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REVIEWS

Upper Palaeolithic Sites in the Lower Courses of 
the Rivers Colne and Wey: Excavations at Church 
Lammas and Wey Manor Farm. By Phil Jones. 
Archaeology South-East and Surrey County 
Archaeological Unit, SpoilHeap Publications 
Monograph 5, 2013. Pp xii + 114, 72 figs, 24 
tables. ISBN 978 0 9558846 7 2. Price: £12.00 
pb.

One of the great successes in recent years 
has been the Ancient Human Occupation of 
Britain project, which has focused on the 
colonisation and recolonisation of these 
islands by early hominins (the term used 
now, more specific than ‘hominids’) and, 
from c.40,000 bp, by anatomically modern 
humans. Given the paucity of in-situ evidence 
for the presence of the latter, sites like 
Church Lammas and Wey Manor Farm are 
of special interest and importance. 

This volume, the fifth in a series launched 
jointly in 2008 by Archaeology South East 
and the Surrey County Archaeological 
Unit (SCAU), follows hard on the heels of 
MOLA’s well received account of the Late 
Glacial and Early Mesolithic sites located 
within the Colne valley at Three Ways 
Wharf, Uxbridge (J Lewis & J Rackham 
Three Ways Wharf, Uxbridge: a Lateglacial and 
Early Holocene Hunter-Gatherer Site in the Colne 
Valley MOLA Monograph 51 (2011)). The 
‘long blade’ flint scatters A and C east at 
Three Ways Wharf provide striking parallels 
for those recorded 15km to the south at 
Church Lammas, the younger of the two 
SCAU sites reported on here (ch 3). The 
presence of butchered horse and reindeer 
associated with the larger of the two Church 
Lammas scatters furnishes a further point 
of comparison. Indeed, so similar is the 
archaeological signal from Uxbridge and 
Church Lammas that it could be argued to 
indicate the existence of a single mobile 

human group operating within the Colne 
valley around 10,000 years ago! 

Given this suggestion, it is inevitable that 
the MOLA and SCAU programmes will attract 
direct comparison, perhaps to the disbenefit 
of the latter. This would be unfair. MOLA’s 
Uxbridge site was generously funded by the 
developer and English Heritage following 
serendipitous early identification of one of 
the lithic and faunal scatters, and excavation 
and recording proceeded at a comparatively 
leisurely pace for the best part of a year. By 
contrast, both of the SCAU sites were unex-
pectedly identified at a late stage within their 
respective archaeological programmes, and 
each had to be dealt with expeditiously over 
the course of several hectic weeks. Little won-
der then that Phil Jones uses ch 1 to launch 
a crie de coeur for the improved prediction of 
future sites through subsurface modelling of 
floodplain topographies bolstered by rigor-
ous augur sampling (an approach since succ-
essfully deployed by Wessex Archaeology 
at Denham Preferred Area 4 in the Colne 
valley). 

As important as the Church Lammas ‘long 
blade’ scatters undoubtedly are, however, 
it is the earlier (Creswellian) site at Wey 
Manor Farm that is the more eye-catching of 
the two (ch 2). Here, an in-situ lithic scatter 
incorporating nine Cheddar and Creswell 
points was located on the edge of a low gravel 
terrace overlooking the Wey floodplain. The 
scatter seems to have centred on one or 
more hearth settings, and presumably marks 
short-stay occupancy by a small task group 
sometime during the 12th millennium bp. 
Despite the absence of associated fauna, 
the lithic assemblage is clearly of national 
significance, and Wey Manor Farm joins 
a small but very select band of open-air 
Creswellian sites recorded from Britain. 

In delivering this slim volume Phil Jones 



Reviews314

has enlisted the support of a number of 
period specialists, all of whom have made 
their own telling contributions. Though 
limited in scope, the work of Paul Pettitt, 
Marcy Rockman and Simon Chenery on the 
possible identification of the source regions 
for lithic raw material through trace element 
analysis (ch 4) appears to hold particular 
promise for the future. As a result, one or 
two editorial slips apart, the volume sheds 
welcome new light on this most difficult of 
periods. Moreover it underlines the pivotal 
role that the floodplains of the Thames 
tributary valleys could play in furnishing rich 
suites of in-situ data – assuming of course 
that timely and appropriate strategies are 
put in place to retrieve them.

Jonathan Cotton

The Discovery of the Roman Fort at Cripplegate, 
City of London: Excavations by W F Grimes 
1947—68. By John Shepherd with numerous 
specialist contributions. Museum of London 
Archaeology, 2012. Pp 176, 129 figs, 2 tables. 
ISBN 978 1 907586 08 8. Price: £11.00 pb.

This is a lovingly written and splendidly 
engaging description of one of London’s 
greatest archaeological finds. As Shepherd 
reminds us, Grimes considered his discovery 
of the Roman fort at Cripplegate to be a more 
satisfying achievement than his celebrated 
discovery of the temple of Mithras. Here we 
are given the full story of how the fort was 
discovered after the Blitz, how its surviving 
remains came to be incorporated into the 
modern urban fabric, and how the long 
programme of post-excavation analysis has 
finally been taken to completion.

Shepherd worked as Grimes’ research 
assistant in the early 1980s and brings a 
clear sympathy to his subject. He gives a fas-
cinating account of Grimes’ method and 
achievement, without shying away from some 
of his methodological limitations or neg-
lecting the equally weighty contributions 
made by Grimes’ colleagues such as Audrey 
Williams. This is a story about the birth of 
Rescue Archaeology, set within the context 
of London’s post-War reconstruction. This 
alone is worth the remarkably reasonable 
cover-price.

The meat of the report consists of arch-

aeological descriptions of Grimes’ excavat-
ions within the Cripplegate fort, supported 
by lists of the finds critical for the dating 
of the sequences (where these could be 
reassembled). Whilst it is important to have 
full access to this material, and the reporting 
here is spot-on, these reports cover familiar 
territory. These are the discoveries that 
formed the core of Grimes’ The Excavation 
of Roman and Mediaeval London (1968). 
Shepherd has also made sure that Grimes’ 
records were available to other scholars, so 
that more recent work in the area (notably 
the 1992—8 excavations described in E Howe 
& D Lakin Roman and Medieval Cripplegate, 
City of London: Archaeological Excavations 
1992—8, MoLAS Monograph 21 (2004)) was 
fully informed by the post-War discoveries. 
As a consequence these chapters confirm, 
rather than challenge, our understanding of 
the topography and chronology of the fort. 

The concluding chapter (co-authored 
by Stephanie Chettle and incorporating an 
important essay on the 2nd-century garrison 
of Londinium by Mark Hassall) brings us fully 
up-to-date and considers the wider setting of 
the fort. The survey of Roman evidence from 
the environs of the fort is particularly useful, 
reminding this reviewer of the presence of 
Claudio-Neronian buildings beneath the 
hospital of St Bartholomew. These remains 
were set some distance away from the Roman 
city centre and the authors suggest that there 
was a Roman farmstead here, but why? This 
might alternatively have been an early rural 
sanctuary, but was more probably part of 
ribbon development alongside a road (as 
also seen in excavations at Poultry and in the 
Gresham Street/Milk Street area) heading 
north-west from London. This was perhaps 
part of an early route to Verulamium, saving 
the detour to Watling Street by way of 
Newgate.

The fort itself was probably a Hadrianic 
foundation, set on the margins of the 
city where it may have rehoused soldiers 
previously stationed within the western part 
of the town. The authors ask interesting 
questions of why London was allowed an 
urban fort, when other provincial capitals 
(Rome and Carthage apart) were not so 
privileged. We are equally challenged to find 
reasons for its comparatively short duration: 
with its abandonment perhaps coinciding 
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with the construction of London’s city wall a 
century or so after the fort was built. There 
are no certain answers, but this stimulating 
review of current thinking sets an agenda 
for future research. Above all it reminds us 
of our enormous debt to Grimes and the 
Roman and Mediaeval London Excavation 
Council.

Dominic Perring

Lundenwic: Excavations in Middle Saxon 
London, 1987—2000. By Robert Cowie and 
Lyn Blackmore, with Anne Davis, Jackie 
Keily and Kevin Rielly. Museum of London 
Archaeology Monograph 63, 2012. Pp xxv 
+ 361, 182 figs, 64 tables, CD supplement. 
ISBN 978 1 907586 14 9. Price: £34.00 hb. 

In a competition to name the most important 
archaeological discovery of the last 50 years, 
a front runner would be the revelation by 
the late Alan Vince, Martin Biddle and 
others that the post-Roman trading-place 
named in charters and known to Bede as the 
emporium at London was not hidden from 
archaeologists within the Roman walled city 
but had flourished along the riverside to its 
west. This seemed so obvious once we were 
told about it, even though the evidence then 
consisted mostly of intermittently recorded 
artefacts and of place-names. Since 1984, 
numerous excavations have triumphantly 
proved how correct this replacing theory 
had been. Some of those excavations have 
been fully published, notably the largest, 
at the Royal Opera House, but this book 
brings together a number of other, smaller 
sites which cumulatively help to throw much 
more light on what in the 8th century was 
the largest occupied area in Anglo-Saxon 
England, and possibly anywhere in Europe 
north of the Alps.

Robert Cowie and Lyn Blackmore have 
been involved in most of the work of the 
Museum of London Archaeology and its 
predecessors in Lundenwic, and use this 
volume as a vehicle not only for presenting 
new data from the sites described, but also to 
summarise their views on the interpretation 
of the place’s size, density of occupation, 
functions and context both within its 
region and within northern Europe overall. 
Individually, most of the sites are not eye-

catching, apart from the cemetery at Floral 
Street/Long Acre, a site evaluated by MOLA 
but excavated by another unit and therefore 
not fully published as yet (despite excavation 
having taken place in 2000). Otherwise, 
the results are a litany of pits, property 
boundaries, traces of buildings, surfaces that 
might be yards or lanes, hearths, wells, and at 
one site tantalizing glimpses of the foreshore 
with wooden remains that might have been 
remains of no more than an eel-trap, but 
might have been a harbour-work revetment 
of stakes and wattle like one already seen 
nearby. As Martin Biddle says in a generous 
foreword, a prime target for the future must 
be to find out more about the waterfront and 
the amount of infrastructure there; did boats 
come alongside wharves or jetties to unload, 
or did they run up on to ‘hards’, to float off 
again when the tide rose?

A site notably different from others is on 
what is probably the northern edge of the 
occupied area; here, a substantial ditch may 
well have marked the formal boundary of the 
wic. Its size is certainly too great for the edge 
of an individual property, and suggests work 
on a scale possible only by an authority able 
to ensure that a labour force was in place. 
Furthermore, the use of the intramural 
space seems different here, both more rural 
and more industrial, as though it was in a 
peripheral zone where animals were penned 
before slaughter, and where the risk of fire 
from sparks from blacksmiths’ anvils was 
reduced (an interpretation supported by a 
subsequently published MOLA monograph, 
by Louise Fowler and Ruth Taylor). Not that 
smithies were kept away from more central 
sites, as several produced evidence of such 
work – and possibly the consequences 
in burnt deposits that seem to confirm 
documentary records that fires were a 
constant threat. Unmentioned in documents 
is an alternative risk, of flood, evidenced at 
one site and possibly caused not just by the 
main river but by streams blocked up with 
refuse overflowing.

The extent to which rubbish was thrown 
into the river, rather than disposed of in pits, 
is a major problem, as the wic has less surviving 
refuse than might be expected to judge from 
Saxon Southampton (Hamwic). The true 
archaeologist much prefers a refuse pit to 
even a well-furnished grave; the contents 
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are so much more varied and unpredictable. 
Even though none was waterlogged enough 
to preserve significant bits of wood or 
leather, the pits and other features yielded 
a range of pottery, glass, metal, horn and 
bone objects, animal and other bones, and 
seeds and grains. These demonstrate some 
of the crafts practised, though the extent 
to which any were specialised remains 
problematic; the loomweights (an image of 
one is cunningly used to disguise the CD 
inside the back cover) do not imply great 
weaving skills or production quantities, for 
instance. Other things allow a picture of the 
local, regional and international economy 
to be reconstructed, showing the trading 
connections with East Anglia, Kent, France, 
the Low Countries and beyond – very far 
beyond in the case of cowrie shells from the 
Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. But they were 
probably from women’s graves, as in the 6th 
and 7th centuries parts of the area that was 
to become the wic had both cremation and 
inhumation graves in it. The latter included 
the most eye-catching objects, notably a 
late 7th-century composite disc-brooch 
of gold, garnets and copper alloy, which 
seems to imply Kentish connections. No less 
interesting is the belt suite of perhaps very 
slightly later date, discussed by Christopher 
Scull, because its parallels in England are 
almost exclusively from two of the other 
three large wic sites, with implications for 
the foundation and/or oversight of trading-
places by élites who may not have been 
indigenous.

A third of the book consists of specialist 
appendices on the various categories of 
artefacts and ecofacts, including radiocarbon 
dating. Internal dating of the settlement 
depends more on the pottery and coin 
sequences; the former benefits from the 
presence of Ipswich-made sherds, which 
recent study by Paul Blinkhorn has shown 
to have begun early in the 8th century. The 
coins are all silver sceattas, which went out of 
use, probably, in the middle of that century; 
this is one plank in the argument that the 
wic was at its most active in the first half of 
the 8th century. Further examination of the 
peaks and troughs in the settlement is one of 
the major research questions for the future; 
that they can even be asked is a measure of 
the progress made by the authors and others 

in the last 30 years, to which this book is a 
well-written and illustrated testimony.

David A Hinton

The Augustinian Nunnery of St Mary Clerkenwell, 
London: Excavations 1974—96. By Barney 
Sloane. Museum of London Archaeology 
Monograph 57, 2012. Pp xvii + 278, 149 
figs, 47 tables, CD supplement. ISBN 978 1 
901992 404 5. Price: £24.00 hb.

Somewhat surprisingly, perhaps, London is 
fast becoming the most important centre for 
monastic archaeology in Europe. Nowhere 
else has such a range of monastic sites 
been excavated in the past generation, or 
with such skill, and for the most part with 
such important results (now reported in 
nine MOLA reports). Even amongst such 
distinguished company, however, Barney 
Sloane’s new volume, gathering together 
the results of four major interventions since 
1974 at St Mary’s Augustinian nunnery in 
Clerkenwell, is a significant contribution.

Even though London’s exceptional group 
of urban monasteries might not be typical of 
non-urban sites, it is said here that London 
is a good place to study monasteries partly 
because of the survival of documents and, at 
St Mary’s, a 13th-century cartulary survives. 
The generalisation might be correct, but the 
study of the cartulary here is a subsidiary part 
of the volume, even though understandings 
emerging from it (by Sloane and Tony Dyson) 
are delicately woven into the archaeological 
narrative. Documentary history merely sets 
the scene for archaeological understanding 
of the priory, though it also reconstructs 
the medieval landscape of Clerkenwell in 
confident detail (fig 11). Similar sources 
are also used to debate significant landscape 
relationship between the priory and the 
Clerk’s Well, and to consider similar rel-
ationships at other London monasteries 
(p 140). First and foremost, then, this is 
an archaeological report, in which Sloane 
has skilfully combined documentary in-
formation with many other categories of 
evidence, and it follows recent MOLA 
procedure in integrating the discussion of 
key finds within the archaeological sequence 
into a single narrative, a methodology that 
works particularly well here. 
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The most significant passages in this 
holistic study are: the recovery of a temporary 
buildings phase (not hitherto explored at 
any English nunnery); the excavation of 
several rarely investigated structures such 
as the laundry, guesthouse, corrody and 
tenement houses in the outer court, as 
well as an industrial unit making tiles; the 
sequence of activity in the nuns’ garden; 
and the Clerk’s Well itself. Analysis of food 
waste, residues and pottery types is also 
exemplary, whilst the manner in which these 
are integrated into the larger narrative and 
debate makes their conclusions unignorable 
(as ignored they sometimes are!). Served 
on and in metal vessels, we learn, a menu at 
the prioress’s table in the early 16th century 
might have included salmon and swan 
washed down with malmsey. 

With such results it is useful to debate 
whether or not St Mary’s is correctly 
described as a ‘poor’ house (p 60), but it 
began with a small church, which acquired 
an over-developed east end after 1185, 
accommodating both the aspirations of the 
patronal family for the nuns and the creation 
of an adjoining parochial church and its bell 
tower. Liturgical functions are demonstrated 
(not something every monastic excavation 
achieves convincingly) and architectural 
reconstructions, based on antiquarian 
records made during the demolition of the 
medieval parochial church of St James in 
1789 and on recovered stone fragments (by 
Mark Samuel), are integrated with the text. 
The nunnery went through difficulties in the 
14th and 15th centuries, emerging free from 
debt at the end of the medieval period to 
embark on a Tudor revival, when the church 
and cloister were comprehensively rebuilt. It 
is a pattern of physical development detected 
at many English monasteries, then, for all 
that such a well-documented development 
might distinguish St Mary’s from many 
nunneries. The church’s fabric in this final 
phase can be reconstructed in some detail. 

Archaeological accountancy is of high 
quality, but even more impressive is the way 
this report participates in the wider academic 
debate about monasticism in general, and 
nunneries in particular. Elements of Roberta 
Gilchrist’s writing on the character and 
significance of various aspects of medieval 
nunneries dart in and out of the report in an 

unobtrusive but wholly decisive way, lending 
the archaeological account a satisfying 
general importance. For example, novel 
considerations respecting ‘marginality’ 
previously introduced by Gilchrist into 
our consideration of religious houses (for 
example in respect of cloister location, p 
142) are taken a stage further here in the 
suggestion that, whilst nunneries like those at 
Kilburn and Stratford really were physically 
marginal to London society, larger houses 
closer to the city like St Mary’s maintained 
a symbolism of ‘marginality’ in more subtle 
ways (p 140). 

Such debates (ch 4) can now draw on 
the considerable body of information from 
previous MOLA excavation reports, though 
not all of these can be meaningfully des-
cribed as urban. Although St Mary’s burial 
archaeology cannot be compared with St 
Mary Spital (C Thomas et al Excavation at the 
Priory and Hospital of St Mary Spital, London 
(1997)) or with St Mary Graces (I Grainger 
& C Philpotts The Cistercian Abbey of St Mary 
Graces, East Smithfield, London (2011)), Sloane 
and Malcolm’s 2004 report on the adjacent 
priory of St John at Clerkenwell (B Sloane 
& G Malcolm Excavations at the Priory of the 
Order of the Hospital of St John of Jerusalem, 
Clerkenwell, London) is an informative 
comparison throughout, albeit that St John’s 
was an institution which out-performed St 
Mary’s in many ways. The post-Dissolution 
period, which was such a revelation at Holy 
Trinity Priory Aldgate (J Schofield & R Lea 
Holy Trinity Priory Aldgate: an Archaeological 
Reconstruction and History (2005)) is however 
not quite so arresting at St Mary’s. Although 
the fragmentary archaeology of this period is 
reported assiduously, and documentary and 
antiquarian sources are ably used to provide a 
valuable outline, the excavations at St Mary’s 
revealed relatively little about the great 
mansion converted from the cloister by the 
Duke of Newcastle. Instead we have a wealth 
of useful detail about occupants of outlying 
parts of the precinct after the Dissolution, 
reminding us that a great distinction 
between urban and rural monasteries is the 
fragmentation of urban precincts in 16th- 
and 17th-century ownership.

This volume merits warm praise then and 
its only blemish seems to have occurred 
during book-design. It benefits from an 



Reviews318

excellent sequence of phase plans, printed to 
a uniform scale and incorporating elements 
of reconstruction (figs 12, 16, 41, 55, 75, 
128), but they are too big to fit an A4 page, 
so they are laid across a double-fold with the 
gutter passing right through the nave of the 
church in every plan. If large plans are to 
be reproduced to scale (and there are good 
reasons why they might), they should be tip-
ins where necessary to ensure their viability. 
But this is a minor matter. This account of 
St Mary’s priory is not just an exemplary 
archaeological exploration of a single 
nunnery site, it should also become a key 
source for the study of nunneries in general.

David Stocker

The Coronation Chair and the Stone of Scone. 
By Warwick Rodwell, with contributions by 
Marie Louise Sauerberg, Ptolemy Dean and 
Eddie Smith. Oxbow Books and the Dean 
and Chapter of Westminster, 2013. Pp xvi + 
304, 333 figs. ISBN 978 1 78297 152 8. Price: 
£29.95 hb.

The word ‘definitive’ is often used casually 
to suggest the serious intent of a book; only 
occasionally does a book warrant the correct 
meaning of being the most authoritative 
account available. This book, with all its 
forensic detail, is unquestionably ‘definitive’; 
it achieves this whilst also being excellently 
written, beautifully illustrated and having a 
powerful narrative.

It helps perhaps that the subject of the book 
is almost unique in that it has carried, and 
continues to carry, such a burden of history; 
it remains politically contentious and in the 
year of a vote on Scottish independence, this 
is unlikely to diminish. This political slant is 
of course at odds with its original intention 
as a ‘chair gifted for the use of celebrants’.

From the very beginning, the author re-
asserts the fact that the two components – 
the stone captured during the Scottish Wars of 
Independence and the chair, commissioned 
by Edward I to house it – should be treated as 
a single object and that ‘neither makes sense 
without the other’. Throughout the book, the 
historical and archaeological reasoning for 
this is eloquently and unequivocally stated. 
It is therefore not surprising that towards the 
end of the book, there is an impassioned and 

considered discourse on the decision by the 
UK government in 1996 to return the Stone 
of Scone to Scotland.

Although the political, judicial and 
ecclesiastical significance of the Chair is never 
far from the surface, this book continually 
reflects a deep appreciation by the author 
of the nature and craftsmanship of the 
object. The rigorous research, examination 
and analysis that have taken place as part 
of the recent conservation have helped to 
build up a much better understanding of 
the construction and decorative scheme 
of the Chair. These elements (for example 
the ornate punching of water gilding) are 
exhaustively explained as well as superbly 
illustrated using a combination of current 
photography, archive records and concise 
diagrams. New information has become 
apparent regarding the overall polychromatic 
design, in particular the notion of an earlier 
‘ivory’ paint scheme which has now been 
discounted. However, the story is not yet 
complete as, for example, the nature of the 
glass embellishment on the Chair remains to 
be studied.

The mythical origins of the Stone of Scone 
are treated with brevity; however, using 
archive evidence and observation (together 
with a small amount of interpretation and 
speculation), the accounts of its origins and 
treatment are rigorously covered. For an 
object that has at various times been drilled, 
cut, chiselled, scraped, stolen, bombed, 
abraded and broken, this is no small task.

The recent conservation of the Chair is the 
latest intervention and it is a tribute to the 
dedication and skill of the authors that so 
much of the previous treatment (whether in 
terms of structure or surface) has now been 
understood. Many of these treatments seem 
to be reflective of the age in which they were 
carried out – the replacement of finials for 
the coronation of George IV in 1820 and 
then their removal immediately after the 
event and reinstallation of the originals, the 
crudely executed brown varnishing of the 
wood in the late 19th century (along with 
devious political justification and excuses), 
waxing by Professor Tristram in the 1930s, 
and more recently, a ‘good example of 
respectful conservation’ in the 1950s.

Within all these facts and explanations 
(written with welcome clarity of prose) 
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there are also some delightful quirky aspects 
which introduce a very human dimension. 
Apart from the graffiti, which are examined 
in some detail, there is, among other tales 
of disrespect, the account of a man who in 
1832 dined and slept a night in the Chair. 
Throughout the book there is a welcome 
practical slant relating to issues such as 
where the Chair might be sited, how it might 
be moved, how the stone was inserted and 
including the elaborate precautions taken to 
protect the whereabouts of the stone during 
the war. 

The Coronation Chair has a companion 
which was built for Queen Mary in 1689; 
although of symbolic importance, it seems 
fair to say that this does not have the same 
degree of interest as the Coronation Chair. 
The construction and archaeology are 
described in detail in a dedicated chapter; 
although this appears in the right place 
chronologically, it rather interrupts the 
compelling historical narrative of the 
original. But this is a minor comment on 
an excellent book which does great justice 
to its fascinating and complex subject. For 
anybody who has not seen it, the new siting 
of the Chair in St George’s Chapel is the 
latest (and surely not the last) chapter in the 
history of a remarkable object.

David Odgers

‘He Being Dead Yet Speaketh’: Excavations at 
Three Post-medieval Burial Grounds in Tower 
Hamlets, East London 2004—10. By Michael 
Henderson, Adrian Miles and Don Walker, 
with Brian Connell and Robin Wroe-
Brown. Museum of London Archaeology 
Monograph 64, 2013. Pp xxiii + 330, 305 figs, 
119 tables in text, CD supplement of further 
tables. ISBN 978 1 907586 15 6. Price: £30.00 
hb.

This impressive volume presents compre-
hensively analysed data from excavations 
at three burial grounds, all located near 
each other in what is now east London, 
and all established during the period 
1763—1854; two of the three were used 
for fewer than 50 years. Each assemblage 
numbers in the hundreds of dead so 
that analytic comparisons are possible. 

The osteological examinations are very 
thorough, investigating demography, stature 
and growth, nutrition and metabolism, 
dental disease and diseases due to infection. 
The bioarchaeologists also report on 
trauma, joints, circulation, congenital and 
developmental abnormalities, neoplasias, 
non-metric traits and skeletal indices.

A named sample derived from coffin plates 
is available from each cemetery, allowing a 
comparison between skeletal and docu-
mentary evidence of ageing and sexing. The 
cemeteries were created in three different 
contexts, two were in churchyards, one 
Catholic and one Baptist, and the other was 
a private graveyard. All of the data and the 
comparisons are significant, but, from this 
reviewer’s perspective, the most interesting 
discussion developed by the authors is an 
extensive consideration of the impact of 
urban life on the body. 

The excavations were done in compliance 
with British planning legislation and with 
regulations under the Disused Burial Ground 
(Amendment) Act 1981, and under terms 
of Burial Licences issued by the Ministry of 
Justice. American urban archaeologists wish 
that there existed comparable legislation 
and requirements in the US, where whatever 
regulations exist vary by state and city, and 
the federal legislation has been weakened by 
budget constraints.

The period during which these cemeteries 
were created was one of changes in religious 
and mortuary practice. All three were in 
areas marked by poverty, although the 
authors note that an individual buried in 
the private cemetery, Sheen’s burial ground, 
was paying for a plot. Such cemeteries arose 
because of the crowded circumstances in 
parish graveyards; they were meant to make 
money for the owner who often offered 
burial at a lower rate than the church 
burial (p 5). Ironically they became more 
crowded than churchyards and as they were 
unregulated, existing burials were often 
moved or disturbed for new customers. This 
resulted in fewer complete skeletons in the 
private graveyard, in comparison with those 
in churchyards. 

The volume contains too much detail 
to discuss in a brief review. I note the 
excellent graphics, photographs and tabular 
presentation of data (and in the CD) and 
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very complete analyses of demographic 
characteristics of each skeletal population. 
The authors state their intention to present 
data within a bioarchaeological framework, 
‘focusing on the osteobiography of 
individuals and the biocultural adaptations 
of populations’ seen through archaeology 
(p 19). Thus they consider all aspects 
of the bodies, as noted above, including 
modifications of the body from a range of 
diseases, surgery or cultural practice (eg 
the use of corsets). Grave goods and burial 
practices are also fully examined.

There is a considerable amount of 
documentary data from a variety of historic 
sources. The Bow Baptist church had the 
largest sample of individuals who could be 
identified through coffin plates and were 
then subject to additional historical research, 
revealing some evocative stories.

The bones and teeth yield meaningful 
evidence of diet (often high in carbohydrates) 
and the prevalence of rickets. Urban poverty 
is clearly a major contributor to such issues. 
Pollution and working conditions are 
correlated with the high rates of tuberculosis 
in London but, interestingly, are not 
represented in the churchyard samples, 
which the authors suggest means that some 
had died before bone changes occurred or 
that this sample was not representative of the 
larger urban population (p 268). 

Ch 9 presents a compelling discussion of 
the influence of the two religious groups, 
the evidence of family practices in the three 
settings, and women’s lives and deaths at this 
time. Comparable consideration of men’s 
lives and the impact of occupation and 
smoking on health are also presented. Stable 
isotope analysis was used to identify first 
generation Irish immigrants to London. The 
concluding discussion of urban life and the 
impact of industrialisation and migration 
to cities in the 19th century is reminiscent 
of a number of American cities, especially 
those on the East Coast, which saw waves of 
European immigrants and a change in the 
nature of work under industrial capitalism 
from the mid-19th century. Unfortunately 
there are few cemetery excavations in the 
US which can be used in comparison to 
this project. The African Burial Ground in 
New York City, the Tucson Courts Complex 
Cemetery, and the Freedman’s Cemetery 

in Dallas do offer large well-analysed 
populations in urban places. A number of 
smaller cemeteries, one in Binghamton, NY, 
a Quaker Burying Ground in Virginia and 
the Spring St Cemetery in New York also 
offer some interesting comparative insights. 
None has been examined as completely, for 
a variety of reasons, as those described in east 
London. In some sense, however, the most 
relevant comparison for this project might 
be with contemporary British rural cemetery 
populations, when such are possible.

Nan A Rothschild, Columbia University

A Jacobean Company and its Playhouse: The 
Queen’s Servants at the Red Bull Theatre (c 
1605—1619). By Eva Griffith. Cambridge 
University Press, 2013. Pp xiii + 291, 13 figs. 
ISBN 978 1 107 04188 2. Price: £60.00 hb.

Within the ‘Shakespearean period’ the 
profusion of dramatic venues in London 
included playhouses – the purpose-built 
open air venues like the Globe – and the 
more exclusive indoor theatres mostly 
utilising existing buildings. Another type 
were the inns converted into playhouses 
which included the Boar’s Head in Aldgate 
(whose building history has also been 
explored) and the Red Bull in Clerkenwell. 
However, the Red Bull has had a poor 
reputation starting with an account of 1699 
describing its audiences as ‘the meaner 
sort of people’. Modern historians, such 
as Reynolds in 1940 and Bentley in 1968 
have continued this theme, described by 
Eva Griffith as ‘negative’, ‘warped’ and 
‘pejorative’. As such, her aim has been 
to counter these views, largely by placing 
them into later contexts, and to restore the 
Red Bull’s reputation as ‘a place of serious 
entertainment’. Apart from the venue itself, 
Griffith’s other stated aim is to produce 
the first history of the acting company, the 
Queen’s Servants, formed in 1603 from the 
Worcester’s Men and dissolved with Queen 
Anne’s death in 1619, who occupied the 
building between 1606 and 1619. 

Clerkenwell itself provides an interesting 
background. Its dramatic credentials stretch 
back to the medieval period when mystery 
plays were put on at the ‘Clerk’s Well’. 
In the 16th century the Office of Revels, 
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the government theatrical providers and 
censors, were based locally in the dissolved 
priory of St John. Over time, there were 
other entertainments such as a puppet 
theatre (which collapsed in 1599) and later 
bear gardens, but it was also one of the most 
notorious red light districts of London; 
in fact a new prison, built in about 1615 a 
couple of hundred yards west of the Red Bull, 
had a reputation as Clerkenwell’s Bridewell. 
The ‘notable (but undefined) outrage’ at 
the Red Bull in 1610 is, however, something 
we meet at most of these venues. Griffith 
acknowledges this but goes on to explore 
this ‘area of diverse social mix’ and promotes 
the aristocratic content of the area.

Like many theatrical histories, that of the 
Red Bull owes its details to legal accounts. 
From these we meet a wide repertoire of 
‘theatrically related’ personalities: entrepre-
neurs, managers, writers and actors – the 
Seckford family, Clerkenwell land-owners, 
Ann Bedingfeild, sister of Henslowe’s Bank-
side friend and neighbour Henry Draper 
who ultimately owned the leasehold, the un-
fortunate Aaron Holland (indicted in 1594 
for keeping a bowling alley in Drury Lane 
with ‘dicing, tabling and carding’) who first 
transformed/developed the site as a playhouse 
and the redoubtable Susan Browne/Greene/
Baskerville whose life seemed to be dominated 
by the Red Bull.

A major theme throughout the book is 
the emphasis on local aristocratic patronage 
and the influence of the court, particularly 
as it surrounded Queen Anne. Analysis of 
the plays reveals, amongst other things, the 
increasing role of female characters that 
might see its apogee in the production of 
Swetnam the woman-hater, arraigned by women 
at the Red Bull in 1620 acted, specifically, by 
the ‘the late Queen’s Servants’.

What might be seen as the social mobility 
of the northern playhouses is matched by the 
diverse and constantly shifting composition 
of the acting company itself: actors, writers 
and managers. Apart from using other 
playhouses such as the Boar’s Head and the 
Curtain, the company often performed at 
court and elements of it toured throughout 
the country and, indeed, abroad in Europe. 

There is a natural archaeological interest 
in the size and layout of the premises 
even though the site itself has long been 

developed with extensive basements pre-
cluding conventional excavation. However, 
the diverse documentary sources, often dat-
ing from later than Griffith’s stated period, 
are unclear from the start about the physical 
distinction between the Red Bull playhouse 
and the Red Bull inn. All we know is that 
Aaron Holland had leased a property that 
included ‘courts, gardens, cellars, ways and 
liberties thereunto belonging’. He then ‘to 
his great charge and expenses, did erect 
and set up in and upon part of the said 
premises divers buildings and galleries for a 
playhouse’.

There are debates on the entrances to 
a yard, which surely reflect previous inn 
traffic, based on later plans. The location 
of the stage is another problem, for though 
a still discernible entrance from St John’s 
Street may well suggest a stage opposite as 
in the purpose-built playhouses – regardless 
of orientation, an undated sketch (p 97) 
suggests to me that it was on the north side. 
Sources note that the building was later 
‘reedified’ and the descriptions by Pepys in 
the 1660s may indicate change from 1606. 

I noted two minor misconceptions. Firstly 
that the Theatre’s timbers were adapted and 
‘refitted as the Globe’ (p 47) when research 
has shown them to be completely different 
buildings. Secondly, the prostitutes had in 
fact departed the ‘Bankside stews’ by 1608 
(p 206). Clerkenwell by contrast was still a 
thriving red light district. 

In essence Griffith, through extensive re-
search, has indeed extended our knowledge 
and revised the reputation of the Red Bull, 
as well as providing a much needed account 
of the Queen’s Servants. So exhaustive, 
however, is the content that the myriad 
strands throughout the book place demands 
on the reader in search of a comprehensive 
narrative. This makes us hope that Griffith 
can be persuaded to expand her research to 
the later years of the Red Bull.

Julian Bowsher
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Woolwich, Survey of London vol 48. Edited by 
Peter Guillery. English Heritage and Yale 
University Press, 2012. Pp xx + 516, 467 illus. 
ISBN 978 0 300 18722 9. Price: £75.00 hb.

When Woolwich was included within the 
boundary of the London County Council 
in 1888, it was no average suburb, but a 
working-class town in its own right, shaped 
by the existence of organisations of national 
significance: the Royal Dockyard (developed 
from the 1530s, closed in the 1960s), the 
Royal Arsenal, also on the riverside (later 
17th century to 1966 with final disposal of 
the site 1998), the Royal Artillery Barracks 
and training ground (on Woolwich 
Common from 1773 to 2007), and the Royal 
Military Academy (on the Common from 
1803 to 1939). As the later dates indicate, 
this volume of the Survey of London had 
to encompass not only the development of 
these sites, ever responsive to the fluctuations 
of national defence policy, but the story of 
their subsequent fate over the past 50 years. 
Muddle, demolition, conversion and new 
building has created a vast quantity of 21st-
century housing, radically altering the town’s 
character. Interlinked with these histories 
are domestic, civic and commercial themes: 
the accommodation for the large workforce 
when the Arsenal was active (20,000 were 
employed by the earlier 20th century, the 
growth of the retail trade and the rise and 
fall of RACS (Royal Arsenal Cooperative 
Society), whose forceful buildings still 
dominate the end of Powys Street. 

This new addition to the Survey responds 
to these challenges triumphantly. An 
introduction offers a useful overview, 
including a double-spread showing the variety 
of house plans 1700—1900. The following 
chapters deal with the parish area by area, 
providing fluent accounts of both vanished 
and extant buildings in chronological order. 
The excellently produced colour illustrations 
draw on an unusual wealth of maps and views, 
which partly compensate for the lamentably 
large losses. The 18th-century Woolwich 
Dockyard, with its rows of slips and officers’ 
houses comes to life from John Barker’s 
riverside survey of 1758—9, a model of 1772—4, 
and a bird’s eye view of 1790. The still partly 
rural character of Georgian and Regency 
Woolwich is delightfully portrayed in many 

meticulous topographical drawings by Paul 
Sandby (drawing master at the Royal Military 
Academy from 1768) and his successors and 
pupils. From the mid-19th century there is 
the wonderfully detailed ‘Ten Feet Plan’, 
produced by the Ordnance Survey in 1853 
for the newly created Woolwich Board of 
Health, in connection with drainage plans 
devised to improve scandalously unhealthy 
living conditions. Several large illustrations 
are given to this (but more would have 
been welcome). Aerial photos of different 
dates are used constructively to illustrate 
change, although it is often difficult to 
pinpoint individual buildings mentioned 
in the text cross references. And to convey 
the contemporary scene there are some 
evocative street sketches by Peter Cormack, 
an imaginative revival of early Survey 
practices. All this in addition to the Survey’s 
usual complement of photos, in-house 
plans, elevations and instructive analytical 
drawings, which range from the Rotunda, the 
extraordinary timber and iron tent of 1814 
moved to the Common from Carlton House 
for use as a military museum, to innovative 
iron-framed buildings in the Royal Arsenal 
and prefabricated concrete construction. 

Successive chapters trace the development 
of the town as its centre of gravity moved 
away from the river. The oldest area of 
settlement, between the Thames and the 
High Street, radically transformed from the 
notorious overcrowded ‘Dusthole’ of the 
19th century (named from the coal-dust 
on the wharves), now has as its principal 
features, a park, an ungainly leisure centre 
and the brusque 1960s terminal to the Free 
Ferry, a much loved and still functioning 
Woolwich institution, established in 1889 
by the LCC to bring workers from across 
the river. Further south, piecemeal housing 
along Wellington Street gave way from 
the later 19th century to shops and civic 
buildings, whose outstanding survivor is the 
grandiose Edwardian baroque Town Hall 
by A B Thomas, still in use (by the Borough 
of Greenwich) and given appropriately 
generous space in the book. In contrast, 
the site of the military Grand Depot nearby, 
finally cleared in the 1970s, is now occupied 
by the flamboyant Woolwich Central (HLM 
architects 2009—11), housing council offices 
and a giant Tesco, signals of hoped-for 21st-
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century regeneration. The even-handed 
approach, giving attention to recent as 
well as older structures, acknowledges the 
interest of well-intentioned but unsuccessful 
novelties, including the ‘autostacker’ of 1961, 
an eight-storey mechanised car-park, which 
only lasted five years. Post-war public housing 
receives deservedly detailed discussion, and 
the struggle between Woolwich Council, 
which favoured traditional forms, employing 
their own huge direct labour force, and the 
LCC and GLC, which successfully pushed 
for towers and then for system building, is of 
more than local interest. 

The specialised buildings of the Dockyard 
and Arsenal are carefully attributed to 
their likely designers; responsibility for the 
Hawkesmorean Arsenal buildings, including 
the grand composition of the ‘Great Pile’ 
of workshops and storehouses, 1717—20, is 
assigned to the Board’s Surveyor-General, 
Michael Richards. The handsome Clock 
House at the Dockyard, 1783—4 (an early 
example of an office building), is given to 
James Arrow or Sir Henry Peake. Apart 
from such architectural highlights, mentions 
of many individual buildings throw light 
on social conditions, particularly of the 
military. The luxury of the Royal Artillery 
Company’s London-club-type Mess contrasts 
quite shockingly with the cramped soldiers’ 
quarters hidden behind the grand frontages 
of the vast barracks on the common. Lack 
of accommodation for soldiers’ families is 
a continuing theme; lodgings over shops 
in Frances Street of 1849, aimed at married 
soldiers, were an unusually early example. A 
rare philanthropic effort, a modest ‘Soldier’s 
reading room and house of prayer’ was 
established in 1830, succeeded by a purpose-
built Soldier’s home and mission hall in 
1874. Religious buildings do not play a major 
role in the book, but an exception is the 
excellent account of St Peter’s RC church, 
1842 by A W N Pugin. The references to 
its recent embellishment with ‘an ocean of 
shiny parquet flooring’ and ‘gaudy licks of 
paint’ enliven the generally cautious text. 
This enjoyable volume is an enlightening 
addition to the Survey’s uniquely valuable 
record of London’s fabric. Long may its work 
continue. 

Bridget Cherry

Battersea, Survey of London, vol 49: Public, 
Commercial and Cultural and vol 50: Houses and 
Housing. Main authors A Saint and C Thom. 
Yale University Press for English Heritage, 
2013. Pp xix + 480; xviii + 500, illus. ISBN 
978 0 300 19616 0; 978 0 300 19617 7. Price: 
£75.00 individually or both for £135.00 hb.

Battersea forms a large slice of London’s 
Victorian inner suburbs, and most of it has 
seen several major transformations. In the 
17th century it was a Thames-side village 
surrounded by market gardens and a few 
large houses. Riverside industry began to 
be added from the 1640s, at first mostly at 
Nine Elms, and villas multiplied from the 
1760s around the commons and along some 
of the main roads. The riverside industries 
included some innovative ones such as 
Janssen’s enamel factory and Marc Brunel’s 
sawmill. But Battersea’s character was formed 
mainly by the tide of largely terraced housing 
which swept over it from about 1840. The 
population rose from around 6,500 in 1841 to 
a peak of 170,000 in the early 1900s, and the 
number of houses from about 1,000 to 14,500. 
Nowhere else was London’s Victorian growth 
so dramatic. With the houses came railways, 
factories, wharves, churches and schools; in 
particular railways, attracted by cheap land, 
created the ‘Battersea tangle’ of viaducts and 
embankments blighting the area around. 
The misnamed Clapham Junction became 
Battersea’s centre as the riverside village 
faded into obscurity. North of the railway to 
Waterloo, where houses often suffered from 
poor construction and dampness, Battersea 
was determinedly working class, whatever 
its developers had intended, apart from the 
middle-class area around Battersea Park. 
South of that railway it was generally lower 
middle class. Following the Spencer family’s 
sale of its estates in 1835—6, most development 
was piecemeal, with only three large coherent 
estates: the Crown estate at Battersea Park, 
envisaged in the 1840s but completed only 
around the turn of the century, largely in the 
form of mansion flats; the Park Town estate, 
hobbled by railways and taking over 40 years 
to build from the 1860s; and Shaftesbury 
Park, where, exceptionally, an entire estate 
of 1,000 houses was completed in four years 
in the 1870s by the Artizans’, Labourers’, & 
General Dwellings Company.
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Municipal building (from 1901), slum 
clearance and Second World War bombing 
brought massive changes in the 20th century, 
completely erasing the Victorian townscape 
in some areas, especially to the north. Only 
in about 1969 did the tide turn in favour 
of refurbishment, and parts of Battersea 
unexpectedly began to be gentrified. The 
eradication of industry since about 1960 
and the building of luxury riverside flats 
have been the latest major changes, but 
buildings as recent as the 1980s have been or 
are about to be replaced, especially at Nine 
Elms. While Battersea as a whole may not be 
well known, it contains important landmarks 
such as Battersea Power Station, Battersea 
Park, Clapham Junction and the Montevetro 
building, as well as treasures such as Old 
Battersea House (c.1697), Battersea Town 
Hall (1892—3, now Battersea Arts Centre) and 
the Arts and Crafts style Reference Library 
(1924—5). Train travellers to Waterloo will 
be familiar with more of Battersea than they 
realise.

All this and much more is discussed in 
these two magnificent Survey of London 
volumes, comprising 847 pages of text and 
illustrations and incorporating 915 views 
and maps. They are part of an extraordinary 
burst of productivity from the Survey —— 
five volumes and a monograph from 2008 
to 2013. Battersea is the furthest south 
and west the Survey has been in recent 
times, and, together with the Woolwich 
volume of 2012, its first venture south of 
the river for more than half a century. The 
volumes are also probably the Survey’s 
most relentlessly Victorian, though many 
earlier and later buildings are also dealt 
with. Their comprehensiveness would have 
astonished the editors of pre-1950s volumes, 
which were confined to specific pre-19th-
century buildings and lacked introductions; 
indeed little of what the Battersea volumes 
cover would have been deemed worthy of 
recording at all.

For such a large parish the usual topo-
graphical arrangement has been changed 
to a more thematic one. A separate vol 2 
covers housing (together with most shops 
and pubs), arranged topographically, while 
vol 1 looks in turn at public buildings, 
buildings for health and welfare, churches 
and chapels, schools and colleges, parks 

and commons, entertainment, railways, ind-
ustry, Battersea Power Station, the shops 
of Clapham Junction, New Covent Garden 
Market, heliports, and the reconstruction 
of Nine Elms. The arrangement works 
well. Only the separation of churches and 
housing is a drawback, but it is a small price 
to pay for a much more coherent account. 
One advantage of having a separate housing 
volume is an excellent introduction there 
on housing alone, from 18th-century villas 
to modern housing. An interesting finding, 
paralleled elsewhere, is that Victorian 
architects and surveyors were involved in the 
design and development even of many small 
houses.

One of the greatest strengths of the Survey 
is that it covers not just the buildings but also 
the social and sometimes political history 
that makes sense of them. For example, for 
each Victorian housing development, the 
analysis here covers not only the expectations 
of the developer but also the outcome, 
drawing on census material to identify early 
occupants. The hopes, often disappointed, 
of the Victorian church builders are 
particularly well covered. So is the radical 
tradition in Battersea politics, from John 
Burns (somewhat debunked as a Battersea 
man) through John Archer (Britain’s first 
black mayor in 1913) and Shapurji Saklatvala 
(Communist MP in the 1920s) to the rise and 
fall of councillor Sidney Sporle in the 1960s. 
Attention is given to the naming of streets 
and buildings, and to notable residents, 
such as what Booth called ‘the good many 
queer customers’ of the Battersea Park flats. 
Even the rise and fall of the ‘Battersea Smell’ 
(emanating from Garton’s starch works) is 
chronicled. The inclusive approach is well 
demonstrated in the excellent chapter on 
the Shaftesbury Estate of the 1870s, ‘the 
most assiduously publicized and widely 
discussed housing experiment of its day’. The 
Artizans’, Labourers’, & General Dwellings 
Company was neither a co-operative venture 
nor a philanthropic one, despite its claims, 
nor even very innovative, and its leading 
figures were convicted of fraud in 1877, but 
it succeeded in building good-quality houses 
which have been appreciated ever since by 
their occupants.

For several subjects the volumes provide 
what is probably the best, and certainly the 
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most thorough, description of an important 
aspect of London’s history. These include the 
sections on riverside industry, on suburban 
villas, including the ‘citizen boxes’ forming 
the lowest level of villa development (and 
their often eccentric owners), and the rise 
and fall of municipal housing. The account 
of Victorian building will also be essential 
reading for historians of suburbia. The 
volumes identify some quirky survivals too. 
Who would have thought, for example, that 
Battersea would have a crinkle-crankle wall, 
or a villa of c.1810 encrusted with terraced 
houses within a few yards of Clapham 
Junction?

It hardly needs adding that the volumes 
are exhaustively researched and meticulously 
referenced, and that the picture research has 
been thorough, unearthing some remarkable 
images (notably of the Shaftesbury Park 
workmen in 1873). It is hard to read 
them without a sense of awe at the mass 
of information that has been gathered 
and marshalled. The impressive quality 
of production, including extensive use of 
colour and integration of pictures and text, 
is what we have come to expect since Yale 
became the publisher in 2008. The specially-
drawn plans continue to be one of the glories 
of the Survey, and are especially useful 
when they relate developments of different 
periods, such as villas and the Victorian 
streets which replaced them. Less expected, 
given the amount of detailed information 
conveyed, is that the text is highly readable, 
with enjoyable turns of phrase (‘flagrantly 
picturesque’; ‘grey both in colour and 
demeanour’; ‘beefy houses’; ‘unsurpassed 
municipal grimness’). It is hard to see any 
way in which these volumes could have been 
improved. They triumphantly demonstrate 
once more the value of the Survey in helping 
us to understand and enjoy both past and 
present London.

Dorian Gerhold

London Gateway: Maritime Archaeology in the 
Thames Estuary. By Antony Firth, Niall Callan, 
Graham Scott, Toby Gane and Stephanie 
Arnott. Wessex Archaeology Report 30, 
Wessex Archaeology on behalf of DP World 
London Gateway, 2012. Pp viii + 88, 55 figs, 9 
tables. ISBN 978 1 874350 61 3. Price: £15.00 
hb.

For most archaeologists and historians famil-
iar only with land-based investigations and 
iconic maritime archaeological excavations 
– such as the Bremen Cog, the Mary Rose and 
the Vasa – London Gateway will be something 
of an eye-opener. Despite its relative brevity 
this well illustrated, well referenced and 
well indexed report presents the results of 
a unique – and uniquely challenging – 
maritime archaeological investigation along a 
large transect of the Thames Estuary. 

The report concentrates on the decade-
long archaeological work undertaken by 
Wessex Archaeology in connection with the 
extensive programme of dredging for DP 
(Dubai Ports) World’s massive new London 
Gateway container terminal on the site of 
the old Shell Haven Oil Refinery, on the 
Essex shore, close to Stanford-le-Hope and 
Mucking. To facilitate the largest container 
vessels, a 400m-wide channel had to be 
dredged over approximately 100km, from 
Mucking out to a point approximately 25km 
off Harwich. To give landlubbers some sense 
of the gargantuan scale of the dredging 
operation undertaken by the Port of London 
Authority (PLA), the length of the dredged 
channel is equivalent to the land distance 
from London to Portsmouth. 

A development-led project of this scale, not 
surprisingly, provided an interesting range 
of complex and interrelated challenges, 
as well as great opportunities, for marine 
archaeological investigation. The end result 
of the consequent work, as the authors argue: 
‘influenced the way in which archaeology is 
conducted in connection with infrastructure 
schemes’; ‘had a practical effect on the 
methodologies employed in maritime arch-
aeology’; and ‘changed what we know and 
regard as important about the historic 
environment of the Thames’. 

The first quoted statement relates to the 
incredibly complex legal, environmental, 
financial, planning, evaluatory and logistical 



Reviews326

elements – the ‘investigative framework’ 
– that guided the work. The authors’ text, 
tables and figures ably help navigate the 
reader through the intricate web of this 
section (20 pp). The second statement 
relates to the ‘investigative methodologies’, 
including desk-based approaches, marine 
geophysical surveys – so essential for the 
project’s successful realisation – and diver-
based procedures. Once again, the reader is 
helpfully taken through this chapter (12 pp) 
and the essential technologies of sidescan 
sonar, multibeam echo sounders and marine 
magnetometers are explained in fascinating 
and readily understandable detail. The 
introductory list of the 34 ‘abbreviations and 
conventions’ used, including ‘Aggregate Levy 
Sustainability Fund’, ‘Historic Environment 
Enabling Programme’ and ‘Written Scheme 
of Investigation’ etc, provide an immediate 
indication as to how incredibly difficult these 
two major programme areas must have been 
to formulate, construct and deliver.

The third quoted statement essentially 
relates to the maritime archaeological 
sites, their investigation, interpretation and 
evaluation. This is the largest section of the 
report (35 pp) and is most likely to have the 
greatest appeal to general readers. Thirty 
post-medieval sites were investigated, in a 
variety of ways and detail, along the length 
of the dredged impact area. This chapter 
opens with the investigation of three early 
vessel sites – one of which was the eventually 
non-existent ‘Ancient Wreck’ (Site 5185) – 
followed by sections on 19th- and early 20th-
century wooden sailing vessels, metal hulled 
and steam powered craft, and the remains of 
vessels, aircraft and structures from the two 
World Wars. 

Whilst there were no discoveries as early 
as the 1570s Gresham Ship – excavated and 
partly raised in 2003—4 as part of the PLA’s 
dredging of the connected main southern 
shipping approach, the Princes Channel 
– much of interest was found. The most 
significant work detailed relates to that 
undertaken on the two sites containing 
partial remains of the Commonwealth 
warship, London, built at Chatham in 1654 
(Sites 5019 and 5029). She sunk in March 
1665, following an explosion, with the loss 
of some 300 lives. The recovery of material 
included hull and treenail samples for 

dendrochronological dating, a 1636 reused 
French bronze gun, a concretion of some 
eleven iron cannon , probably used as ballast, 
hearth bricks, a ‘shaft and globe bottle’, 
and, remarkably, bone fragments from two 
women. Besides ensuring that dredging did 
not impact on the London site, the project 
represents the first systematic investigation 
of a mid-17th-century British warship, 
undertaken by divers in conditions of zero 
visibility, and has already led to a partial 
reinterpretation of documentary evidence. 

Although the results of the other invest-
igations are more modest, they are not with-
out interest and significance. For instance, 
the 180 artefact remains recovered from an 
unidentified post-1860 sailing barge (Site 
5051), some of which are splendidly illust-
rated in colour, present a very telling human 
story. Telling, sad, horrific and heroic stories 
are to the fore in the remarkable section on 
remains from the two World Wars, which make 
an important contribution to our knowledge 
and understanding of the impact of modern 
warfare on what was once the world’s busiest 
waterway and port. Ironically, work included 
not only vessels sunk by enemy action, some 
of which are ‘war graves’, but the recovery 
of an aero-engine that most probably came 
from a Junkers Ju 87 Stuka dive-bomber (Site 
7543). My only slight criticism of this chapter 
is that, apart from the analysis of the London 
wreck, more general historical discussions of 
maritime change and vessel types sometimes 
appear to have been shoe-horned into 
the text without being that relevant to 
actual investigations. Connected to this are 
occasional claims that make too much of the 
general, rather than specific, importance of 
some investigated vessels.

The book concludes with an excellent 
discussion chapter (6 pp) on the many 
important outcomes and innovations that 
the London Gateway project has achieved. 
An appendix (Table AI) provides a very 
useful tick-box grid relating to the expected 
potential of each of the sites, the investigative 
methods used and what eventually happened 
to them in terms of recording and recovery, 
avoidance or dredging. This report is to 
be highly recommended to all who have 
interests in marine archaeology and the 
history of London’s port and river.

Chris Ellmers
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Anglican Church-building in London 1946—
2012. By Michael Yelton with photographs 
by John Salmon. Spire Books, 2013. Pp 326, 
illus. ISBN 978 1 904965 44 2. Price: £29.95 
hb.

In an understated way, this is a pioneering 
book. The authors present it as a sequel to 
their Anglican Church-Building in London 
1915—1945, published in 2007, and indeed 
it follows that earlier production precisely 
in its format, its approach and its somewhat 
clunky layout. The point of both books is 
to offer a simple illustrated gazetteer of all 
the surviving Anglican churches built in 
London for their respective dates, with a 
brief architectural commentary on each. 
The entries, divided by borough, normally 
feature one church per page, with a single 
black-and-white exterior and interior photo 
for each, sufficient to identify the buildings 
and to permit comparisons between them, 
but not to do justice to the quality of John 
Salmon’s images. 

While a fair amount is now known about 
church-building between the wars, post-war 
churches are pretty well virgin territory. 
It was a surprise to the authors, they say at 
the outset, to discover that as many as 250 
Anglican churches alone have been built 
in Greater London since 1945. Few of 
them have received careful or sympathetic 
critical attention; indeed when they have 
been noticed at all, they have mostly been 
condemned as reactionary or unambitious 
on architectural and liturgical grounds alike, 
as in the sundry curtly dismissive entries to 
be found in the Pevsner guides. 

In the excellent, almost fighting intro-
duction which gives this book its cutting 
edge, the authors argue that such lofty 
attitudes are neither historically repres-
entative nor fair. Simply by slogging round 
all the churches that are left, they have 
unearthed a much more varied pattern, 
one that reveals as much about the vagaries 
of ecclesiastical organisation in London 
as it does about architectural or liturgical 
taste. They point out, for instance, that the 
centrally planned St Paul’s, Bow Common 
(Maguire & Murray, architects, 1958—60), 
always taken as the departure point for the 
alliance between the post-war Liturgical 
Movement and progressive architecture, 

had little immediate influence on the form 
of subsequent churches in London, and in 
fact reflected the whims of a turbulent priest 
who combined anarchist politics with Anglo-
Catholic observances. Basil Clarke, respected 
author of Parish Churches of London (1966), 
confided to his notebook that he thought St 
Paul’s ‘looks like a rather seedy stable-yard’, 
but did not dare say that in his book. 

St Paul’s, Bow Common was one among a 
large number of London churches that had 
to be rebuilt because of bombing, naturally 
heaviest in the centre of the city. So the 
present book deals as much with central 
London as its peripheries, whereas its 
predecessor was mainly about the suburbs. 
Many of the churches the authors discuss are 
smaller replacements or radical adaptations 
of damaged churches. That has entailed 
some difficulties about what to include and 
exclude. They have decided to leave out 
the City churches, yet oddly they slip in St 
Andrew Holborn, perhaps because they have 
a soft spot for Seely & Paget, the architects 
who reconstructed it. 

At the strategic level, the authors condemn 
the dioceses as not having been realistic 
enough about the sharp fall of London’s 
population in the first three post-war 
decades. That was worse south of the Thames, 
where the Diocese of Southwark reprieved 
damaged Victorian churches and rebuilt 
others too lavishly, sowing the seeds for later 
closures. Some controversial decisions were 
certainly taken. A notorious case was George 
Gilbert Scott junior’s St Agnes, Kennington 
Park, well worth reprieving on architectural 
grounds. But the authors mount a robust 
defence of the decision to replace it with a 
far plainer but perfectly decent church by 
Ralph Covell, for how could its predecessor 
possibly have been maintained in the post-
war world? Interestingly, they remark that at 
St Agnes and elsewhere in the inner suburbs 
the old high churchmanship has often 
continued in the simpler new building, even 
down to recent happy-clappy times. 

Covell is one of the conservative-minded 
architects who emerges from the shadows 
as a prolific church-builder. His Holy Cross, 
Motspur Park (1949) is identified as the 
first post-war Anglican church in London, 
dull as ditchwater outside like so many of 
its successors, yet charming within. Another 
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is Thomas Ford, who rang the changes on 
a personal language combining residual 
classicism with residual Gothic, and often 
got his friend Hans Feibusch to contribute 
a mural. Christ Church, Battersea of 1959 
is probably the best of a string of modest 
churches by Ford; as the authors remark, it 
‘has an atmosphere of holiness which it is 
rare to find in a building of its date’.

From the later churches shown in this 
book it is hard not to conclude that Anglican 
church-building has lost direction since 
the 1970s. The aim of fostering social ends 
and community spirit seems to exclude a 
conscious sense of beauty, taste or even 
order, to the point that the Church of 
England has fallen back almost to the 
conventicle architecture of yore. Buildings 
are an encumbrance, the message goes, the 
gospel is the thing. Such, for instance, is St 
John with St Andrew on the World’s End 
Estate, Chelsea, where ‘the altar has been 
pushed behind the drum kit’. For anyone 
who believes that religion ought to engage 
with architecture and aesthetics, that is an 
unbalanced view, but it is in the ascendant. 
This excellent book offers a quiet corrective.

Andrew Saint

The winner of the Book Prize announced at 
the Local History Conference in 2013 was: 

The Friern Hospital Story: the History of a 
Victorian Lunatic Asylum. By David Berguer. 
Charville Press, 2012. Pp 179, illus. ISBN 978 
0 956934 44 4. Price: £14.99 pb.

This is the fascinating story of the history 
of the Middlesex County Pauper Lunatic 
Asylum at Colney Hatch from its inception 
until it closed in 1993.

The first chapter sets the scene with a 
short history of mental illness in Britain, 
and explained why and how the Middlesex 
Visiting Justices of Asylum looked for sites 
where lunatic asylums could be built. The 
first asylum was actually built in Hanwell, but 
in 1847 a second site was chosen at Colney 
Heath. The next few chapters deal with 
the design and building of the asylum and 
resulting problems. The majority of sources 
used are from the London Metropolitan 
Archives but journals and The Pictorial 
Handbook of London are also used. Chs 8—14 
cover the workings of the asylum dealing 
with housekeeping, patients, staff, treatment, 
work and entertainment. The chapters on 
patients and staff are particularly interesting, 
referring to specific cases, and are well 
illustrated from a variety of sources including 
the Wellcome Library and the Royal Society 
of Medicine. References from the Hospital’s 
own records and magazine are used as well as 
local records and sources from the medical 
profession.

Ch 15 deals with a fire on 27 January 
1903 that claimed the lives of 51 patients 
and contains an eye witness account by a 
reporter. The next chapter deals with World 
Wars I and II, detailing the members of staff 
who lost their lives due to enemy action. The 
following chapters deal with changes and 
improvements to the hospital, concentrating 
on new building and new services provided, 
and a chapter on care in the community. 
The hospital closed in 1993 but the book 
also deals with the development of the site. 
Friern Hospital was a Grade II listed building 
so it could not be demolished but eventually 
the building was converted into apartments 
and part of the grounds became Friern 
Village Park. The last chapter concentrates 
on reminiscences of local residents and staff.
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Overall it is a good, clear detailed history 
of Friern Hospital, well researched with 
excellent use of images throughout, including 
maps and plans as well as photographs. The 
addition of a chronology and index are very 
helpful to the reader. Although very much 
a local history document it does place the 
subject in a wider context so that it can appeal 
to a wider audience. The use of extracts from 
newspaper articles and oral history from 
those who remember the Hospital make the 
story more readable and personal. David 
Berguer is to be congratulated for striking 
the right balance between careful research 
and accessibility.

Diane Tough

Also received:

Disease in London, 1st—19th Centuries: an 
Illustrated Guide to Diagnosis. By Don Walker 
with photography by Andy Chopping 
and Edwin Baker. Museum of London 
Archaeology Monograph 56, 2012. Pp xix + 
287, 446 figs, 2 tables. ISBN 978 1 907586 10 
1. Price: £28.00 hb.

A specialist work, but full of interest for the 
layperson. This book profusely illustrates 
pathological lesions observed in human 
skeletal remains from 25 archaeological sites 
in London, from the Roman period to the 
post-medieval but not Anglo-Saxon. There 
is analysis of tuberculosis (including a child 
aged about four), leprosy, smallpox, rickets, 
possibly scurvy, and amputations, including 
medical. 

Religion in Medieval London: Archaeology and 
Belief. By Bruno Barber, Christopher Thomas 
and Bruce Watson. Museum of London 
Archaeology, 2013. Pp 144, many colour 
illus. ISBN 978 1 907586 07 1. Price: £10.00 
pb.

An important publication about London 
archaeology for what it sets out to do. It 
surveys a large subject, the archaeology of 
medieval religion in London (including 
Jewish remains and a brief mention of Islam), 
by presenting an impressive array of recent 
archaeological discoveries, in a suitable style 
of presentation for the general reader at all 
levels. Thus it fills a large gap between news 
articles in archaeological magazines and the 
more formal excavation reports. 

Proceedings of the Fifth Symposium on Ship-
building in the Thames. Edited by Chris 
Ellmers. Docklands History Group, 2013. Pp 
162, 76 figs, tables. Price: £20.00 + £5.00 p&p 
pb; see www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk.

Eight papers presented at the Fifth Sympos-
ium on Shipbuilding in the Thames in 2012. 
Subjects include foreshore archaeology, 
the Shipwrights’ Company, shipyards 
at Deptford and Greenwich, artists and 
Thames shipyards, Thames sailing barges 
and their builders, the construction of 
HMS Warrior, and the social and economic 
impact of the closure of a Yard in Chiswick 
in 1909. There is also a call for papers for the 
Sixth Symposium. An excellent showcase of 
fieldwork and library study.
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