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The Archaeology of Essex: Proceedings of the
Chelmsford Conference. Edited by Nigel Brown,
Maria Medlycott and Owen Bedwin. Transactions of the Essex Society for Archaeology
and History, Fourth Series 3, 2012. Pp vii +
PDQ\FRORXUþJV,6613ULFH
£15.00 pb.
This volume opens by setting the scene of
the conference, followed by the meat of
WKH YROXPH WHQ SDSHUV FRYHULQJ WKH 1HR
lithic to the post-medieval period, includLQJ D FDVH VWXG\ RI &ROFKHVWHU ,W LV ODYLVKO\
illustrated throughout, with plenty of maps,
diagrams and photographs. The conference
WRRN SODFH LQ  WDNLQJ VHYHUDO \HDUV
to publish. Some of the papers may be
a little out of date, but the conference
focused on archaeological endeavour since
the preceding conference, known as the
1996 Writtle volume after the conference
location (O Bedwin (ed) The Archaeology of
Essex: Proceedings of the 1993 Writtle Conference
Essex County Council Planning Department
(1996)). The conferences have been well
spaced out and provide an important insight
LQWRKRZþHOGZRUNDQGDQDO\VLVKDVFKDQJHG
and responded to changes in archaeological
practice and the planning system.
The volume opens with an examination
of Neolithic material by Frances Healy and
comes in the light of the major projects
undertaken by Healy, with Alex Bayliss and
Alasdair Whittle, examining the Neolithic
across England. She includes an extremely
detailed table of dates in the Essex Neolithic
in addition to a very extensive bibliography.
She examines the enclosures particularly,
with additional sites, including cursus
monuments and ring ditches, managing to
discuss previous interpretations, updated
WKRXJKWV DQG FKURQRORJLHV ,W LV D PDVWHUO\

HVVD\ ZKLFK XQGHUVFRUHV WKH VLJQLþFDQFH
of the region in the Neolithic, and the
importance of undertaking analysis on a
regional scale, including even the smallest
sites.
David Yates examines Bronze Age discoveries, looking particularly at the period 1500—
700 cal BC which saw extensive expansion
RI VHWWOHPHQWV DQG þHOG V\VWHPV QRW MXVW LQ
Essex, but across Europe. Yates examines
the position of the Essex sites and landscape
within this context, contrasting coastal
sites with the continental perspective, with
inward looking riverine sites. Comparison is
made with Kent, which shares both riverine
and coastal sites. Some London sites sneak
in as well, as the Thames and Lea valleys
are incorporated, examining the role of
ritual deposition of artefacts (particularly
weaponry) and the rivers as connecting
coastal and inland sites. One key question
he raises is the role of exchange and trade
networks with the Continent, and that a
priority for Essex should be to consider this,
through skeletal analysis.
7KH ,URQ $JH LV H[DPLQHG E\ 3DXO 6HDOH\
and is a direct update on his contribution in
WKH:ULWWOHYROXPHFRQFHQWUDWLQJVSHFLþFDOO\
RQ QHZ þQGV DQG QHZ LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV 7KH
þUVW RI WKHVH LV UHGDWLQJ WKH RQVHW RI WKH
,URQ $JH WR  FDO BC on the basis of new
dating of metalwork, and examination of
hoards. This tends to be more broadly across
the wider region, as actual iron objects
are scarce in Essex. A major new site to be
discussed is Stansted Airport. The themes
of settlement, population and links with the
5RPDQ(PSLUHDUHXSGDWHGEXWRQO\EULHÿ\
Death and burial is touched upon, as are
þHOGV\VWHPVEXWWKHVHWKHPHVDUHVRPHZKDW
disjointed and a little unsatisfying.
3KLOLS &UXPP\ WKHQ H[DPLQHV þHOGZRUN

309

310

Reviews

LQ &ROFKHVWHU EHWZHHQ  DQG 
starting with new information on the
RSSLGXPLQFOXGLQJWKHþUVW,URQ$JHURXQG
houses from Colchester. A great deal of new
information about the Roman settlement
has been uncovered and this is examined by
VLWH W\SH FHPHWHULHV XUEDQ PXUDO SXEOLF
buildings and of course the famous circus.
Frustratingly, post-Roman sites are just a
footnote.
Maria Medlycott and Mark Atkinson then
examine settlement across Roman Essex,
made possible by both developer funded
archaeological projects, and synthetic
SURMHFWV ,W LV DQ LPSRUWDQW H[DPLQDWLRQ
of new information from sites including
Chelmsford, Great Chesterford and Heybridge, and particularly Stansted. However,
LWLVWKHH[DPLQDWLRQRIIDUPVþHOGV\VWHPV
and enclosures that really unpicks the
landscape and interprets how settlement
DQG DJULFXOWXUH XQIROGHG IURP WKH ,URQ
Age through the Roman period. Stephen
Rippon continues this theme across Essex
and the neighbouring counties of East
Anglia building on his paper at the Writtle
Conference. The paper takes the reader
through the relationship of the Roman farms
DQG þHOG V\VWHPV DQG H[DPLQHV KRZ WKHVH
are replaced and develop through the Saxon
and medieval periods, with colonisation of
previously uninhabited areas and shifts in
the number and dispersal of villages and
farmsteads.
The Saxon period is also examined by the
late Martin Welch, considering the Kingdom
of the East Saxons. The survey of sources
provides important context for Essex within
the wider Kingdom. Mucking is cited as the
key cemetery to have been published recHQWO\ZLWKDWOHDVWLQGLYLGXDOVDOWKRXJK
6SULQJþHOG /\RQV 5D\OHLJK DQG +H\EULGJH
are also discussed as part of a wider discussion
of cremation cemeteries, contrasting with
the ‘special’ burials of which Prittlewell takes
centre stage. Welch indicates nothing yet
matches Mucking, but he remained hopeful
that publication of previously excavated sites
such as Wicken Bonhunt or new evidence
would challenge Mucking’s pre-eminence
and redress the unbalanced distribution of
high and low status sites in the county.
Adrian Gascoyne and Maria Medlycott
continue the landscape analysis in the med-

ieval and into the post-medieval. One important point stressed, and not touched upon
earlier, is the increased understanding of the
need to manage and conserve the landscape.
,Q FRPELQDWLRQ ZLWK VRPH DQWLTXDULDQ
quotes, including that of Norden, comparing
(VVH[ZLWKß3DOHVWLQDWKDWÿRZHGZLWKPLONH
and hunnye’ the authors’ passion for their
subject is very clear. The county is examined
by geology and settlement type, largely
agricultural, but taking in some industrial
sites from recent projects such as the A120
excavations.
The coastal zone is picked up in some of
the earlier papers, but is tackled by Peter
Murphy, Ellen Heppell and Nigel Brown.
The paper proceeds chronologically,
with key sites (such as The Stumble) and
GHQVLWLHV LGHQWLþHG WKURXJK WKH FRDVWDO
surveys mapped, including estimations of
the coastline before sea level rose to current
altitudes. Coastal zone economy is a major
WKHPH ZLWK HYLGHQFH IRU þVK DQG VKHOOþVK
examined, and more topically, sea defences,
which can be dated to at least as far back as
the 15th century. As with the previous paper,
FRQVHUYDWLRQLVKLJKOLJKWHGEXWWKHVSHFLþF
problems in the coastal zone acknowledged
and therefore the importance of continued
survey is stressed.
The volume concludes with a paper by
Alison Bennet and Paul Gilman on the
Historic Environment Record (HER); how it
has changed and its future. The key change of
course is from Sites and Monuments record
WR +LVWRULF (QYLURQPHQW 5HFRUG UHÿHFWLQJ
the importance of documenting the built
environment and the increasing interest of
a public with enormously improved access
to digital information. A crucial point made
by the authors is that at the time of the
conference, the Essex HER was one of the
‘best and most comprehensive records of
its type in the country’ but that this status is
under threat owing to resourcing.
One of the great strengths of this volume
LV WKDW WKHUH DUH WZR W\SHV RI SDSHU RQH
where contributors have often been working
on much larger synthetic projects, and have
extracted elements of particular relevance
to Essex; and the other where the authors
KDYH IRFXVHG VSHFLþFDOO\ ZLWKLQ (VVH[
ERWK JLYH EURDG DQG þQH SHUVSHFWLYH WR
the interpretation. Many cite the greatly
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increased dataset since Writtle, mainly
WKURXJK GHYHORSHU IXQGHG þHOGZRUN EXW
also publication of old sites, aerial mapping
DQGHYHQþHOGZDONLQJ8UEDQDUFKDHRORJ\LV
lacking in the volume and could have been
included in more detail. Many authors have
included research priorities, so we have not
only a superbly detailed volume of landscape
change, but also a regional research agenda.
The book is a model for other counties.
Jane Sidell

Roman Roadside Settlement and Rural Landscape
at Brentford: Archaeological Investigations at
Hilton London Syon Park Hotel, 2004—10.
By Robert Cowie, Amy Thorp and Angela
Wardle. Museum of London Archaeology,
Archaeology Studies Series 29, 2013. Pp xiv +
þJVWDEOHV,6%1
3ULFHiSE
This volume is an important exploration of
a Roman settlement within the hinterland
of Londinium, all too rarely seen under
the sprawl of modern Greater London. The
settlement at Brentford lay c.15km west of
the Roman city, at a crossing point of the
5LYHU%UHQWFORVHWRWKHFRQÿXHQFHZLWKWKH
Thames, and developed on the strategically
important road to Silchester and the west.
At its height, in the 2nd century AD, the
settlement extended over 1km along the
road.
The excavations at Syon Park make a sigQLþFDQW FRQWULEXWLRQ WR RXU NQRZOHGJH RI
this settlement. The site yielded a good
sequence, from the mid-1st to early 5th
century AD, with the excavations forming a
transect of the settlement, extending some
150m back from the road, at the north end
of the investigated area. The detail of the
sequence is discussed in chapter 2.
The main east—west road through the
settlement is suggested to date to the early
2nd century AD S DOWKRXJKWKHGDWLQJ
evidence for this is unclear. Early and mid2nd century ADSRWWHU\LVSUHVHQWLQWKHþOOV
of the street-side ditches, but there appears to
be no dating evidence from the earliest street
surfaces/construction levels themselves. To
WKH VRXWK RI WKH URDG 2SHQ $UHDV  DQG 
SLWV DQG þHOG V\VWHPV  ZHUH GDWHG WR WKH
mid-1st century AD, and it is hard to believe
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that the road was not already in existence
at this point. The authors acknowledge this
LQ WKHLU ODWHU GLVFXVVLRQ SS Þ  EXW WKH
presentation of the dating evidence and
phasing here is confusing (see below).
There is an interesting sequence of subVHTXHQW DFWLYLW\ LQFOXGLQJ PRGLþFDWLRQV WR
the road, and the development of adjacent
þHOG V\VWHPV DQG LQ SHULRG  WZR WLPEHU
EXLOGLQJV ZKLFK ZHUH GHVWUR\HG E\ þUH
Again, the dating of these buildings is diffLFXOW WR XQSLFN WKH VXJJHVWLRQ WKDW WKHVH
were constructed in the late 2nd century AD
(p 29ff) seems to be based on material from
ÿRRUVXUIDFHV EXWRQDÿRRUZLWKLQDÿRRU
FRQVWUXFWLRQ ZLWKLQ D VHTXHQFH RI ÿRRUV
LQ WKH SULPDU\ ÿRRU HWF"  7KHUH ZHUH
‘considerable amounts of residual pottery’
(p 30) but the only material attributed to
a constructional phase ‘from a posthole’
(p 30) is simply dated to post AD 120. The
destruction is suggested as post-dating AD
Þ SSDQG 7KHVLWHDSSHDUVWR
have continued in use, with the road continuing to function, and pits, ovens, burials
DQG D SRVVLEOH VXQNHQÿRRUHG EXLOGLQJ H[
WHQGLQJ WKH VHTXHQFH LQWR WKH ODWHU WK RU
perhaps early 5th century AD.
The wider discussion of the settlement,
in chapter 3, places the excavations in an
excellent wider context (3.1 and 3.2). This
is followed by very useful discussions of the
layout and organisation of the settlement
  EXLOGLQJV   ZDWHU VXSSO\  
rubbish disposal (3.6), dress and personal
SRVVHVVLRQV   FUDIWV   IRRG SUHSDU
ation, cooking and consumption (3.9), agriFXOWXUH  DQGEXULDOV  ,WLVJRRGWR
see the results of the work being synthesised
in this thematic manner.
The important and large assemblage of
þQGV DQG HQYLURQPHQWDO GDWD DUH GLVFXVVHG
in specialist appendices (ch 5). These provide an important opportunity to review
material from the hinterland of Londinium
and merit the scale of presentation afforded
WRWKHP,QGHHGRQHPLJKWKDYHKRSHGIRU
more, as some of the material is somewhat
dissipated by its inclusion in the structural
sequence, where the detailed evidence is
VRPHZKDW ORVW LW FRXOG VLPSO\ KDYH EHHQ
cross-referenced from the specialist reports.
The plant remains are particularly useful,
and the pottery, glass and metalwork all
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help to show the penetration of high quality
material into the hinterland of the city —
perhaps unsurprising along such a strategic
URXWH,QJHQHUDOWKHUHSRUWLVZHOOLOOXVWUDWHG
(as we have come to expect from a MOLA
UHSRUW ZLWKFOHDUþJXUHVDQGDJRRGXVHRI
colour throughout.
The major problems with this report are
WKH GLIþFXOWLHV LQ WKH SUHVHQWDWLRQ RI WKH
stratigraphic sequence and the dating evidence. Overlong descriptive text tries to
set out the dating evidence, but this would
have been much clearer in dating tables (an
elegant expression of the evidence, enabling
the reader to understand the scale of residual
material, the material seen as crucial to the
DVVLJQLQJ RI D GDWH UDQJH HWF  ,W ZDV DOVR
GLIþFXOW DQG LQ PDQ\ SODFHV LPSRVVLEOH
to relate this to processual events (eg the
GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ þOOV RI URDGVLGH GLWFKHV
and material in the road construction,
crucial to considering the date for the layout
of the road; or the dating of a building
from constructional, as opposed to use or
destruction processes). Again, a dating
table could effectively present this evidence
with clarity, supported by a more focused
discussion of residuality and intrusive
material (the latter seems to be used to
dismiss evidence on a number of occasions).
Similarly, the abandonment in MOLA
reports of land-use diagrams, to demonstrate
stratigraphic sequence and land-use development, makes the understanding of the
relationship of different elements only presHQWHGLQSODQGLIþFXOW
A more general complaint is that of quantLþFDWLRQ 6KHUG FRXQW LV XVHG LQ SODFHV
but this is not as useful as Estimated Vessel
Numbers (EVNs), which surely should by
now be standard recording procedure if we
want to be seriously able to integrate this
data. The report states this was undertaken
(p 73), but we are not presented with any
of this (and only a few weights). Tabulated
data would be so much more easily used, as
opposed to sprawling narratives and only lists
of illustrated material. This does not help
with the reuse of data. Similarly, the ceramic
terminology, developed using the Museum
of London fabric collections at its core (R
Tomber & J N Dore The National Roman Fabric
Reference Collection: A Handbook Museum of
/RQGRQ $UFKDHRORJ\ 6HUYLFH   LV

not used. Why now different codes, with no
reference to how these build on, or differ
from, the accepted codes developed in that
VWXG\" 7KHUH PD\ ZHOO EH D QHHG WR UHþQH
and develop the coding, but there is also a
basic need to explain, so that this data can be
compared with earlier published material.
The whole strength of this important study
of Brentford lies in the ability to compare
material with Londinium, other settlements
LQ LWV KLQWHUODQG DQG IXUWKHU DþHOG eg D
Perring & M Pitts Alien Cities: Consumption
and the Origins of Urbanism in Roman Britain
6SRLO+HDS 3XEOLFDWLRQV   2YHUDOO
this is a very important report, but it is let
down by the failure to clearly present the
data, especially aspects of sequence and
ceramics, undermining its value.
Tim Williams

The Upper Walbrook Valley Cemetery of Roman
London: Excavations at Finsbury Circus, City
of London, 1987—2007. By Chiz Harward,
Natasha Powers and Sadie Watson. Museum
of London Archaeology Monograph 69,
3S[YLþJVWDEOHV,6%1
3ULFHiKE
This handsomely produced volume is the
69th in the Museum of London Archaeology
Monograph Series and presents the results
RIVL[H[FDYDWLRQVFDUULHGRXWEHWZHHQ
and 2007 in the Finsbury Circus area of the
City of London. The main focus of the report
is of an extramural Roman cemetery that was
established on poorly drained land crossed
by meandering streams to the north of the
Walbrook valley. Around 125 inhumations
and ten cremation burials were recorded,
broadly dating between AD  DQG AD 
with the main period of use being between
AD 120 and AD 200.
The main body of the report presents a site
description in a series of six chronologically
EDVHG SHULRGV WKH þUVW UHODWLQJ WR SUH
Roman land use, three periods relating to the
Roman cemetery and two to medieval and
post-medieval features. This is followed by a
general discussion, a catalogue of the Roman
burials and specialist appendices relating to
WKHþQGVDVVHPEODJHVSDODHRHQYLURQPHQWDO
remains and human skeletal material.
The elegant report modestly masks the
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complexity of the interventions and the
VWUDWLþFDWLRQLWSUHVHQWV7KHVL[H[FDYDWLRQV
were conducted by two different organisations
(Museum of London Archaeology (MOLA)
DQG WKH 'HSDUWPHQW RI 8UEDQ $UFKDHRORJ\
'8$  RYHU WZR GHFDGHV ZKHQ QR GRXEW
approaches to recording stratigraphy and
artefact assemblages changed (for example
it was not possible to integrate the animal
ERQHV RU SODQW PDWHULDO IURP WKH '8$
sites because of the recording methods
employed). The excavations themselves
were not simple open area exercises, but
highly fragmented into small blocks of strata
separated by the basements, foundations
and services of the standing buildings.
0RUHRYHUWKHVWUDWLþFDWLRQZDVFRPSOLFDWHG
in itself in that much of it was waterlain
and subsequently repeatedly eroded and
RWKHUZLVH PRGLþHG E\ WKH DFWLRQ RI WKH
stream channels that characterised the
area in the past. This reviewer’s experience
RI H[FDYDWLQJ DQG UHFRUGLQJ ÿXYLDO DQG
reworked deposits at the Thames riverside
LQWKHHDUO\VVXJJHVWVWKDWWKHGHSRVLWV
described here would present a challenge in
correlating and articulating the stratigraphic
sequence.
That the authors have managed to overcome this challenge and present such a clear
and lucid description of the archaeological
VHTXHQFH LV KLJKO\ FRPPHQGDEOH ,QGHHG
the overwhelming impression given by
the entire volume is that of consummate
professionalism, clarity and the desire to
communicate results without obfuscation.
The site description takes the reader through
the developing story of the site clearly and
unambiguously, integrating information
DERXW þQGV SRWWHU\ KXPDQ DQG DQLPDO
bone and palaeoenvironmental data as it
goes and (importantly) rigorously crossreferencing such data to the appropriate
VSHFLDOLVWUHSRUWVþJXUHVDQGWDEOHV:KHUH
used, technical terms are explained in plain
English.
Another attractive aspect of this report is
that it does not assume a detailed knowledge
of London’s topography or history from
the reader. References to other sites, street
names and natural features are clearly
explained, aided by some very useful maps.
7KH þJXUHV WKURXJKRXW DUH H[FHOOHQW ZLWK
good use of colour, and in particular the use

313

of a mini ‘key map’ on each of the detailed
plans, allowing the reader to orientate the
position of the detail to the overall site
plan works very well. The decision to print
the long, linear site plans across two pages
rather than rotate them through 90 degrees
and present them landscape on a single page
also helps the reader follow the descriptive
narrative, whilst the quality of the binding
is such that little, if anything, is lost in the
printing gutter. Photographs have been
intelligently selected and complement the
text; being in full colour they also contribute
to the attractiveness of the volume. Thus this
report is a model of lucidity and presentation,
accessible to a broad readership and thus
able to communicate its complex story of
site development with clarity and simplicity.
7KHVWRU\LWKDVWRWHOOLVIDVFLQDWLQJ,QWKH
pre-Roman period the area was characterised
by several meandering stream channels; these
were subject to repeated water management
initiatives throughout the Roman period
with only limited success, the area continuing to be prone to erosion by water
FKDQQHOV DQG SHUKDSV VHDVRQDO ÿRRGLQJ ,W
was in this landscape that a Roman cemetery
was established, for reasons that remain
unclear. A simple road was created running
parallel to a major drainage ditch, around
which a series of burials were made, mostly
in the 2nd century AD, but continuing into
WKHWKFHQWXU\ AD. There was no particular
burial rite, though many of burials had some
intriguing individual features. A cluster of
cremation burials was positioned on a patch
RI VOLJKWO\ GULHU JURXQG LQ WKH UG RU WK
century AD.
What was remarkable, however, was that
the cemetery was established in a landscape
that was still being actively eroded by
meandering stream channels and seasonal
ÿRRGLQJ7KXVPDQ\EXULDOVZHUHGLVWXUEHG
by water action, and analysis of the quantities
of disarticulated human bone recovered
suggested that parts of the bodies were
being washed downstream. This presents
a macabre picture of funerals taking place
in an area where decomposing bodies
were in plain view, revealed in the sides of
stream channels, offering fertile ground for
discussion about Roman attitudes to death
and burial.
This is particularly relevant to the well-
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known preponderance of human skulls
found in the Walbrook valley which, as every
schoolboy knows, represent the beheaded
victims of Boudica when she sacked London
in AD 60/61 (though several other more
sober interpretations have been offered
RYHUWKH\HDUV ,QWKHOLJKWRIWKLVVWXG\WKH
skulls may best be understood as the heads
of bodies inhumed in the wet, waterlogged
cemetery to the north of the Walbrook valley,
eroded from their erstwhile last resting place
and water-rolled some distance downstream.
All of this and more is discussed most fully,
drawing on data from other sites and the
antiquarian material contained in the
archives of the Museum of London.
,Q VXPPDU\ WKHUHIRUH WKLV YROXPH LV
an articulate, well presented and valuable
contribution to the study of Roman cemeteries in London and issues of Roman death
DQG EXULDO PRUH JHQHUDOO\ ,WV FOHDU DQG
accessible structure also makes it an enjoyable
and informative read to a very wide audience
who might not have specialist research
LQWHUHVWVRUNQRZOHGJHRIWKHSHULRG,WFDQ
thus be recommended unreservedly, and the
authors should be congratulated for such a
professional and articulate achievement.
Peter Clark

Ivy-Mantled Tower: A History of the Church and
Churchyard of St Mary, Hornsey, Middlesex. By
Bridget Cherry. Hornsey Historical Society,
3SþJV,6%1
3ULFHiKE
Everyone who has studied historic buildings
will be familiar with the name of the author
of this book. She brings her considerable
knowledge to the study of what are really
three now lost church buildings, the
churchyard and the tower, the lone survivor
of the medieval church of St Mary Hornsey.
The volume also covers community efforts to
secure the conservation of the tower and the
maintenance of the churchyard.
A major focus of the book is on the
medieval church; the tower represents the
only surviving fabric from this building.
The author has assembled a wide range
of illustrative material from numerous
DUFKLYHV DQG PXVHXP FROOHFWLRQV þUVWO\ WR
demonstrate the romantic, rural focus on the

church and churchyard as an area of natural
beauty and antiquity on the edge of London
GXULQJWKHWKFHQWXU\DQGVHFRQGO\WRXVH
the illustrations to assess the built fabric of
the lost building and most impressively how
the medieval church changed over time.
The documentary evidence for the medLHYDOFKXUFKLVOLPLWHGZLWKWKHþUVWKLVWRULFDO
reference dating from 1291. Much of the
evidence for investment in the fabric and the
presence of a chapel dedicated to the Holy
7ULQLW\ LQ  FRPHV IURP ZLOOV VSHFLI\LQJ
burial locations, donating funds for building
work or paying for requiem Masses. Building
works to the Trinity chapel received gifts in
DQG'RQDWLRQVLQWKHQUHIHU
to the Trinity aisle. Architectural evidence
from the many illustrations suggests the
south aisle as the most likely candidate.
Later chapters cover the adaptation of the
medieval building following the Reformation, after an interesting discussion about
the decoration of the early 16th-century
font. The church in the 17th century is
interpreted from records of the monuments
sourced from a variety of archives and identLþHG RQ PDQ\ RI WKH LQWHUQDO YLHZV %LR
graphical details of rectors in and around
the restoration of the protestant settlement
XQGHU (OL]DEHWK , DQG WKH LPSDFW RI WKH
Commonwealth on the fabric of the church,
the clergy and community are placed in
context with the study of the church fabric
and references from church records.
7KH VDPH DSSURDFK LV WDNHQ IRU WKH WK
century where the rectors and illustrative
material provide a framework for the interpretation and development of the building.
,WLVGXULQJWKLVSHULRGZKHUHWKHDYDLODELOLW\
of well-kept records document a building
programme starting in the 1770s, that included work to the bells hung in the tower
where the bell frame has an inscribed date
of 1775.
The proposal for the demolition of the
medieval church inspired new antiquarian
interest that provided many of the records
of the monuments and the interior. The
ODWH *HRUJLDQ FKXUFK LV VLJQLþFDQWO\ EHWWHU
documented than the medieval church.
,OOXVWUDWLRQV VKRZ WKH JURXQG SODQ VHDWLQJ
arrangement and crypt as well as a range of
information about the fundraising for the
new building, the installation of many of the
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monuments from the medieval church and
raising the height of the tower by an additional
stage. This church stood until 1927 when the
body of the church was demolished, leaving
the tower standing for the church bells.
7KHWKLUGFKXUFKZDVEXLOWLQRXWVLGH
the churchyard, on a scale to support the
population of a London suburb. This church
suffered war damage from an incendiary
bomb and blast damage caused by a nearby
V2. This damage was compounded by settlement, and by 1965 underpinning and various
extents of demolition were presented as
options to preserve the building to some
extent. The church was demolished in 1969.
7KH þQDO FKDSWHU RI WKH ERRN H[DPLQHV
the community’s role in raising funds for
the conservation of the church tower and
managing the churchyard as an amenity
space for the people of Hornsey. As such it
provides a useful case that other communities
could follow to help secure historic buildings
WKDWDUHXQOLNHO\WRþQGDFRPPHUFLDOO\YLDEOH
use. This volume is an excellent example of
D NQRZOHGJHDEOH DXWKRU HIþFLHQWO\ PLQLQJ
the information about lost buildings and
integrating the different sources. Beyond any
interest in the Hornsey churches themselves
this book is a valuable, accessible example of
how to go about this type of study.
Chris Constable

The Building Accounts of the Savoy Hospital,
London, 1515—1520. Edited by Charlotte A
Stanford. Westminster Abbey Record Series
9,,,7KH%R\GHOO3UHVV3S[[YLL
þJV,6%13ULFHi
hb.
+HQU\ 9,,àV 6DYR\ +RVSLWDO RI  D ODUJH
complex south of the Strand, is little known.
,W LV VDLG WKDW WKH NLQJ KLPVHOI GUHZ XS WKH
SODQ RI VHYHUDO ODUJH UDQJHV LQÿXHQFHG E\
FRQWHPSRUDU\ 6SDQLVK DQG ,WDOLDQ PRGHOV
He endowed it well, but it failed as a hospital
and dwindled into obscurity and other uses
within 50 years. The only surviving fragment
is a chapel, rebuilt several times. One
welcome compensation, therefore, is this
publication of detailed building accounts,
that is workers’ wages for almost three years
from September 1512 to July 1515, and
details of materials and piecework on the site
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for almost seven years from August 1513 to
April 1520. They are in Westminster Abbey
Muniments (WAM 63509).
,Q KHU LQWURGXFWLRQ 3URIHVVRU 6WDQIRUG
describes the history of the site from its
origin as the palace of Peter of Savoy, uncle
of Eleanor of Provence, which was partly
EORZQXSGXULQJULRWVLQWKHQ+HQU\àV
project and the buildings of the hospital, as
far as the accounts illuminate them, which
is considerably. The master carpenter was
Humphrey Cook, who also built the surviving hall roof at Christ Church Oxford,
so the Savoy roofs, which are almost totally
unknown, must have been special.
More than half the book is taken up by
a transcription of the fastidious records
by the clerk who paid the workers’ wages
every fortnight. Scores of masons, joiners,
carpenters and bricklayers are named. For a
missing day, a black mark. From this we learn
PXFK DERXW WKH HEE DQG ÿRZ RI FUDIWVPHQ
and labourers on a major building site — and
WKHIUHTXHQWLQWHUUXSWLRQRIKROLGD\V,QWKH
þUVW IHZ ZHHNV RI WKH DFFRXQW IRU LQVWDQFH
the majority of workers were absent (and
were presumably told to be) at Michaelmas,
29 September, at the Feast of Edward the
Confessor, 13 October, and at the Feast of SS
6LPRQDQG-XGH2FWREHU
The accounts of materials and work from
1513 to 1520 will be of wide interest. The
prices and methods of transport of various
VWRQH W\SHV DUH FDWDORJXHG &DHQ ZKLFK
ZDV þUVW ODQGHG DW 6W .DWKDULQHàV QHDU WKH
Tower, Burford which came via Culham
(Oxfordshire), and Reigate which came overland to the wharf at Vauxhall. Tiles came
from Marlow (Buckinghamshire), many
loads of timber from St Albans Abbey (Hertfordshire). Lead and plaster were bought
LQ EXON DW %LOOLQJVJDWH ,URQZRUN LV JLYHQ LQ
detail, including nearly half a million nails,
but not its sources. The study also contains
a useful glossary of medieval building terms.
This publication provides a glimpse into
a large and well-run construction workshop
on a royal site at the end of the medieval
SHULRG)RU/RQGRQLWKHOSVWRþOOWKHORQJ
gap between published accounts of medieval
works at Westminster and the building
accounts of Wren’s St Paul’s in the late 17th
century.
John Schoþeld
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Shakespeare in London. By Hannah Crawforth,
Sarah Dustagheer and Jennifer Young.
%ORRPVEXU\  3S [    þJV ,6%1
3ULFHiSE
,WLVZHOONQRZQWKDW6KDNHVSHDUHVHWPRVWRI
his plays in exotic locations such as Athens,
9HURQD ,OO\ULD DQG WKH OLNH UDWKHU WKDQ
/RQGRQ Þ RU GLG KH" 7KH DXWKRUV RI WKLV
stimulating book show that London ‘became
DSDUWRIKLPDQGKLVZULWLQJà$VEHþWVDWULR
of literary scholars, the three authors write
seamlessly. All three have Kings College
London links and London is clearly as
important to them as it was to Shakespeare.
The book presents a new way of looking at
the plays — and perhaps a new way of looking
at London. Regardless of where the discussed
plays are set globally, there is a relation to
London.
The book is very much a literary, linguistic
and historical (though not archaeological),
one but its topographical nature certainly
contributes to our understanding of London
in the late 16th and early 17th centuries.
Historians and archaeologists know what a
pulsating metropolis London was in the 16th
DQGHDUO\WKFHQWXULHV,WZDVQRWRQO\WKH
largest city in the realm, but as the capital
it was also the centre of political, economic,
legal and religious life. Shakespeare arrived
LQ/RQGRQLQWKHODWHVDQGZDVFHUWDLQO\
a power to be reckoned with by 1592.
The authors have chosen eight plays
set chronologically and in eight locations
DFURVV /RQGRQ Þ VSHFLþFDOO\ IURP ZHVW WR
east — to illustrate themes ranging from
violence in Tyburn to science in the City
ending up with an epilogue in the Tower.
7KHþUVWFKDSWHUWDNHVTitus Andronicus, one
of Shakespeare’s bloodiest pieces, to look
at the downside of Tudor life and death.
The range of ‘entertainments’ available
to Londoners included dramatic and real
violence. Tyburn is indeed the most famous
venue for executions, but there were also
gallows in Finsbury Fields next door to
the Theatre in Shoreditch, and the cruel
animal baiting could be seen near the Rose
and Globe. Richard II is chosen to illustrate
court life in Whitehall, where Shakespeare
explores social unrest, protection and
patronage of playwrights as well as aspiring
politicians. The play itself took on political

meaning as the Essex conspirators paid to
have it played by Shakespeare’s company at
the Globe. Class differences are illustrated in
Romeo and Juliet in the Strand, the highway
between court and commerce and thus a
cauldron of change. The Merchant of Venice
ZDV DOPRVW FHUWDLQO\ þUVW SHUIRUPHG DW WKH
QHZ%ODFNIULDUVWKHDWUHMXVWHDVWRIWKH,QQV
of Court. This ‘third university’ area not only
was the focus of legal training but provided
ready audiences for the nearby theatre. The
Shakespearean theatre and its managers,
writers and players were constantly
embroiled in lawsuits and contract disputes
which has incidentally provided a wealth of
information on the subject. St Paul’s is the
appropriate venue to discuss religion within
Hamlet. However, St Paul’s itself was a wellknown meeting place and its churchyard was
the centre of the printing, publishing and
book selling trade — the emerging power
of the printed word was harnessed by God
and Drama. Although King Lear is used as
the vehicle to discuss medicine, the chosen
venue of Bedlam (recently excavated by
MOLA) concentrates on mental illness —
with the interesting notion of ‘Bedlam as
theatre’! Lear was as disturbed as the inmates
at Bedlam and witchcraft was never far away
in the Tudor mind. Timon of Athens is used
to look at economy but chooses the King’s
Bench prison in Southwark to explore the
murky world of excess, downfall, debt and
poverty. Again there is a comparison between
the Southwark that hosted playhouses and
prisons almost side by side. Again these
were venues know by playwrights such as
Dekker incarcerated in the King’s Bench
for years. The chapter on ‘experimentation
in Shakespeare’s London’ uses Prospero’s
magic in the Tempest to look at the hub of
VFLHQWLþF LQYHVWLJDWLRQ FHQWUHG LQ /LPH
Street though the play was performed at the
Blackfriars where Shakespeare was able to
provide dazzling musical and visual effects.
,WLVDOVRDSOD\WKDWLOOXVWUDWHVWKHGHVLUHDQG
knowledge of exploration and travel. The
epilogue discusses the little known Henry
VIII, whose actions ‘spans the trajectory of
this book’ from Whitehall to the Tower of
London representing another, darker, aspect
of power. We might note the irony that a
performance of Henry VIII at the Globe
brought about its destruction in 1613.
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London therefore, could provide a cosmopolitan quarry of personae, plots and actions
IURP DOO DVSHFWV RI WKH þFNOH SRSXODWLRQ
— high and low. Shakespeare’s acumen
and observance of his own surroundings
provided all the necessary clothing for his
myriad plots.
Julian Bowsher

The Spitalþelds Suburb 1539—c 1880: Excavations at Spitalþelds Market, London E1,
1991—2007. By Chiz Harward, Nick Holder
and Nigel Jeffries. Museum of London
Archaeology Monograph 61, 2015. Pp xx
   þJV  WDEOHV &' VXSSOHPHQW
,6%13ULFHiKE
Over a 20-year period (1990—2010) an enorPRXV KD  H[WUDPXUDO VLWH O\LQJ EHWZHHQ
%LVKRSVJDWH DQG 6SLWDOþHOGV 0DUNHW ZDV
UHGHYHORSHG ,Q RQH RI WKH ODUJHVW DQG
longest-running archaeological endeavours
ever undertaken in Britain, more than 150
02/$þHOGVWDIIH[FDYDWHGWKHVLWHàV5RPDQ
medieval and later archaeological deposits.
The monograph reviewed here deals with
the period after the Reformation; it is one
of four which will in due course present the
full range of evidence from the site. The
excavation of this extraordinarily interesting
area — the enclave of rich Tudor Londoners
which descended into the notorious slum
depicted by Gustave Doré and was made
famous in Jack London’s People of the Abyss
(1903)— offered an opportunity to throw
fresh light on the lives of the people of
6SLWDOþHOGV ZKRVH UHPDLQV LQ GHDWK ZHUH
studied so memorably by J Reeve and M
Adams (The Spitalþelds ProMect: Vol 1, the
Archaeology, Across the Styx Council for British
$UFKDHRORJ\ 5HVHDUFK 5HSRUW   
and T Molleson and M Cox (The Spitalþelds
ProMect: Vol 2, the Anthropology, the Middling Sort
Council for British Archaeology Research
5HSRUW  
7KHYROXPHþUVWGHVFULEHVWKHGHYHORSPHQW
of the suburb from the dissolution of the
priory and hospital of St Mary Spital in
1539 to c ,W VKRZV WKH PDQQHU LQ
which the complex sequence of property
transactions which followed immediately
DIWHUWKH'LVVROXWLRQGHþQHGWKHSDWWHUQRI
land ownership, and thus the layout of the
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DUHD IRU WKH QH[W IRXU FHQWXULHV ,QLWLDOO\
the extent of demolitions and changes to
the priory buildings was surprisingly limited;
WKH FDQRQVà LQþUPDU\ IRU H[DPSOH D ODUJH
timber-framed complex, survived largely
XQDOWHUHGLQWRWKHWKFHQWXU\,QWHUHVWLQJ
continuities emerge across the Reformation;
they include the retention of the cemetery
chapel and Spital pulpit cross, where Easter
VHUPRQV KDG EHHQ SUHDFKHG VLQFH WKH WK
FHQWXU\7KHFKDSHOZDVUHEXLOWLQWKHV
and 1590s with its open-sided two-storeyed
viewing gallery with banks of tiered seating,
reminiscent of a theatre, where the mayor
and aldermen of the City could listen to the
Easter sermons delivered from Spital cross.
As the late Christopher Phillpotts shows
LQ D þQH HVVD\ GLVFXVVLQJ WKH JRYHUQDQFH
and administration of the area, its former
PRQDVWLFVWDWXVDOVRKDGDVLJQLþFDQWEHDULQJ
on the subsequent character of its population;
the fact that it remained an enclave immune
from parochial authority attracted protestant
nonconformists, Quakers and Huguenot
settlers, whilst the right of sanctuary which
obtained there until 1697 made it attractive
to criminals, prostitutes and debtors.
The section describing the developments
before 1660 also includes a notable collection of plans of pre-Great Fire houses, with
valuable evidence of construction practice
(many of the structures were timberframed), internal features (garderobes,
þUHSODFHV ÿRRUV  DQG H[WHUQDO VWUXFWXUHV
yards, cesspits and wells. Other highlights
include an account of Artillery Ground (Ben
Jonson’s ‘seed-plot’ of the Civil War) where
D þULQJ UDQJH ZKHUH FDQQRQ ZHUH SURRIHG
KDV EHHQ LGHQWLþHG $ VPDOO EXW PDVVLYHO\
defended star-shaped defence found there
LV VHHQ DV D SUDFWLFH IRUWLþFDWLRQ RI WKH
1630s rather than a Civil War fort. Here
the account of the archaeology is enlivened
E\ GRFXPHQWDU\ HYLGHQFH IRU WKH þUHZRUN
displays which took place on the site in the
early 17th century, leading on to the story
RI WKH þUHZRUNPDNHU NLOOHG WKHUH LQ DQ
explosion in 1669.
,Q 3DUW ,,, WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI WKH DUHD
after 1660 is described — much of it taking the
form of streets of low-cost and moderately
sized row houses of brick with standard twoURRPHG SODQV EXLOW RQ IRUPHU þHOGV IURP
WKHVEXWLQFOXGLQJVRPHSURSHUWLHVRI
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much higher status, notably the houses of
wealthy silk merchants in Spital Square, and
with a chapel and the cruciform predecessor
WR 6SLWDOþHOGV 0DUNHW 7KH SXEOLFDWLRQ
RI GR]HQV RI ODWH WKFHQWXU\ DQG WK
century house plans is a valuable addition
to the corpus of records of the London
house, especially as the publication is rich in
fascinating details of their construction, such
as the creation of basements by raising the
new roads on burnt debris derived almost
certainly from the clearances following the
Great Fire of London.
There is much to enjoy in these site
narratives. They successfully integrate a
series of clearly structured accounts of the
excavated evidence (no doubt selected
from a vast mass of detailed information)
with a masterly command of a wide range
of documentary and cartographic sources.
By the early 19th century the historical
accounts become evocative descriptions,
drawing not just on commercial and legal
documents but on such enlivening sources as
the Proceedings of the Old Bailey Criminal
Court. Thus an excavated foundation
EHFRPHV D SXE ZKHUH D EOLQG þGGOHU SHU
IRUPHGDQGDVWROHQSDLQWLQJKXQJLQDþUVW
ÿRRUURRP7KURXJKRXWWKHH[FHOOHQWVHULHV
of coloured site plans (a great bonus of the
move to full colour publication), intelligently
grouped with extracts from historic maps
and closely integrated with the text, is an
admirable feature, as is the skilful balance of
telling detail with the ability to present the
big picture.
,QWKHVW\OHQRZZHOOHVWDEOLVKHGLQ02/$
reports, the artefactual and environmental
evidence is presented as part of the site
narrative, rather than taking the form of
separate appendices, thus achieving a close
match of object, environment and context. Where the evidence is not especially
remarkable, the account moves along swiftly;
some buildings are simply published as block
plans. By contrast, in those instances where
good assemblages of artefacts or ecofacts
were recovered, much fuller documentation
is published and a concerted effort made
to interpret the context with the full range
of evidence. Just occasionally the summary
treatment can be frustrating; this reviewer,
for example, would have liked to learn
PRUH DERXW WKH LQWHUHVWLQJ ÿRRUV RI UHXVHG

medieval decorated tiles and later paving
tiles in the house of the Master Gunner
and in Building 501, which are given only
short descriptions and are illustrated only
E\ JHQHUDO VLWH SKRWRJUDSKV SS   
On the other hand, the reader will need
patience to follow the fulsome accounts of
the 70 selected contexts whose artefactual
and environmental contents are presented,
and this reviewer would sometimes have
preferred a photograph to a paragraph of
detailed description of objects which are
not illustrated (failing that, it would have
been useful to see some of these objects in
the accompanying CD). Nevertheless, the
DFFRXQWV UHSUHVHQW D KLJK OHYHO RI þQGV
LGHQWLþFDWLRQ LQFOXGLQJ IXOO SXEOLFDWLRQ RI
the 19th-century material which has only
recently been the subject of much serious
attention in Britain, and are often enriched
by wide-ranging references to parallels
elsewhere in Britain, in continental Europe
or in North America.
7KH þQDO VHFWLRQ RI WKH YROXPH 3DUW ,9 
takes the form of a series of extended essays
which draw together the main themes of
WKHSURMHFWJRYHUQDQFHDQGDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
sanitation and rubbish disposal; household
economy (including botanical evidence);
leisure (in which there are excellent accounts
of the glass by Lyn Blackmore and clay pipes
by Jacqui Pearce); the working life of the
area including its silk industry; its Huguenot
and Jewish communities; the religious life;
and the physical growth and architecture
RI WKH HDUO\ VXEXUE $OO DUH YDOXDEOH , ZLOO
PHQWLRQWKUHHVSHFLþFDOO\
First, Nigel Jeffries’ wide-ranging account
of household economies, which builds on
ZRUN LQ 1RUWK $PHULFD LV D VLJQLþFDQW
development in the study of post-medieval
þQGV LQ %ULWDLQ KHUH WKH WUHDWPHQW RI WKH
19th-century ceramics is particularly notable.
The excavation yielded the largest collection
of post-medieval artefacts ever recovered
from London, providing a succession of
groups well suited to this purpose. Jeffries
uses it to discuss not just such matters as
the growth in drinking coffee and tea, but
such niceties as the question of whether
changes in meal times are detectable in the
archaeological record. Here the specialist
will use the accompanying CD-ROM, in which
the mass of supporting data is tabulated.
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Second, the systematic study of a huge
collection of botanical remains, including
some as late as the late 19th century, is a
notable feature of the excavations, brought
WRJHWKHU LQ $QQH 'DYLVà GLVFXVVLRQ ,W
shows the ever-widening range of plants
consumed by Londoners in the postmedieval period; alongside the strawberry,
UDVSEHUU\EODFNEHUU\ DQG þJ FRPPRQO\
found throughout the period, she charts the
arrival of — for example — rice, tobacco, black
pepper and even such exotica as allspice
IURPWKH:HVW,QGLHV
Third, Nick Holder’s discussion of the
KRXVHV RI 6SLWDOþHOGV LV D PHPRUDEOH
FRQFOXGLQJ HVVD\ ,W VKRZV WKDW ZKHQ WKH
principles underlying the arrangement of
the house are understood, much more can
be inferred from the archaeological evidence
than excavators commonly realise.
Over the last decade and more Museum
of London Archaeology’s impressive output
of volumes has been unequalled in Britain.
This volume is of international importance.
,W LV GLIþFXOW WR WKLQN RI DQ\ SLHFH RI SRVW
medieval urban archaeology conducted on
such a grand scale, and published to such
a high professional standard, anywhere on
earth.
John Allan

St Marylebone’s Paddington Street North Burial
Ground: Excavations at Paddington Street London
W1, 2012—2013. By Michael Henderson,
Adrian Miles and Don Walker. Museum of
London Archaeology, Archaeology Studies
6HULHV   3S [LLL    þJV 
WDEOHV,6%13ULFHi
pb.
This volume is packed with information
and delivers a good narrative of the
OLYHV RI WKH WK DQG HDUO\ WKFHQWXU\
population whom the burials excavated
here represent. On one level this volume
works as a companion to the earlier and
ORQJHU0R/$6PRQRJUDSKIURPZKLFK
deals with the St Marylebone church and
churchyard (A Miles, N Powers, & R WroeBrown with D Walker St Marylebone Church
and Burial Ground in the 18th to 19th Centuries:
Excavations at St Marylebone School, 1992 and
2004—6 Museum of London Archaeology
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6HUYLFH0RQRJUDSK6HULHV  ERWK
the documentary and osteological aspects
show great similarities across the two burial
grounds. The new volume is also very good
as a stand-alone volume which is accessible
to the general reader as well as those with
particular historical, documentary or osteological interest.
The presence of known individuals is also
a powerful tool for the osteologist and one of
the most interesting parts of the book is the
comparison of osteological age with actual
age (given in the breast plates or other
records). For individuals under 25 years old
the actual and osteological age agrees very
well. By the time that osteological age of
ÞLVUHDFKHGWKLVFDQLQFOXGHLQGLYLGXDOV
with actual ages of as young as 30 or as old
DV  $QG WKH þQDO JURXS RI  DQG ROGHU
osteological age includes a few individuals
ZLWKDQDFWXDODJHXSWR
At the other end of the human life span,
a study uses dental radiometry to investigate
the stages of development and eruption of
the teeth of the subadult individuals, who
KDG EHHQ LGHQWLþHG YLD WKH EUHDVW SODWHV
The illustrations of radiographs showing
the milk teeth with the permanent teeth
still developing within the jaw below them
are of great interest to those interested in
dental morphology and development. This
WHFKQLTXHKHOSVWRUHþQHWKHDFFXUDF\RIWKH
dental age assigned by the osteologist looking
at the visible dentition. This is important for
the continuous testing and improvement
of the methods which are commonly used
on populations for which we may have no
breast plates or personal documentary
HYLGHQFH ,W ZDV DOVR UHDVVXULQJ WR VHH WKDW
the osteological section included a test of
inter-observer error, which is important and
not always covered in publications.
The population revealed is of a higher
social status than many of the burial grounds
excavated within London in recent years,
with skilled tradesmen, clergy and gentlemen
amongst the professions recorded. The
osteological analysis reveals interesting evidence of various conditions which show
visible changes to the skeleton. Several toe
DQG þQJHU MRLQWV VKRZ DUWKULWLF GDPDJH
consistent with gout which, historically at
least, was thought of as the rich man’s disease.
Other conditions such as rickets were once
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thought to be the curse of poorer children
in urban areas. The incidence of rickets here
is quite high, as it was at Marylebone church
and churchyard. There are signs of rickets
in older individuals indicating that the
FRQGLWLRQ ZDV UHJXODUO\ VXUYLYHG ,W ZRXOG
seem that middle class children of the W1
area are suffering the results of their parents
following fads in terms of diet and time spent
outdoors, but their otherwise privileged
lifestyle means they have a far better chance
of surviving the condition and growing into
adulthood.
Sylvia Warman

Bankside: London’s Original District of Sin. By
David Brandon and Alan Brown. Amberley
3XEOLVKLQJ 6WURXG  3S   þJV
,6%13ULFHiSE
This is a thematic history of Bankside,
the south bank of the Thames between
Blackfriars Bridge and London Bridge.
‘Bankside has a rich and diverse history
and has over the centuries reinvented
LWVHOI RQ PDQ\ RFFDVLRQV ,W FKDQJHG IURP
the early residential area of ecclesiastical
houses and mansions to brothels, bearbaiting and theatre, which in turn gave
way to’ industrialisation; now it has been
transformed from industrial dereliction
to a major tourist destination. This book
offers a readable history of this remarkable
area of Southwark from the Roman period
until the present day, highlighting the
‘remarkable renaissance’ of the area over
the last 20 years with the building of the
Millennium Bridge, the construction of the
replica Globe and conversion of Bankside
Power Station into the Tate Modern. Great
attention is paid to the low life aspects of the
area’s history, including its brothels, inns,
playhouses and animal-baiting. However,
there is a chapter on places of worship and
another on railways and industrialisation.
There are a few doubtful claims, such as that
there is evidence for Roman prostitution
RQ %DQNVLGH S   DQG VHYHUDO LQFRUUHFW
statements such as a 10th-century witch
being drowned at London Bridge (see D
+LOO ß/RQGRQ %ULGJH D UHDVRQDEOH GRXEWà
Trans London Middlesex Archaeol Soc 27
 Þ ,WLVDSLW\WKDWWKHQXPHURXV

illustrations are not linked to the text and
the bibliography is not subdivided into
individual chapters, making it very hard to
identify sources. While the book mentions all
the major buildings and monuments, such as
the remains of Winchester Palace, within the
area, there is no detailed map of the locality
or even a list of places to visit, which is a pity
DV,ZRXOGLPDJLQHWKDWWKLVERRNLVDLPHGDW
the numerous visitors to the area.
Bruce Watson

Britain’s Forgotten Film Factory: The Story of
Isleworth Studios. By Ed Harris. Amberley
3XEOLVKLQJ3SþJV,6%1
3ULFHiSE
7KLVERRNLVDERXWWKH,VOHZRUWKþOPVWXGLR
in West London which was in operation
IRU QHDUO\  \HDUV EHWZHHQ  DQG 
%HUWLH 6DPXHOVRQ VHW XS WKH þOP FRPSDQ\
and studios at Worton Hall, Worton
0LGGOHVH[ )ROORZLQJRQIURPWKHþUVWþOP
about Sherlock Holmes, A Study in Scarlet, the
outbreak of the War led to a two day sprint
to prepare a script, props and costumes for
D þOP HQWLWOHG A Great European War, which
was completed in two weeks. The cinematic
VXFFHVVHVGXULQJ:RUOG:DU,ZHUHIROORZHG
by a decline through the 1920s, and Worton
Hall was sold on several occasions, all of
which is explained in readable detail.
Many of the great directors and actors
ZRUNHG DW WKH ,VOHZRUWK 6WXGLRV DW VRPH
WLPH 7KH þOP GLUHFWRU $OH[DQGHU .RUGD
purchased the lease on Worton Hall in the
1930s. During this time the actor Douglas
Fairbanks Junior became involved with
,VOHZRUWK 6WXGLRV PDNLQJ þOPV WR DWWUDFW
larger American audiences. A full roll call
RI %ULWLVK DFWRUV DSSHDUHG LQ þOPV PDGH DW
,VOHZRUWKPDQ\ODWHUEHFRPLQJZHOONQRZQ
through their work in television. One of the
JUHDWþOPVPDGHKHUHZDVThe African Queen
with Katharine Hepburn and Humphrey
%RJDUW ,W ZDV FRPSOHWHG LQ  DQG RQO\
D IXUWKHU þYH þOPV ZHUH PDGH EHIRUH WKH
studios closed in 1952.
This book contains a tremendous amount
of detail about the history of the studios
and chronicles the demise of the British
þOPLQGXVWU\DIWHU:RUOG:DU,,,WLQFOXGHV
DIXOOþOPRJUDSK\RIDOOWKHFRPSDQLHVWKDW
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XVHG WKH VWXGLRV DQG WKH þOPV WKH\ PDGH
DW ,VOHZRUWK LQ DGGLWLRQ WR D VRXUFH OLVW
bibliography and index. The 63 images
depicting sets, actors and scenes as well as
some of the surviving studio buildings (in
2011) are placed within one section of the
book. Sadly they are printed on the same
paper as used for the text when a whiter,
better quality stock would have improved
the contrast and clarity of the archival
prints. However, this is a most interesting
book relating a little known aspect of British
FLQHPDWLFKLVWRU\,WZLOOEHRIJUHDWLQWHUHVW
WR UHVLGHQWV RI ,VOHZRUWK DQG WKH HQYLURQV
WKRVH LQWHUHVWHG LQ %ULWLVK FLQHPD DQG þOP
historians.
Steve Sherlock

Around Pinner Through Time. By Pinner Local
+LVWRU\ 6RFLHW\  3S   þJV ,6%1
3ULFHiSE
Around Pinner Through Time is a book of
images illustrating the changing face of
Pinner during its transition from being a
small village in the countryside to becoming
a part of Greater London. Pinner’s early
origin is recorded as the largest settlement
on the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Manor of
Harrow with its own church and fair. A brief
overview of its history in the introduction
explains that many of Pinner’s street names
today are thought to derive from the layout
of this settlement. A map of the parish dating
to 1900 gives a useful visual reference for the
UHDGHU 7KH UHPDLQGHU RI WKH ERRN LV þOOHG
with high quality photographs, paintings
and drawings of Pinner as it appeared then
and now, often with a dated historic photo
above a modern photo for comparison.
An accompanying brief text gives some
background on each of the sites shown and
their development over the intervening
years.
Personally, as an archaeologist working in
Historic Environment Assessment, or deskEDVHG VLWH DVVHVVPHQWV , þQG VXFK ORFDO
history books treasure troves of information.
When researching a site we attempt to
trace its history, decipher what archaeology
may have been present and how much of
that could have survived the more recent
FKDQJHV RQ D SDUWLFXODU SORW ,Q 3LQQHUàV
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case an archaeologist’s job has been made
much more straightforward with archive
photographs and drawings clearly located,
GDWHGDQGGHVFULEHGIRUQXPHURXVVLWHV,WLV
clear intimate local knowledge, which could
otherwise be lost in time, has been included.
The oldest surviving timber-framed dwelling
house Middlesex at Headstone Manor and
the survival of the deer park at Pinner Park
are noteworthy survivals of its medieval
heritage.
Local and social historians will enjoy
the views of existing or more recently
lost buildings, seeing the well-known and
forgotten faces of Pinner alike while following
changes in clothing styles, architecture,
transport and even forms of entertainment
DQGVKRSSLQJKDELWV7KHþQDOWZRLPDJHVRI
3LQQHUIDLUSHUKDSVLQGLFDWHWKHGLIþFXOW\RI
maintaining traditions in a small pocket of
Greater London. This charming publication
will no doubt help the people of Pinner to
hold on to and share its fascinating heritage
for some time to come.
Sinead Marshall

A Victorian Street Through 130 Years: Monserrat Road, Putney. By Dorian Gerhold.
Wandsworth Historical Society, Wandsworth
3DSHU   3S   þJV ,6%1  
3ULFHiSE
Local history publications cover a wide
range of subjects with studies of places often
focusing on a particular region, village or
even individual buildings. This book, more
unusually, traces the history of one single
street over the course of 130 years. This
scope is intimate enough to allow known
people and personal stories to feature while
leaving room for details of gradual changes
on Monserrat Road through time.
0RQVHUUDW 5RDG ZDV EXLOW LQ WKH V
following an explosion of development in
Putney, including the arrival of a new railway
link serving East Putney Station. From the
beginning the road has presented a relatively
XQLþHG SLFWXUH ZLWK WZR 9LFWRULDQ KRXVLQJ
GHYHORSPHQWVGRPLQDWLQJWKHVWUHHWVFDSH,W
has been designated as part of the Oxford
5RDG &RQVHUYDWLRQ $UHD VLQFH  7KLV
interesting book presents the stories of the
street’s residents, builders and developers.
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Photographs, portraits, house plans, sales
catalogues and even ‘rooms to let’ and
‘help wanted’ advertisements help us to
understand the life of the people who lived
and worked on the street. Changes to the
KRXVHV IURP VXEGLYLVLRQ LQWR ÿDWV DQG ODWHU
conversion back to family homes as well as
changing functions of rooms, such as former
sculleries and extensions to the rear and
below ground, are all detailed. The book is
well referenced with appendices listing the
occupants of individual houses at various
WLPHV,WLVDPRVWXVHIXOVRXUFHRIUHIHUHQFH
for local studies in Putney and also in general
for the period it discusses.
Sinead Marshall

Mapping an English Parish Before 1870: A
History of Hareþeld in Middlesex Through Maps.
%\ .HLWK 3LHUF\ +DUHþHOG +LVWRU\ 6RFLHW\
3S$ODQGVFDSHFRORXUþJV,6%1
3ULFHiSE:LQQHU
of the LAMAS Local History Publications
Award 2015.
+DUHþHOG LV D UHPRWH 0LGGOHVH[ SDULVK
singularly blessed with many historic maps
DQG SODQV +RZ OXFN\ IRU +DUHþHOG WKHQ
that a geography teacher with an interest in
the history of his locality should come across
the maps and be impassioned to use them to
learn about the history and development of
the area. Not until his retirement, however,
did he have the time to complete the study,
which is documented in this enjoyable and
instructive book. How lucky for the reader.
The maps presented here cover the period
IURPWKHHDUOLHVWGDWHGWRWKHLQFK
2UGQDQFH 6XUYH\ PDS RI  0RVW DUH
beautifully drawn and many are tinted; a
SODQ RI +DUHþHOG *URYH LQ  YHUJHV RQ
the gorgeous. The author has examined an
H[WHQVLYHOLWHUDWXUHDERXWROGPDSVþQGLQJ
that modern map-making in England
began in the early 16th century following
improvements in surveying techniques,
and that developments in printing
had made dissemination possible. For
Saxton’s early maps of England and Wales,
based on counties, state administration
SURYLGHG D VRXUFH RI þQDQFH DQG D PDUNHW
Subsequently county maps had usually to
rely on subscription from private donors,

which accounts for the border displays of
their coats of arms and the emphasis on
their country seats.
Maps for private legal or management
purposes found their own funding and
EHQHþWWHGKXJHO\IURPWKHLPSURYHPHQWVLQ
measuring. Their chief drawback is that they
mostly cover a relatively small area, but the
compensation is that they frequently include
an enormous range of topographical and
economic information. ‘The Plott of the
capitall messuage of Brackenburye’ of
c.1620, for example, shows land use, while
WKHUHLVDFOHDUOD\RXWRI+DUHþHOGFHQWUHLQ
WKHHDUO\WKFHQWXU\1HZGLJDWH(VWDWHPDS
Later on, road, canal and rail plans were
produced and the 19th century contributed
useful maps in sale brochures. They are all
packed with information which the author
makes it his business to bring out. He points
out that prior to the Ordnance Survey, maps
were made with a particular purpose in mind
and show only what the commissioner and
his cartographer wanted to be seen. On the
RWKHUKDQG,WKLQNLWLVWUXHWKDWPRVWXVHUV
of maps see what they want to see, whatever
the purpose of the map.
7KH HDUOLHVW PDS GDWHG  DQG SUH
dating improvements, is a prime example of
the dominating purpose of a map, it being
ODUJHO\DZULWWHQDFFRXQWRIþVKLQJULJKWVLQ
+DUHþHOGZLWKGLDJUDPPDWLFH[SODQDWLRQ,W
is curious and looks odd to modern eyes. At
WKHRWKHUH[WUHPHLVWKH+DUHþHOG(QFORVXUH
0DS RI  ,W LV ZRQGHUIXOO\ GHWDLOHG DQG
lucid, easy to interpret and having certain
parts shown at a larger scale. Would that all
enclosure maps were so rich. Most of the
maps illustrated are accompanied by lists
of named properties and owners compiled
by the author. Appendices include a list of
HVWDWH PDSV EHIRUH  DQG GHDO IXUWKHU
ZLWK VRPH LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV DQG IXQGLQJ ,W
has stout scroll binding which allows the
PDSVWREHVHHQÿDW7KHUHSURGXFWLRQVDUH
of high quality, which is rather unusual these
days.
This book is an enterprising venture, a
good example of what can be found out by
using maps alone. As the author rightly says
LQKLVþQDOSDUDJUDSKßWKH\KDYHWXUQHGRXW
to be a useful, even major, source of data,
albeit partial’. His purpose was to consider
the contribution of maps to understanding
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a locality’s history. He has indeed done that.
1HZFRPHUV WR WKH þHOG ZLOO þQG LW D YHU\
useful introduction and companion. Those
PRUHVHDVRQHGVKRXOGDOVRþQGDJRRGGHDO
of helpfulness in it, as well as sheer pleasure.
Pat Clarke

$OVRUHFHLYHG
London Topographical Record Vol 31. Edited
by Ann Saunders. London Topographical
6RFLHW\3XEOLFDWLRQ3SPDQ\
þJV,6%13ULFHiKE
Available from www.topsoc.org or R Cline,
Flat 13, 13 Tavistock Place, London WC1H
9SH (cheques made out to the Society; add
8.SRVWDJHRIiIRURQHRUWZRERRNV 
The London Topographical Record appears at
þYH\HDU LQWHUYDOV DV D FROOHFWLRQ RI HVVD\V
and illustrations which contribute to the
topographical history of London. Each
volume is individual; and as the editor notes,
LQ D YDOHGLFWRU\ HGLWRULDO DIWHU  \HDUV RI
service, ‘several highly successful careers
KDYHEHHQEXLOWRQDþUVWHVVD\LQWKHRecord’.
7KHUH DUH  SDSHUV KHUH , ZLOO PHQWLRQ
only a few. Kerry Downes unpicks architectural evidence and denies that Wren was
LQÿXHQFHGE\%RUURPLQL7KHUHDUHVWXGLHV
RI LQGLYLGXDO ORVW EXLOGLQJV RI +HQU\ 9,,àV
almshouse at Westminster by Christine Merie
Fox and Nevill’s Court, Fetter Lane by Dorian
Gerhold. New work on plans and maps is
provided by Derek Keene (an early proposal
for London’s Royal Exchange of 1566, but
on another site), by Dorian Gerhold again
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(further maps and biographical information
on the Treswells) and by Tracey Logan
(a portion of the lost Chiswick Enclosure
0DS RI   )LWWLQJO\ WKH UHWLULQJ HGLWRU
contributes two papers, one on a farm
swallowed up by Regent’s Park and the other
RQWKHWULXPSKDODUFKHVHUHFWHGIRU-DPHV,
LQ7KHYROXPHDOVRLQFOXGHVRELWXDULHV
of Hermione Hobhouse and Anthony Moss.
Two Early Panoramas of The Regent’s Park: The
Panoramas of Richard Morris and John Mortimer.
By Geoffrey Tyack. London Topographical
6RFLHW\3XEOLFDWLRQ3SFRORXU
þJV ,6%1      3ULFH i
hb. Available as for the previous.
One of the most extraordinary developments
in 19th-century London, a century of great
topographical change, was The Regent’s
3DUN RI Þ +HUH -RKQ 1DVK FUHDWHG
a landscape and surrounded it by blocks of
houses the like of which had not been seen
in London before (and have rarely been
imitated since). The white classical facades
were crying out for a panoramic view along
them such as would later be provided by
a movie camera. The panorama, a large
painting on a circular wall, had just been
invented; and two early printed examples
of the buildings around Regent’s Park are
reproduced here, of John Mortimer of
cÞ DQG RI 5LFKDUG 0RUULV RI 
They are mounted together so they can be
compared on each page. Geoffrey Tyack
provides an introduction and assessment.

