In the conclusion subtitled ‘Towards 
an archaeology of Christopher Wren …’, 
Schofield takes the opportunity to restate what 

has been obvious throughout the volume; 
that Wren’s St Paul’s, like the cathedral that 
preceded it, is a multiphase building with just 
as much archaeological value as was revealed 
in the 2011 volume on the earlier church. 
In the end, Schofield seems to say, the study 
of Wren’s cathedral is fully justified by the 
needs of future conservation management, 
and this volume clearly demonstrates the 
strength of that argument. There is, however, 
little comment here on recording work at 
other Wren buildings, and any archaeology 
of Wren will probably need to offer more 
than solid documentation of conservation 
programmes. Nevertheless, in the very last 
paragraph of this discussion, the decision to 
rebuild the Baroque cathedral on the same 
site as the medieval cathedral is said to have 
been of great symbolic weight; and some 
consideration of such issues must surely 
also be contained in future archaeologies 
of Wren, alongside their usefulness in con-
servation management. Finally, then, this 
volume does offer us the prospect of fully 
rounded archaeological discussion in future 
studies of Wren’s cathedral.

David Stocker

London Plotted: Plans of London Buildings c 
1450—1720. By Dorian Gerhold. London 
Topographical Society Publication 178, 2016. 
Pp vi + 320, 363 figs. ISBN 978 0 902087 65 
1. Price: £35.00 hb. Obtainable from the 
Society, www.londontopsoc.org.

This very well-produced volume is a worthy 
addition to the long series produced by 
the London Topographical Society, one 
which most archaeologists and architectural 
historians with a close interest in London 
will wish to have on their shelves. The 
author introduces the book by stating that 
its purpose is to make the large resource of 
early plans better known and show how they 
can contribute to London’s history, most, 
apart from the Treswell plans, not having 
been previously published. Judged against 
these criteria, the volume will certainly be a 
success.

In introducing the selected plans, the 
author reveals himself as clearly conversant 
and up to date with research in archaeology 
and architectural history: the most recently 
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published volumes cited include both 
the London and Middlesex Hearth Tax and 
this reviewer’s study of The Town House in 
Medieval and Early Modern Bristol. Existing 
studies are drawn upon where available, 
notably Schofield’s studies of the Treswell 
plans and Medieval London Houses, Holder’s 
study of London friaries and Guerci’s of 
the great houses in the Strand. Good use is 
also made of Keene and Harding’s A Survey 
of Documentary Sources for Property Holding in 
London before the Great Fire.

The volume is well organised, commencing 
with a detailed introduction to what can be 
learned from the plans. Topics here include 
who commissioned such plans, their purpose, 
the trades or professions responsible for 
their compilation, the methods of surveying 
that can be deduced from the evidence 
embedded within the plans, the styles and 
conventions followed in drawing and the 
amounts charged for their preparation. The 
introduction concludes with two sections. 
First there is the evidence that they provide 
for the form of London houses in the period 
covered, noting that plans begin ‘when 
almost all houses were of timber, except a 
few stone ones of medieval origin, and end 
when almost all were being built of brick, 
at least in central areas’ (p 20). A second 
section examines the insights provided into 
the changing plan of London, following 
Power’s 1978 study in concluding that the 
numbers of hearths recorded in the Hearth 
Tax returns ‘provide a rough indication of 
the size of house and status of occupant’ 
(p 37); this reviewer has argued in Houses 
and the Hearth Tax that many of the houses 
with the largest number of hearths were in 
fact inns, now visibly so from the published 
returns for Middlesex and London.

The main part of the volume is the 
exposition and discussion of some 197 plans. 
Two index maps, based on Morgan’s of 1682 
and Strype’s of 1720, enable topographers 
and archaeologists to identify the locations of 
the plans that follow. The earliest, notably the 
pictorial plan of Charterhouse made c.1450, 
will strike readers from outside London as 
truly remarkable survivals. In presenting 
many of the later plans, the author’s detailed 
research is very evident in the publication of 
later views, from drawings, paintings, prints 
and photographs. Early plans of London 

Bridge and the great houses between 
the Strand and the Thames are usefully 
illustrated with extracts from Hollar’s view 
of 1647. The modern reconstructions by 
Jackson of houses in Fenchurch Street are 
finely drawn, but it would have been useful 
to know if the contents and furniture were 
based on the evidence of probate inventories 
or were just conjectured. For the Great Fire 
and its aftermath the nature and extent of 
rebuilding on a number of sites is usefully 
discussed. The author’s diligence extends 
in many instances to noting when particular 
buildings were demolished, one notable 
instance being the Ship and Turtle Inn in 
Leadenhall Street, its site now overlain by 
the building known to Londoners as the 
‘Cheesegrater’. Gerhold also correlates 
several early plans with the evidence from 
archaeological excavations, some unsurpris-
ingly still awaiting full publication.

From early plans the author moves to 
plans of areas and buildings outside the 
City. These include part of the Covent 
Garden development and some very 
complex urban landscapes in Southwark, 
c.1678, and Millbank, c.1696. A further plan 
and description of houses in East Lane, 
Bermondsey, possibly for ships’ captains and 
with one recorded on a photograph of 1948, 
brought to mind the similar houses surviving 
in Albury Street, Deptford.

Following this, the next main section is of 
plans of building types, bringing together a 
range of subjects: London Bridge, London 
Wall, wharves and industries, markets, inns, 
company halls, and a remarkably detailed 
plan of the Navy victualling yard and offices 
at Crutched Friars in 1698. Turning then to 
prisons and churches, there are remarkably 
few drawings of the latter bearing in mind 
the rebuilding that followed the Great Fire. 
This section concludes with plans of the 
laystalls, collection points for the night soil 
from large parts of the City, and the common 
latrines, ‘the common house of easement’: 
the author cites parallels in other towns and 
cities.

The sections so far described include 
many plans of houses, but the next main 
section is devoted entirely to these, arranged 
according to the scheme devised by Schofield 
and based on the number of rooms on the 
ground floor. The largest houses included 
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the deaneries of St Paul’s and Westminster 
Abbey, houses comparable in size to the 
deanery for Bristol Cathedral, one of the 
largest houses in that city in the mid-17th 
century. Amongst the two-room-deep houses, 
the reviewer was interested to see a number 
that corresponded in form to what have been 
interpreted as ‘shophouses’ in 17th-century 
Bristol, the room closest to the street being 
the shop and marked out by the absence 
of a fireplace. The merchants’ houses with 
integral warehouses in Mincing Lane were 
also paralleled in Bristol, where two such 
houses in King Street were similarly sited 
close to the quaysides. The final selection of 
plans is of new residential developments, all 
of the late 17th or early 18th century, that of 
Arlington Street being part of the westward 
expansion of the city.

To conclude, this is a magnificently illust-
rated and very readable volume. It will be a 
much used reference work for archaeologists 
and architectural historians in London and 
beyond for many years to come.

Roger H Leech

A Suburb of Contrasts: The Udney Park Estate, 
Teddington 1870—1939. By Christopher 
French. Borough of Twickenham Local 
History Society, Paper 96, 2015. Pp 84, 
A5 portrait, col maps and figs. ISBN 978 0 
903341 95 0. Price: £5.50 pb. Winner of the 
LAMAS Local History Publications Award 
2016.

Some local history writing is plain bad. Some 
is mediocre. Occasionally you get a real gem. 
A Suburb of Contrasts is very much a gem. 
Diverse and intelligent in its use of sources 
with lively presentation using maps, building 
plans, photos, illustrations, tables and text to 
draw together an extremely readable booklet 
on the development of the Udney Park Estate 
in Teddington between 1870 and 1939.

Dr French sets the development of the 
estate in the context of regional, national 
and international change. He notes the 
movement of people from rural areas to 
towns and cities, and the concurrent shift of 
some people from the poverty of city centres 
and the inner city out to the new suburbs. 
His objective is to illustrate the national 
process of suburbanisation with this focus on 

Udney Park Estate; in this concise booklet 
he achieves that objective with style. This 
booklet demonstrates the richness that can 
be achieved by combining a wide range of 
sources ranging across council minutes, 
maps, censuses, field books resulting from 
the Finance Act of 1910, street directories, 
rate books and many others which, when 
used individually, can produce a monotone 
story but put together and skilfully crafted, 
as is the case here, create a colourful and 
gripping yarn of the development of a small 
area of south-western suburban London.

The 1860s was the pivotal decade in the 
development of this area of Teddington, with 
the arrival of the railways in 1863, the sale of 
the local manor in 1861 and the replacement 
of the Vestry by a more professional form of 
local government in the guise of the Board 
of Health in 1867. Dr French illustrates these 
changes with a series of maps that clearly 
show the ‘march of bricks and mortar’. The 
author moves easily between the macro and 
the micro, showing a grasp of the wider forces 
pushing suburbanisation, whilst picking 
up on the subtle and minor yet important 
marketing change from ‘Udney House 
Estate’ to ‘Udney Park Estate’, developing 
the rural idyll for the suburban area.

Dr French undertakes an occupation 
analysis over three censuses to develop a 
micro-history of the area and demonstrates 
that it is very much middle class in character, 
with the majority of people working in 
services or the professions and most of the 
residents at this time employing servants. 
This contrasts with the second phase of 
building in the area, the interwar years, 
when council house building made a strong 
appearance and a different set of occupations 
moved into the locality.

Individual life stories of some key figures 
are woven into the narrative. Amos Rumsey, 
builder of some of the houses, is traced in 
his ‘rags to riches’ journey from the son 
of a Suffolk farm labourer to bricklayer 
and onwards and upwards to builder and 
employer. A number of these vignettes are 
peppered through the booklet, adding spice 
and colour. The area attracted a good share 
of writers, poets and MPs whose presence 
is noted, and there is also an appreciation 
shown of the social and cultural lives followed 
by members of the local community, with 
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coverage of the Teddington Entertainments 
Society and local sports clubs.

The booklet concludes with reference to 
some of the critiques made about suburbs 
and suburban living over the decades, but 
through his diligent scholarship the author 
has not only demonstrated the richness of 
suburban living over time but he has also 
produced a worthy winner of this year’s 
LAMAS Local History Publications Award.

Roger Chapman

Also received:

London: Prints & Drawings before 1800. By 
Bernard Nurse. London Topogaphical 
Society and Bodleian Library, 2017. Pp vi + 
226, 123 figs. ISBN 978 1 851244 12 6. Price: 
£30.00 hb.

Bernard Nurse presents a wide selection 
of London maps, plans and views from the 
Gough Collection in the Bodleian Library. 
It is preceded by a biography of Richard 
Gough (1735—1809), hailed at the time as 
the father of British topography. Well off 
and curious, he assembled a collection 
of national importance and scope. The 
material, all of it before 1800 and starting 
with the Gough medieval map of England, 
is arranged thereafter in seven sections: 
maps of London, then of the City; the Buck 
brothers’ panorama of the north bank 
of the Thames in 1749; Westminster; the 
Thames; the environs of Georgian London; 
and vignettes of London life. Here we can 
compare Hollar’s double views of the City 
before and after the Fire; and while I have 
tended to regard the latter, the City in 
ruins, as his ‘before’ view just redrawn in a 
distressed state in the studio, now I am not 
so sure. A few unknown buildings stand out 
in the ‘after’ view and they may have been 
there. This is a fine complement to the 
book of London plans produced by Dorian 
Gerhold from the London Topographical 
Society (reviewed above).

Robert Adam’s London. By Frances Sands. 
Archaeopress, 2016. Pp xvii + 142, 104 figs, 
maps. ISBN 978 1784914 62 2. Price: £20.00 
pb; ISBN 978 1 74891 463 9, £19.00 E-book.

This is an account and catalogue of selected 
drawings by Robert Adam (1728—92) for 

some of his many London projects; it was 
produced to go with an exhibition of them 
at Sir John Soane’s Museum in November 
2016—March 2017. Over 1700 Adam designs 
for London buildings are held by the 
Museum, and they are accessible online. In 
this study London is defined by the maps 
as the City, Westminster and Southwark, 
so there is no mention of Osterley or Syon 
House. Designs for 48 buildings, from tombs 
in Westminster Abbey to complete mansions, 
are presented. Adam made London life, town 
life, stylish. His interiors are all about display. 
He often uses a combination of light green 
and pink, and the occasional deeper colour 
is therefore surprisingly welcome. Adam was 
not the soundest of architects. His rebuilding 
of Drury Lane Theatre in 1775 was declared 
unsafe in 1791. A number of schemes were too 
expensive or too ambitious even for his rich 
clients, even the Duke of Portland, and were 
never undertaken. A client in Soho Square 
had to mortgage the new house to pay Adam’s 
bill, and moved out two years later. As is well 
known, the redevelopment of the Adelphi 
almost ruined Adam and his brothers. But 
stand in the hallway of 20 Portman Square if 
you can, and look upwards; that is the brilliant 
Robert Adam.

From Blackfriars to Bankside: Medieval and 
Later Riverfront Archaeology along the Route 
of Thameslink, Central London. By Elizabeth 
Stafford and Steven Teague. Oxford 
Archaeology and Pre-Construct Archaeology, 
Thameslink Monograph Series 4, 2016. 
Pp xiv + 117, 60 figs, 18 tables. ISBN 978 0 
995663 60 2. Price: £12.00 hb.

A fine attempt to make sense of sparse data 
(for a waterfront site), this time beneath a 
railway station (both ends of Blackfriars and 
the river between). The Thameslink project 
built the first station to span the river. 
Geoarchaeological evidence (boreholes) 
reconstructs the sediments of the river at the 
mouth of the Fleet. Small excavations found 
the 14th-century Blackfriars wall along the 
riverfont, stairs, a possible dock and a post-
Fire riverside wall based on timbers from a 
building on land, dated by dendrochronology 
to 1593—1627. This is part of a series of four 
volumes being sponsored by Thameslink as a 
result of their work in central London.
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Roehampton Village. By Dorian Gerhold. 
Wandsworth Historical Society, Wandsworth 
Paper 29, 2016. Pp 40, 46 figs. ISBN 978 0 
905121 38 3; ISSN 0307 3181. Price: £5.00 
pb, available + £1.50 p&p from the author 
at 19 Montserrat Road, London SW13 
2LD; cheques payable to the Wandsworth 
Historical Society.

The Wandsworth Historical Society is a 
vigorous publisher; from them you can 
get many studies of life in Wandsworth, 
Roehampton and Putney, including a DVD 
of 100 issues of the Wandsworth Historian 
journal. Dorian Gerhold has written several 
of the local studies, and his latest is about 
Roehampton village. Its present topography 
is a result of transformation over the last 400 

years from a row of cottages on common 
land. There is a good collection of plans and 
photographs to illustrate his story, and some 
fieldwork: a hedge behind the King’s Head 
pub, surviving to the 1980s, was a relic of the 
boundary of 1617 between the common and 
fields. Unusually for a village, the Anglican 
church for Roehampton was one of the later 
developments, of 1898. Cottages from the 
17th century to the present are described, 
showing that small buildings covered with 
weatherboarding were formerly widespread 
(as elsewhere in London). Brick cottages 
which were still occupied in the immediately 
post-war years had no facilities for washing. 
Another good piece of local history from the 
author.


