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NOTICES
Newsletter: Copy Date
Please note that the final copy deadline for the September 2020 Newsletter
is 24 July 2020. Please send items for inclusion by email preferably (as MS
Word attachments) to: rhbg.lamas@gmail.com, or by surface mail to me,
Richard Gilpin, Honorary Editor, LAMAS Newsletter, 84 Lock Chase,
Blackheath, London SE3 9HA. It would be greatly appreciated if
contributors could please ensure that any item sent by mail carries postage
that is appropriate for the weight and size of the item.
****************
Editor’s introduction
This May 2020 issue of the LAMAS Newsletter is the first to be created
and published electronically instead of coming out in the printed form that
members are familiar with. Council decided that the handwork to be carried
out by volunteers when labelling, enveloping and mailing a printed version
during lockdown would not be practical and, while it is not going to be
easy to get this digital version to all of our members by email, the website
and social media, we will try our best.
The Society asks those who are aware of other members who may be
having difficulty receiving and reading their copy to help us to help them.
In introducing readers to this issue I would like to quote some of the words
written by Mike Pitts, editor of British Archaeology, in the May June 2020
issue. These, with his permission, have been amended to address the needs
of the LAMAS Newsletter’s own readers.
The world is changing fast. It’s likely that many, possibly all of the
events featured here will not take place, whether they are cancelled,
postponed or re-invented. At the moment, the future of many meetings
and lectures in the Newsletter looks uncertain, and many will probably
not happen – please check with organisers before making plans.
What role for archaeology in this maelstrom? Outdoors may not be
available at present, but access will return. Indoors we can read,
exploring our own libraries, perhaps, and taking advantage of the huge
amount of online material: museums and galleries showing their
collections and research, excavation outfits featuring their work, blogs
and podcasts by archaeologists, and conversations on social media.
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Journals often release some content for free and, of course, LAMAS
members can access Transactions and a number of Special Papers via
the Society’s website: www.lamas.org.uk.
The past is all around us, in our homes, our streets and our countryside,
and the stories it holds puzzle and entertain. In confusing times, there
is comfort there too: people adapt endlessly, humanity endures.
Richard Gilpin, with much gratitude to Mike Pitts
****************
A word from the Membership Secretary.
First of all apologies to the Society for my silence over the past months –
illness has laid me low and meant other things have had to take a back seat!
Some of you have noticed that renewal notices were not formally issued
last summer and will not have been included with this copy of the
Newsletter. The production of over 600 slips seems a redundancy in this
day and age, so please take this as notification of the need for the
membership to prepare themselves to renew their subscriptions on 1
October 2020.
A number of members have still not yet paid their subscriptions for the year
2019-2020, so please check whether you are amongst that number as future
publications will not be sent after that date! Thank you to those members
who have moved their payment to the CAF account as requested in the
spring and I would encourage those who haven’t done so yet to follow suit!
Any membership queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on
membership@lamas.org.uk.
Fiona Haughey
****************
New President for LAMAS
At the Society’s Annual General Meeting on 11 February 2020, Gillian
Tindall succeeded Taryn Nixon as President of LAMAS.
She is well known to many members of the Society through the enthusiastic
support she has given to the Historic Buildings and Conservation
Committee over a number of years.
Gillian is also of course an accomplished novelist and biographer as well
as an acclaimed historian of place. In 2016 she published The Tunnel
Through Time: A New Route For An Old London Journey, which explores
the layers of history that lie beneath the route of London's newest (though
somewhat delayed) underground railway, the Elizabeth Line. The
Guardian book review at the time referred to her ‘lifetime’s love of
metropolitan history and a dense and quirky knowledge of London lore’
and described her as ‘a sure-footed, even revelatory, guide to the treasures
of London that Crossrail has unintentionally brought to our notice’.
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The Society is very grateful to Gillian for accepting the position of
President, offers her a warm welcome, and wishes her well in the years
ahead.
****************
CoLAT Grant
Members thinking of research into the archaeology of the London area are
reminded that the deadline for applications for grants by the City of London
Archaeological Trust (CoLAT) is Monday 21 September 2020. Grants will
be decided at a CoLAT meeting in December and those awarded will be
available for one year from April 2021. Further information on
www.colat.org.uk; the application form for this year and revised guidelines
will only be on the site from May.
****************
LAMAS Research Fund
LAMAS has been offering a research fund since 2005, to assist individual
members to undertake research projects furthering our knowledge of
London’s history and archaeology. We plan to open the fund to affiliated
societies from this year. The fund has been used for a number of articles
which have been published in Transactions, and a full list may be found on
our website along with the terms and conditions of the fund.
Grants have been distributed relatively evenly between local history and
archaeology, starting with research into clay pipe manufacture in
Pentonville by Peter Hammond and Tudor metalwork from Trump Street
by Bruce Watson as joint fund recipients in 2005. Material culture has been
a strong focus throughout the life of the fund, and Glynn Davis will be
publishing a series of short articles on Roman finds, but a number of quite
specific buildings and structures have also featured with Caroline Sandes’s
paper on the Barbican published last year while Simon MacNeill Ritchie
researched the Royal Victoria Patriotic School in Wandsworth. Ian Betts’s
paper on Queen Anne’s bagnio and Lyn Blackmore’s on the Hanseatic
Kontor will be coming soon. Scientific study has also had a place, with the
Geoarchaeology of the Syon Park Palaeochannel researched and published
by Jane Corcoran.
The grant may be used in a number of ways – to fund the individual
undertaking the research or, for example, to pay for the production of maps
or other illustrations. The fund in 2006 for instance went to assist the
production of the Roman Londinium map. Nick Holder also commissioned
a painting to illustrate his research into medieval friaries. Scientific study
could be commissioned, or radiocarbon dates could be funded. Our latest
recipients, John Schofield and Rebecca Gordon, are working to publish the
faunal collection from the Milk Street excavations.
Applications are welcome for a wide range of subjects that will further our
archaeological and historical understanding of London and will be of
interest to LAMAS members.
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The Fund is set at £5,000 and an application can be made for all or part of
this amount. The deadline for submissions is 30 September 2020. Full
terms and conditions are available on the website or from Karen Thomas,
Hon Secretary.
****************
LAMAS Lates and Conferences
The May issue of the Newsletter would normally have included details of
forthcoming LAMAS Lates, a report on the Conference of London
Archaeologists, and an item promoting free display tables for affiliated
local societies at the 21 November Local History Conference. All of the
above are missing from this issue.
The only information that the Society can currently give to its members is
that, owing to the uncertainties resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic:
▪ The Conference of London Archaeologists has had to be
postponed from March until later in the year, subject to the
availability of a suitable venue;
▪ Jane Sidell’s programme of LAMAS Lates has had to be postponed;
▪ In February it became clear that the usual Call for Papers from
potential speakers for the Local History Conference on 21
November could not go out, and in due course this may lead to the
Conference itself having to be postponed;
▪ The process of judging entries for the Society’s annual Publication
Awards, the winners of which are normally announced at the Local
History Conference in November, is likely to be delayed.
As soon as circumstances permit, the Society will give new information on
the above to its members, and the September issue of the Newsletter will
be as up to date as possible. Whether it is to come out as a printed copy or
digitally as a PDF is a decision that will be taken by Council later in the
summer.
****************
Local History Committee
LAMAS’s Local History Committee represents the interests of local
societies affiliated to the Society. Part of its work involves organising the
Autumn Local History Conference and running the Publication Awards,
which encourage local societies to produce books, journals and newsletters
to a high level of quality. Each year many societies submit their books,
journals and newsletters for judging by the Committee.
The Committee would like to have more members and, in particular, more
members representing local societies. The Editor of the Newsletter is a
member of Lewisham Local History Society and has been a member of the
Local History Committee for some years. If you are considering joining us,
he would be happy for you to contact him. His email address is:
rhbg.lamas@gmail.com, and his landline is 020 3774 6726.
****************
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New Members
New members are immensely important to the Society, and Council would
like to welcome the following, who have all joined LAMAS recently:
Darius Rafter, Eastleigh
Frank Meddens, Forest Hill
SE23
Hannah Higham, SE17
William Hogan, N1
Eliot Benbow, Deal, Kent

Ishita Ghosh, South Barnet
Robert McCoy, Lewisham SE23
Ros Fishel, Bromley
Paige Steen, Paris
Kylie McDermott, Hersham, Surrey

We hope that you participate in as many of the Society’s activities as
possible, and that you enjoy your LAMAS experience.

Annual General Meeting 2020
The Presidential Address
At the LAMAS Annual General Meeting at the Museum of
London on Tuesday 11 February, Taryn Nixon gave her third
and final Presidential address. This was on the subject of
‘Fifteen Decisive Battles for London Archaeology’.
Taking the long view, she considered archaeology in London
and the Society’s role within it, and posited that many of the
changes in London archaeology might be characterised as
battles and hard-won changes, with victories and defeats –
sometimes evidenced by injury and recovery – and often
witnessed as smaller manoeuvres within a bigger campaign. It
was Battles for London Archaeology, then (both actual and
metaphorical) that provided the backdrop for the Presidential
Address, ably encouraged by a leather-bound copy of Sir
Edward Creasy’s 1886 volume, the Fifteen Decisive Battles of
the World. She concurred with Creasy in that picking which battles to talk
about had not been easy although, happily, “it is not the number of killed
and wounded in a battle that determines its general historical importance”
(Creasy 1886). Taryn then gave details of her fifteen battles.
1 The Battle of the Teutoberg Forest
It could be argued that without this and the victory of Arminius over the
Roman legions under Varus in AD9 we would not have had such rich
Roman remains in London to study all these years.
Taryn outlined the Gallic areas up to the Rhine in the mid-1st century BC,
with the Roman occupying forces under Caius Julius Caesar in the interior
of Gaul and the generally unprotected Rhine border experiencing regular
raids by the Germanic tribes. By AD7, although Rome believed that
Germania was being subjugated, Roman troops in reality had never reached
large parts of the country, and Publius Quinctilius Varus, according to
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Cassius Dio, was an incompetent, imperious and naïve military
commander. One of the German nobility accompanying Varus on his
missions was the Chief of the Cherusci tribe, Arminius, who had become
a Roman citizen and eques, a Roman knight, in c.AD4; he regularly acted
as a messenger between the Romans and the Germanic tribes. So it was in
AD9, when Varus was in the Cheruscan region on the River Weser with
his entire army and retinue, that he got a message about a rebellion in the
NW of the region, and decided to make a detour via the saltus
teutoburgiensis (the Teutoburg Forest, near Osnabruck today).
The rebellion, however, was fake. and Varus’s army, three legions of
20,000 men in a column over 12 km long, was lured into rough swampy
terrain, in terrible weather, and was annihilated by tribal German warriors
and deserting Romanised troops, all under the leadership of Arminius.
Taryn had visited the supposed Kalkriese battle site and museum in 2014.
But if Varus had defeated Arminius, and had remained in the rich lands of
Germania, there might never have been the need for Rome to look to the
west and venture across the treacherous and mysterious Ocean, to Britain.
Or as Creasy put it “Had Arminius been supine or unsuccessful, our
Germanic ancestors would have been enslaved or exterminated in their
original seats along the Eyder and the Elbe. This island would never have
borne the name of England, and we, this great English nation … would
have been utterly cut off from existence”.
2 Our archaeological purpose
Since its establishment and at key moments since, LAMAS has been about
bringing people together, about co-ordinating effort and about creating
multi-faceted knowledge.
Taryn described some of the
key
actions
that
had
established
the
London
archaeology we know today,
from LAMAS’s creation, its
100th anniversary events in
1956, and then the rapid
changes from the 1960s
onwards. Throughout, the
shared sense of purpose was
clear – to work together to
grow the knowledge of
London’s extraordinary archaeological inheritance.
In the 1960s, excavations were carried out by LAMAS and SLAEC (the
Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological Excavation Committee), with
Department of the Environment funding. In the 1970s, Rescue and the
Council for British Archaeology campaigned for publicly funded regional
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archaeological units across the country; the South-West London Unit was
established by the Surrey Archaeological Society, the Passmore Edwards
Museum and the Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit were created, the
London Museum and Guildhall Museum came together as the Museum of
London, and the West London team moved into the new Museum of
London along with a new Department of Urban Archaeology.
It was remarkable to think that it was only 44 years ago that the LAMASorganised working party led by our Chairman, Harvey Sheldon and Helen
Keeley called for London-wide archaeology policies, pay for
archaeologists, full-time environmental specialists, co-ordination between
amateurs and professionals and joined-up approaches across the 32 London
boroughs. By 1975/6, the Department of the Environment was spending an
estimated £200,000 on excavations in London. But even during the 1980s
construction boom archaeological work was voluntary. For Taryn what
stood out was the collaborative approach in London, with planners and
archaeologists working together to identify archaeological priority areas –
and symbolised in the large-format A-Z map books on each project
manager’s desk, painstakingly marked up by hand to show the archaeology
zones.
3 The battle for collaborative learning
In keeping with the battle theme of the address, Taryn suggested that the
campaign for new knowledge had, however, taken a critical blow over the
ownership of the different components of that knowledge. With knowledge
came different responsibilities to maintain and update information, and
consequently differing roles, and with that came a new economic model
for archaeology. The approach formalised in 1990 had transformed an
integrated model into a dispersed model. And despite the massive amount
of additional private funding that the new, market approach brought in to
archaeology – perhaps especially in London, and despite creating the best
archaeological archive ever, arguably the single most important thing we
neglected to do at that time was to create very specific, deliberate
mechanisms that would have ensured that we were able to continue to
collaborate on growing and providing access to new knowledge, even
given our newly separate roles and responsibilities. The campaign for
collaborative learning has been badly damaged, but could yet be reversed.
4 The Boudican rebellion and an alliance between factions
This had been selected not as a battle per se, but to represent a triumph for
partnership and, in particular, partnership between contract archaeology
and academia. Taryn referred to the disarticulated skulls found in the north
east of the City along the banks of the Walbrook, for a long time interpreted
as trophy heads collected by Roman soldiers as well as evidence of a
continuing Iron Age head cult.
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Recent work by MOLA on the Crossrail site outside the city walls near
Liverpool street had found burials close to Walbrook channels; the burials
had been partly washed away; disarticulated skulls had been worn smooth
and shiny; there were water stains and apparent ‘tide marks’; mandibles
and cervical vertebrae were missing, suggesting they had been moved,
post-deposition, and battered by
pebbles (clearly seen in the image of a
skull with water-worn pebbles rammed
into the eye socket – copyright National
Geographic). MOLA’s osteologists had
joined with the University of
Southampton’s Ocean and Earth
Science researchers to model fluvial
erosion processes. And the work had
strongly supported the theory that these
human remains were from people who
had died later than the Boudican revolt
of AD60/61 and had been transported
and redeposited by water. Current
project funding arrangements make it
incredibly difficult to bridge the divides
between different archaeological sectors (amateur, volunteer, commercial,
curatorial, academic, etc.) and yet partnership and collaboration adds
enormously to what is possible, and we need so much more of it.
5 Spitalfields challenges, experiment and change
Taryn recalled the surprising caution and even resistance in the 1990s when
introducing digital recording software, ‘PenMap’, on hand-held tablets to
record the 10,500+ medieval skeletons at St Mary Spitalfields. There was
a fear that using tablets and Electronic Distance Meters instead of pencil,
tape and Permatrace, might mean we needed fewer archaeologists. But
even more of a concern was what technology might do to damage
interpretation: recording against a template might remove the intellectual
rigour that an archaeologist has when they look, visually unravel, measure
and draw. Drawing by hand in the field, is a slow process – by which I
mean slow enough to open the door for discussion with colleagues,
enquiry, doubt, interpretation, even emotion. Taryn had been struck by
understanding, for example, how David Bentley, MOLA’s Senior
Illustrator at the time, worked with field archaeologists to question
assumptions, validate chronological relationships and weave narratives
that the archaeologists – in the hasty world of commercial archaeology –
may not yet have spotted. So PenMap on Spitalfields was set up as an
experiment, to test assumptions about speed and consequences for the work
processes and benefits. Technology turned out to be a friend – not for its
own sake but, rather, for how it challenged and changed us.
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Experimentation is one of the most exciting things in the history of
archaeology and something our discipline should be proud of, as evidenced
by the journeys from box grids to open areas, from realistic to interpretive
section drawings (to wit: Grimes and his placement of lines drawn between
different ‘events in the soil’), from photography to film to 3D-imaging,
from level 4 archive creation to models for paperless recording. Taryn
suggested that what we all could benefit from now is a structural
experiment in organising and funding archaeology differently, bringing
public and private, amateur and professional archaeologists together in a
single project with open access interpretation.
6 The Battle of London 1066
Taryn recalled the quest, when digging in the City in the 1990s, to find the
site of the real Battle of London of 1066. This was where William Duke of
Normandy had fought following victory on 14 October at Hastings, after
taking Romney, then Dover, Canterbury and Winchester, up to
Berkhamsted and then back down and marching east into London. She
remembered the research at the time by Chris Philpotts and Peter Mills,
identifying sources that variously described London surrendering (William
of Poitiers, 1073-5), being attacked with siege-engines and battering rams
(Guy of Amiens, 1068) and fighting a vast number of rebels in an open
space (William of Jumieges, c.1071) (Mills 1996). Archaeology had
revealed unusual burials on the Fleet river foreshore that were possibly
victims of battle, and a likely ‘open space’ seemed to be at the west end of
Cheapside. Over 100 archaeologists on the Fleet Valley had put their heads
together and debated the possibilities. For our purposes, the lost Battle of
London 1066 stands as a marker for all of archaeology’s questioning and
curiosity.
7 Research and publication:
the campaigns at the very heart of what we do and why we do it
The British Academy’s report ‘Reflections
on Archaeology’ (British Academy 2017)
defines archaeological research as
“influenc[ing] contemporary society
through discussions concerning heritage,
identity, politics and gender”. Our strategy
for archaeological research has changed
radically over recent decades: if we once
dug out of simple interest, we had gone on
to put questions at the start and heart of our investigation; we had written
national, regional and local research agendas and published research
frameworks; we had focused effort and ever-limited budgets around what
we considered was most significant. And our approach to publishing had,
too, changed radically: the pendulum has swung from publishing
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everything, to publishing summaries, to storing archives for future
reinterpretation, to integrated analysis, to digital and open access.
Throughout these changes, LAMAS has been a rock – constant through the
decades and invaluable not just as an outlet but as a source of expertise and
context. Last year’s CIfA and Historic England workshops (Wills 2018)
recently proposed that a future framework for publishing could be an
obligatory Primary Report and an optional Secondary Report, and in any
event, mostly publishing digitally. And yet we do not have up-to-date
information about what people are reading or what they want to read: the
CBA’s Publication User Needs Survey (PUNS) was published over 17
years ago. So it is good that a new Survey is now being proposed, and that
this time it will take account of the very wide range of audiences for our
work: a Publication Audience and User Needs Survey (PAUNS) (ibid).
Today, we are experiencing a digital revolution every bit as impactful as
Gutenberg, with people expecting to be able to find information when they
want it, from many and mostly digital sources, learning, listening and
watching all forms of audio, video and written content in what is described
as a new-found space. To succeed, we need to be able to publish in a way
that enables our collaborative research to help make the world better, and
help people to make better choices. Taryn believed that in line with this,
the most exciting changes to come will be in publishing and
communicating our stories (especially since at the moment we usually
convert our 3D records and moving images back into 2D forms for
publication) and she was excited to think about LAMAS’s role in this, as
one of London archaeology’s most important publishers.
8, 9 and 10 Planning campaigns
Taryn defined three national and ongoing concerns about the management
of processes that very much affect archaeological remains:
She highlighted the successive de-regulation of the planning process,
which has compounded a fragmented system with a deeply demoralised
and under-funded public planning service and conflicting policy objectives
(TCPA 2020). Gearing up for a green paper, archaeologists have to assume
we are in for further de-regulation – and this will threaten the very place of
archaeology in the planning system.
Secondly, Taryn highlighted the question of how archaeology does – or
does not – form part of, or integrate with the natural environment. In the
Government’s 25-Year Environment Plan and Agriculture Bill
archaeology is part of Goal number 6: ‘enhancing beauty, heritage and
engagement with the natural environment’, and the Agriculture Bill
proposes that payments are directed toward public goods and specifically
mentioned heritage as public goods. However, heritage is currently not
included in the Environment Bill definitions so it appears that heritage,
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including archaeological remains, would be disregarded, as it was under
the Common Agricultural Policy. The seriousness of this is clear when
considering that agriculture has been the biggest source of damage to
archaeological remains nationally since 1945 (CBA briefing 2019).
And thirdly she emphasised the national financial cuts affecting local and
regional heritage services and funding. As well as the c.36% reduction in
heritage officer posts in England, cuts are now also threatening the brilliant
Portable Antiquities Scheme that now stretches across England and Wales.
One of the triumphs of London archaeology has been the collaboration
between archaeologists and metal detectorists: the unique relationship with
the Thames Mudlarks was central to the development of finds and field
methodologies, and to the development of the Portable Antiquities Scheme.
But if cuts continue one can foresee the PAS becoming a regional service,
with unreported metal detecting ever encouraged by the seemingly
interminable media headlines linking the discovery of treasure to rewards.
11 Running archaeology as a business
Taryn suggested it was only right to mention her own personal challenge:
the tension of running archaeology as a business, nurturing a collaborative
space where a very
diverse group of
people were able to
work
on
understanding our
archaeological past
for
educational
benefit – made
possible
by
founding it on an
underlying
business. This was
about
running
MOLA, itself made
up of people who
were members of LAMAS and other societies, and whose projects involve
commercial archaeologists and academic partners and large groups of
volunteers.
For a very long while, Taryn could not fathom why so-called contract
archaeology had to be such a battle, with successive consultancy reviews
of the raison d’être and governance requirements for a successful museumbased archaeology service, each one of them involving a top-down
restructuring. Now, Taryn is convinced that it was because we have all been
trying to fit into a structure of British archaeology with underlying flaws –
on which more to follow.
12

12 Resilience
This is a battle won: archaeologists’ core belief in the value and delight of
purposeful archaeology, Taryn said,
undeniably makes for determination
and resilience. It was telling that
Wheeler, in his map of the City of
London showed the bombed areas of
the Blitz as ‘areas available for
excavation’ (Wheeler 1944). The
image of Grimes, precariously but
unflinching on top of a ladder above
the Temple of Mithras was the
epitome of that commitment to
sharing discovery. Furthermore Taryn emphasised the vital role LAMAS
played at the heart of London archaeology and history bringing individuals
and organisations together for 165 years.
13 The struggle to prove archaeology’s value to society
Archaeology as a discipline has for some reason found it hard to convey its
value and social contribution. In the last few decades there has been a
wealth of research and papers talking about the power of place, pride of
place, how archaeology contributes to wellbeing, how archaeology can
help to combat poverty … and we seem to have become much better at
communicating what we have always known: that archaeology and history
enable us to build a sense of identity and secure a sense of belonging, and
that heritage contributes to society and its cultural and economic
development in myriad ways. Taryn cited Historic England’s recent
research on Heritage and the Economy which showed heritage contributing
a total Gross Value Added (GVA) of £31bn; last year there were 218.4
million visits to heritage sites, and £17 billion was spent on tourism
(Historic England 2019). And yet, although county societies have been the
backbone of our archaeological network since the 19th century, there were
fewer people joining local societies. There were, however, some exciting,
positive trends in national policy-making that would undoubtedly open up
opportunities for archaeology. For instance, the Scottish Government has
pledged that 1% of all local authority funding will be determined by means
of public benefit by 2022; membership of the National Trust, English
Heritage and Historic Houses had all increased last year (ibid); countries,
such as Wales and – further afield – New Zealand, had put wellbeing at the
heart of their heritage and financial policies respectively. In other words,
in this long running campaign to demonstrate the value of archaeology,
there were signs that wellbeing and public benefit were recognised
outcomes of archaeological work. What we need to do now – to make
archaeology even more present and central to daily life is to innovate, to
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learn to communicate better with young people and to reach groups as
diverse as the stories we are discovering.
14 The battle plan – a sense of belonging
Today then, surely, we want to work together to make certain that heritage
provides people with that
sense of belonging. The
present-day
structure of
archaeology likes to keep us
in different compartments.
But LAMAS, at the heart of
the London archaeology
network, cuts across these
divides. Over its history
LAMAS has brought people
together in 54 Local History
Conferences, 56 Archaeology
Conferences, well over 1,500 lectures, as well as events, walks, tours and
‘Lates’ (above, right). LAMAS has supported research through a grant
scheme that has become an invaluable source for all segments of London’s
heritage sector, has given insight and expertise in advocacy and has
published in high quality and learned Transactions (no less than 69
volumes, 16 Special Papers, 3 joint Surrey Archaeological Society
publications and more newsletters than Taryn could count). Most crucially,
LAMAS offers membership, and membership is about belonging.
Moreover, membership is a means for people to invest in what an
organisation does and what it stands for, and LAMAS is a vital advocate
for archaeology.
If a sense of belonging is part of an overall battle plan, then Taryn asks the
question: if archaeology is for people, and archaeological remains are
public assets that belong to the people, then should we be content with a
system where public archaeology is at the edge of practice and not
formalised within its structure? Rather than continue only to try to improve
the structure we have, should we not also create a future structure based on
cross-sector collaboration, and inspiring and involving the diversity of our
population in understanding, protecting and sharing their own heritage.
What might a different structure look like? For example, it would direct
funding to promote collaboration (between local societies, commercial
organisations and academia) and experimentation (involving partnership
and innovation). It would award projects (contracts) designed on the
quality of their lasting public engagement and social value, not on the cost
or duration of their work. And it would (as proposed in the Southport
Report of 2011) join up existing networks for greater regional and national
impact.
14

15 Choose the next battle wisely
Concluding, Taryn commented that there is a great deal to fight for at the
moment, not least the planet, the impact of climate change, preventing
whole species from becoming extinct and the massive loss of biodiversity.
So if we are to safeguard what our archaeological inheritance brings to
future generations, we need to decide what kind of archaeology we want in
the future. Taryn urged that we should not only try to improve what we
have (though this, we must), but that LAMAS should continue to build on
its greatest strengths – the commitment and curiosity of our members, the
resilience and belief in what archaeology can do for society and the sense
of belonging that membership can bring – to determine where we should
head next.
Finally, stepping down at the end of her term as the Society’s President,
Taryn thanked the Society, saying that it had not only been a great privilege
and honour to serve as President but had also been a particularly great
pleasure.
Taryn offers the following selected references:
Dio Cassius
Historiae romanae [Roman History] Volume 56: 18-24 [Earnest Cary et
al, Loeb 1924 trans]:
https://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thyer/E/Roman/Texts/Cassius_Dio/56*.ht
ml
Historic England 2019
Heritage and the Economy, Nov 2019, prepared as part of Heritage
Counts 2019: https://historicengland.org.uk/content/heritagecounts/pub/2019/heritage-and-the-economy
Mills P, 1996
The Battle of London 1066 in London Archaeologist, Vol 8:3, pp59-62
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/london_arch/contents.
cfm?vol=09:03
TCPA, 2020
Planning 2020 ‘One Year On’ – 20th century slums? Raynsford Review of
Planning in England, Town and Country Planning Association, January
2020, 29pp
https://www.tcpa.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=7260c5e9ad84-48a2-92a5-922fa48ba6f7
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Wills J, 2018
The world after PPG 16: 21st Century Challenges for
Archaeology https://www.archaeologists.net/sites/default/files/21stcentury%20Challenges%20for%20Archaeology%20project%20report%2
0October%202018.pdf
****************
A Christmas Carol for Central London YAC
Central London YAC’s regular monthly meetings provide a mixture of
education, entertainment, and a craft activity. The emphasis at its
December meeting is more of the same but with added fun...
On 14 December 2019, enthusiastically led by Annie de Saulles and Karen
Thomas and with vital input from helpers, it held its Christmas party at the
Museum of London Docklands where, on arrival in the Jack Petchey room
in the basement, its members took part in a visual quiz. This featured a
highly detailed 1862 painting, The Railway Station, by William Powell
Frith, and members needed to scan the painting with great care (and a
magnifying glass) in order to find and identify items from within the
artwork. These included a dog having its collar put on, a boy holding a
cricket bat, a porter lifting a trunk onto the roof of a carriage, and many
more people and things.
Having completed this
reasonably challenging task,
everyone went up to the
third floor, where the
Museum was putting on its
own peripatetic production
of Dickens’s A Christmas
Carol,
starring
an
appropriately
heartless
Ebenezer Scrooge.
After the opening scene
(right) the audience was
taken from floor to floor, as
one scene succeeded another
in a succession of the Museum’s galleries, ending with Scrooge’s
miraculous conversion from a miserable miser into a generous giver.
The actors playing Dickens’s characters did so with great gusto, sang songs
(below) with considerable commitment and charisma, and gave great
entertainment to children and adults alike.
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The YAC party then moved back
downstairs and continued with a
memory testing activity (Kim’s
Game) followed by The Case of the
Viking Runes, in which members
were given the opportunity to help
Sherlock Holmes decipher some
runic writing and solve a mysterious
murder.
Finally, out came the glue and
scissors, and members were able to
create and take home their own
Victorian Christmas cards, bringing
a great morning at the Museum of
London Docklands to an end.
****************
King Ludica and Lundenwic
Metal-detecting provides a seemingly endless supply of finds that
embellish our knowledge of the past.
One recent discovery from a field in
Wiltshire is a silver penny issued by
King Ludica or Ludeca of Mercia.
During AD 825 King Beornwulf of
Mercia suffered a series of defeats
and finally death in battle at the end
of the year, while trying to hold his
kingdom together. It has been
suggested after his death that King
Egbert of Wessex took over a sizeable
portion of Mercia. Beornwulf’s
successor in late 825 was a Mercian ealdorman Ludica, who reigned until
827.
The new coin features a bust of Ludica (above) facing right, with the legend
LUDICA REX MER, while the
reverse
(below)
features
the
inscription
LUN/DONIA/CIVIT
across three lines, which confirms that
the Mercians still controlled the
international trading settlement of
Lundenwic (modern Covent Garden).
This is interesting as the eight other
coins attributed to Ludica were all
minted in Ipswich; this has led to the
suggestion that he had lost control of
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Lundenwic, but this new coin confirms that this was not the case.
In fact, Ludica’s successor Wiglaf briefly lost control of Lundenwic to
Egbert in 829-230, which prompted the latter to triumphantly issue coins
bearing the inscription LUNDONIA CIVIT[AS].
Bruce Watson
****************
Roman Britain…and Where to Find It, by Denise Allen and Mike Bryan
(2020), published by Amberley Publishing, 234x165mm paperback, 256
pages, with glossary, index to sites and 100 illustrations (many in colour,
£19.99, ISBN 978-1-4456 -9014-8.
As a reviewer, in order to provide a fair and dispassionate assessment, one
should ideally start one’s journey through a book in a spirit of unprejudiced
curiosity. What happens next is the
responsibility of the author(s) and
the publisher.
Where Roman Britain…and Where
to Find It is concerned, this
reviewer’s journey has been one of
sheer enjoyment coupled with
feelings of respect for the team
responsible for compiling this
book.
Following an enthusiastic foreword
by the historical novelist Ben Kane,
an introduction explains the
structure that has been imposed on
the book’s information in order to
make it readily accessible. Details
are organised geographically, with
the United Kingdom presented as
nine regions, most of which – but not all – are divided along county
boundaries.
Londinium is a substantial entry in the first chapter, which is The South East
– The Solent to the Kent Coast. Within each region the sites ‘where there is
still something of Roman Britain to see’ are arranged alphabetically.
The only exception to this is the chapter in which Hadrian’s Wall is treated
as a region in itself: in this case the sites are arranged from Newcastle upon
Tyne in the east to Carlisle and Maryport in the west, which is how one
might be tempted to visit them.
An index allows readers to go directly to the entry for any individual site.
The information provided, in what is essentially a guide book to Roman
sites, is well-researched and of high quality. Furthermore, it is – as one
might expect, or at least hope – copiously illustrated with photographs and
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maps, which serve to enhance the carefully compiled and thoroughly
readable text.
During the restrictions of lockdown and self-isolation caused by COVID19 this book has enabled its reviewer to travel the length and breadth of the
country and pay virtual visits to well over two hundred Roman sites.
The reviewer is happy to advise Newsletter readers that Roman
Britain…and Where to Find It makes an excellent travelling companion,
giving information where and when required, without becoming an
opinionated and possibly tiresome bore. Readers who are keen to learn
about the Roman sites of Britain could do worse than embark on such a
virtual tour and, when travelling restrictions are eased or lifted, could
follow this experience by visiting the sites in their often stunning reality.
Due for publication on 15 May 2020, it is strongly recommended to anyone
with an interest in the Roman heritage of the United Kingdom.
Richard Gilpin
****************
The London Beer Flood of 1814
th
In the early 19 century the St Giles Rookery (below) was one of the worst
places in London in which to live.
It was an eight-acre maze of slum
lanes and alleyways to the north and
east of today’s Centrepoint building.
From a period of affluence in the 17th
century the area had declined rapidly;
houses were divided up, and many
families were forced to share a single
room.
Open sewers ran down the streets, and
cesspits overflowed. The area became
characterised by poverty, deprivation
and crime, with Richard King in 1771
recording
“theft,
whoredom,
homicide and blasphemy legible in
every face”. The same writer
described the inhabitants as “a
corporation of whores, coiners, highway men, bawds, pickpockets and
housebreakers...in search of opportunities to exercise their villainy”.
As the 18th century ended, crime, prostitution and filth reached new depths.
Charles Dickens, that inveterate explorer of London, described the
residents of the Rookery as “forms bloated by disease and faces rendered
hideous by habitual drunkenness”.
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In the words of Peter Ackroyd, the Rookery “embodied the worst living
conditions in all of London’s history; this was the lowest point which
human beings could
reach”.
If ever there was a good
time to be living in the
Rookery, it was certainly
not the afternoon of 17
October 1814.
On that day, just to the
north side of what is now
New Oxford Street, Henry
Meux and Company were
busy brewing porter (a
dark style of beer made from brown malt), 100,000 barrels of which
emerged each year from its Horse Shoe Brewery in Bainbridge Street
(above).
It was matured in three storey
high wooden vats (right),
each capable of holding over
a hundred thousand gallons
of fermenting beer.
Massive iron hoops encircled
the huge vats in order to
contain the pressure that built
up.
At the rear of the Horse Shoe
Brewery’s 25 foot high
eastern end wall was New
Street, a small cul-de-sac
within the St Giles Rookery.
At around 4.30pm in the
afternoon of 17 October
1814, Meux’s storehouse
clerk noticed that the iron
hoop around a vat containing
a batch of ten months old
porter had slipped, but was advised by his supervisor that “no harm
whatever would ensue”.
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One hour later, the vat burst open violently, and the force of the outcoming
liquid knocked the stopcock of the vat next to it.
This meant that, within minutes, an unstoppable wave of nearly quarter of
a million gallons of porter was on the move. The strength of the fermenting
beer was too much for the rear wall of the brewery, which collapsed,

allowing a wave of porter fifteen feet high to flow into New Street (above),
where it destroyed two houses and damaged two others.
The force of the explosion sent bricks flying through the air and a torrent
of porter rushed along the narrow Rookery lanes. Since these streets were
open sewers with no proper drainage, the hot dark liquid had nowhere to
go but into the neighbouring homes. In one house, a four-year-old girl was
killed; in another, a wake was being held in the cellar by an Irish family
when the building above them collapsed, killing five of them. A fourteenyear-old girl was buried alive under the rubble of the brewery’s end wall.
London’s Morning Post described the disaster zone as “an immense mass
of ruins...the surrounding scene of desolation presents a most awful and
terrific appearance, equal to that which fire or earthquake may be supposed
to occasion”.
A total of eight people died in the disaster, while all of those in the brewery
survived. At the end of the inevitable coroner’s inquest the jury rejected
suggestions of mismanagement and negligence, and returned a verdict that
the eight (whose ages ranged from three to sixty five years old) had lost
their lives ‘casually, accidentally and by misfortune’.
After the event stories arose that hundreds of people had been collecting
the beer and getting drunk, but there is no evidence for this and, in any
case, the liquid would have been contaminated by sewage and may not
have been entirely drinkable.
Before long the Horse Shoe Brewery was back in business and it continued
to brew beers for Londoners until its closure in 1921.
A year later the building was demolished and the Dominion Theatre was
built on the site.
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For those poor people in the Rookery who had the misfortune of being in
the wrong place at the wrong time, the tidal wave of beer flowing down the
open sewers of their streets represented a case of ‘porter, porter
everywhere, nor any drop to drink’.
Richard Gilpin

EVENTS AND EXHIBITIONS
Becket2020
The year 2020 marks an important dual anniversary for the extraordinary
figure of Thomas Becket.
It will be 850 years since his dramatic murder on 29 December 1170 in
Canterbury Cathedral, and 800 years since his body was moved on 7 July
1220 from a tomb in the crypt of the cathedral into a glittering shrine.
While St Thomas Becket is an internationally renowned figure, his
connections to London are rather less well-known.
For over 300 years, Londoners flocked to Becket's shrine in Canterbury,
often returning with a pewter badge as a keepsake. Hundreds of these
pilgrims’ souvenirs have been recovered from London excavations and
mudlarking activities along the Thames, and the Museum of London holds
the largest collection in the
country.
The museum is using some of
its pilgrim badges to illustrate St
Thomas Becket’s extraordinary
life and his connections to the
capital. Visitors are encouraged
to undertake their own minipilgrimage
through
the
museum’s Medieval London
Gallery as they discover more
about Thomas Becket the man,
his early life in London, his
exile and murder, the impact of
his death and rise in miracle cures and finally, Becket’s shrine and the Jubilee
of the Martyrdom in 1220.
The exhibition is part of a year-long programme of events entitled
Becket2020, which has been developed by partners from across the UK as a
platform to commemorate the remarkable life and death of St Thomas
Becket.
The display is on the ground floor, is wheelchair accessible, and entrance
– when the Museum reopens – is free.
****************
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Havering Hoard: A Bronze Age Mystery
As readers of the Newsletter will be only too well aware, the many different
worlds that surround us have all become disjointed and unpredictable.
Donald Rumsfeld’s ‘known unknowns’ have become ‘unknown
unknowns’. Certainties have become uncertainties; full diaries have
become empty ones.
In order to slow down the spread of COVID-19 museums have been closed
and exhibitions cancelled or postponed.
Regrettably, one of those affected is the free exhibition, Havering Hoard:
A Bronze Age Mystery, which was due to open on 3 April 2020 at the
Museum of London Docklands.
It would have focused on the
largest ever Bronze Age hoard to
be discovered in London, and
the third largest of its kind in the
United Kingdom. In the course
of a planned archaeological
investigation by Archaeological
Solutions, a total of 453 bronze
objects dating from around 900
to 800BC were recovered from
four separate, individual and
deliberately placed hoards
within a square ancient
enclosure ditch (right) about
35m across.
The bronze objects (some shown
below), which weighed 45kg in
total, included many weapons,
such as axe heads, spearheads, fragments of swords, daggers and knives.
All of them had been
used, and almost all
seem to have been
damaged or broken
before being buried;
one interpretation is
that they may have
been accumulated by a
specialist metalworker
as his (or her) stock of
recyclable material.
There are however
many recorded examples of weapons being put out of use before being
placed ritualistically in a new context, and the hoard might have been such
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an offering; if so, one might have expected placement in a nearby river
rather than land burial.
The aim of the exhibition is to showcase the newly discovered artefacts
while at the same time investigating the mystery behind the Havering
Hoard, providing visitors with all of the evidence currently available and
challenging them to come to their own conclusions. Immersive film,
photography and design have been brought together to create an exhibition
that not only highlights the hoard but also offers evidence of the cultural
context in which it was deposited. This educational and entertaining
exhibition should appeal to a wide range of visitors.
It is to be feared however that the greatest mystery must be the one
currently taxing the Museum of London Docklands, and this is: when will
restrictions be lifted sufficiently to allow it to reopen and welcome visitors
to this exhibition?
Readers of the Newsletter who wish to visit Havering Hoard: A Bronze
Age Mystery will look to the Government for overall advice, but may also
wish to look for topical and specific information on the Museum’s website:
www.museumoflondon.org.uk.
Richard Gilpin
****************
Jukebox is a hit in Bloomberg SPACE
When visiting the London Mithraeum in Walbrook, readers of this
Newsletter will have passed through the Bloomberg SPACE just inside the
entrance.
Its purpose is to “showcase the best
in contemporary art whilst bringing
fresh perspectives to the history of
this great site”, and several
different displays have been
provided since the London
Mithraeum opened.
The latest, by Susan Hiller, is
London Jukebox. Her installation
focuses on a vintage-style jukebox
offering a selection of songs about
London and its people. Benches
with headphones enable visitors to
sit and listen to tracks of their own
choice (two for £1.00) or to
selections made by others.
Excerpts from the songs’ lyrics
adorn the walls, together with a
map of London giving geographical context to the songs. Hiller’s view is
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that popular songs are part of the cultural heritage of London, and that when
placed in context they can be appreciated as a form of archaeology.
Your editor (who is biased by having had a jukebox as a lodger in his house
for many years) was entranced, and recommends to readers that, once the
closures caused by COVID-19 are a dim and distant memory, they should
come to Walbrook to enjoy London Jukebox – and of course the London
Mithraeum…
Richard Gilpin
****************
Mosaic Making at Crofton Roman Villa

Every Wednesday in August 2020
Marvellous Mosaic Making!
Families can discover all there is to know about Roman mosaics and
children will be able to make their own mosaic to take home.
Sessions at 10.30am for up to 11-year olds. No booking needed. Children
to be accompanied. Entry £4.00 per child, adult carer free.
Open House London
Sunday 20 September 2020
As part of Open House London there will be a special open day at Crofton
Roman Villa, with site tours by the Director of Excavations, Dr Brian
Philp, whose team preserved, excavated and opened the Villa.
Tours at 11am and 3pm. Doors open – 10am with last admission at 4pm.
Free entry and activities for children.
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Enquiries to Crofton Roman Villa, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8AF
Tel: 01689 860939. Email: crofton.roman.villa@gmail.com.
Website: www.karu.org.uk/crofton_roman_villa.html
Car parking is available off York Rise, and the villa is adjacent to
Orpington Station.
AFFILIATED SOCIETY MEETINGS
Owing to the disruptive effects of COVID-19, readers are advised to
check with local societies before planning visits to lectures
Acton History Group
Lectures are on the 2 Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall,
The Mount, admission £2. Contact Secretary David Knights, 30 Highlands Avenue,
Acton W3 6EU (020 8992 8698); email: info@actonhistory.co.uk; website:
www.actonhistory.co.uk
nd

10 June 2020
Annual General Meeting and Celebrating the Light, Nigel Middlemiss
9 September 2020
Mr. Gee’s Llamas, Linda Davis
Barking and District Historical Society
Meetings held on Mondays at 7.45pm at Harp House, 16 Helmore Road (off Goodey
Road), Barking, IG11 9PH. Free to members. £2.00 to non-members.
Telephone 020 8597 7210. Email: barkinghistorical@hotmail.com; website:
www.barkinghistoricalsociety.co.uk
Barnes and Mortlake History Society
Meetings are held on Thursdays at St Mary’s Parish Church, Barnes, at 8pm. The
meetings are free for members (£2 for visitors). For further details please contact the
Hon. Secretary on 020 8878 3756 or visit us at www.barnes-history.org.uk
No meetings until further notice
Barnet Museum and Local History Society
All meetings are held in Church House, Wood Street, Barnet at 3pm on Mondays
(opposite the Museum). Lectures are free for members (£3 for visitors). Contact
Barnet Museum, 31 Wood Street, Barnet EN5 4BE (020 8440 8066) or visit:
www.barnetmuseum.co.uk for more information.
Bexley Archaeological Group
All talks are held bi-monthly in the BSCC, 19 Station Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA15 7EB,
8pm for 8.15pm start. Excavations are carried out at weekends (March-November), in
which membership is required to participate on site. For further information, please
contact Pip Pulfer – Principal Field Officer: principalfieldofficer@bag.org.uk or Clare
Lodge – Public Relations Coordinator – pr@bag.org.uk or visit our website –
www.bag.org.uk
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21 May 2020
Darent Valley Landscape Project, Dr Anne Sassin
16 July 2020
Severndroog Castle, Ian Small
Bromley Borough Local History Society
The Society meets once a month from September to July, usually on the first Tuesday
of the month. Meetings are held at 7.45pm in the Small Hall at the Trinity United
Reformed Church, on the corner of Freelands Road and Upper Park Road in Bromley.
The post code is BR1 3AQ. The Society’s website is: www.bblhs.org.uk
No meetings until further notice
Camden History Society
The society normally meets at 7.30pm on the 3rd Thursday of each month, except
August. Venues vary; non-members welcome (£2). For further information please
contact the Hon. Secretary, Mrs Jane Ramsay (020 7586 4436) or visit:
www.camdenhistorysociety.org
Camden New Town History Group
Camden New Town is north of Camden Town, in the London Borough of Camden.
Meetings of this group of local residents are generally held on the 3rd Wednesday of
each month at the Irish Centre in Camden Square.
email: maillist@camdennewtown.info; website: www.camdennewtown.info
Chadwell Heath Historical Society
Meetings are held at 7.30pm from September to June. All meetings are held at the
Baptist Church Hall, High Road, Chadwell Heath, RM6 6PP. Visitors welcome £2 pp.
Enquiries: 020 8590 4659/020 8597 7210; email: chadwellheathhistsoc@hotmail.com
19 May 2020
Shetland, the Windswept Isle, Rosemary Rogers
16 June 2020
AGM followed by Chadwell Heath in old photographs, Christine Wagg
City of London Archaeological Society
Lectures are normally on the third Friday in every month and take place at St Olave’s
Church, Hart Street, London EC3R 7NB. Doors open 6.30pm for 7pm start, followed
by light refreshments and an opportunity to socialise. Non-members are welcome to
attend lectures but are asked to make a £3 contribution to expenses. For further
information see www.colas.org.uk; email: web-enquiry@colas.org.uk
15 May 2020
Medieval Treasure in The Thames: Accident, Rubbish or Ritual?, John Clark
19 June 2020
Getting to the grist of it: The Excavation of Tottenham Mills at Hale Wharf,
Ellen Green
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Docklands History Group
The Docklands History Group meets on the first Wednesday of each month, except
January, at the Museum of London Docklands, West India Quay, Hertsmere Road,
E14 4AL. Meetings start at 5.30 for 6pm and finish at 8pm. Visitors are welcome (£2).
For further details see: www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk
3 June 2020
Tales from the Thames: An oral history of the Thames Lightermen
1 July 2020
Annual General Meeting followed by Development at Battersea, Sally Mashiter
2 September 2020
The Lea Valley Waterways and Works: a different story, James Lewis
East London History Society
All meetings are held at Latimer Congregational Church Hall, Ernest Street, E1 unless
otherwise stated. Ernest Street is between Harford Street and White Horse Lane, off
Mile End Road (opposite Queen Mary and Westfield College). Meetings start at
7:30pm. The nearest underground stations are Mile End and Stepney Green. Buses:
25, 205, 339 to Queen Mary College and D6, D7, 277, 323, 339, 425 to Mile End
Station. Website: http://www.mernick.org.uk/elhs/index
email: mail@eastlondonhistory.org.uk
No meetings until further notice
Edmonton Hundred Historical Society
Talks are free to members (£1 for visitors), and are held at Jubilee Hall, 2 Parsonage
Lane, Enfield; at the All Saints Church Hall, Church Street, Edmonton N9 and at
Bruce Castle, Lordship Lane, Tottenham N17. Further details from Enfield Local
Studies Centre & Archive, Thomas Hardy House, 39 London Road, Enfield EN2 6DS
(020 8379 2839); email: info@edmontonhundred.org.uk; website:
http://n21.net/edmonton-hundred-historical-society.html
Talks programme suspended. Sharing heritage items online with Bruce Castle
The Eltham Society
Unless otherwise stated, all meetings take place at 8.00pm at the Christchurch Centre,
Eltham High Street. Refreshments available from 7.30pm before the talk. Nonmembers £2.00.
email: contact@theelthamsociety.org.uk; website: www.theelthamsociety.org.uk
No meetings until further notice
EMAS Archaeological Society
A number of events are organised. Lectures are free to EMAS and LAMAS members,
£3 for visitors. For details of membership and specific events, please visit the EMAS
website: emas-archaeology.org. Details of the study tour to Orkney from 14 to 23 April
2020 may be found on the EMAS website.
No events or meetings until further notice
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Enfield Archaeological Society
Meetings are held at the Jubilee Hall, junction of Chase Side and Parsonage Lane,
Enfield, starting at 8.00pm (doors open at 7.30pm). Visitors: £1 per person. For further
information please contact Ms Val Mundy, 88 Gordon Hill, Enfield, EN2 0QS. Email
valmunday@hotmail.com, website: www.enfarchsoc.org
No meetings until further notice
Friends of Bruce Castle Museum and Park
Evening talks are last Wednesday of the month, 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Munch and
Listen talks are on the 4th Monday of the month, 12.00pm for 12.15pm start. Talks are
free and open to all (tea/coffee is available for a small charge). All meetings are held at
Bruce Castle Museum, Lordship Lane, Tottenham, N17 8NU. Details of the
programme are available from www.haringey.gov.uk/brucecastlemuseum or the FoBC
Secretary at Bruce Castle Museum (020 8808 8772). Car park on site.
Bruce Castle heritage items are being shared online with Edmonton Hundred
The Friends of the City Churches
The Friends of the City Churches is an architectural heritage charity dedicated to
preserving the beautiful and unique churches found within the square mile of the City
of London. Its aim is to ensure that the City’s churches are preserved intact for posterity
and, most importantly, are kept open to visitors on a regular basis. In conjunction with
the Archdeaconry of the City of London, The Friends of the City Churches publishes
the City Events broadsheet, copies of which can be found in most City churches,
libraries and the City Information Office. Enquiries about particular events should be
addressed to the venue concerned. Downloads of City Events are available from the The
Friends of the City Churches website, which is: www.london-city-churches.org.uk/
Please note that all events for members have had to be postponed until further
notice
The Friends of Hackney Archives
Meetings, talks and walks are arranged from time to time. For information about the
activities of Friends of Hackney Archives, email: archives@hackney.gov.uk; Friends’
website, listing events etc: www.hackneyhistory.org; telephone: 020 7241 2886.
The Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery
For information about the activities of Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery, email:
fokgc@hotmail.com; website: www.kensalgreen.co.uk
The Friends of Kensal Green offer a two-hour introductory tour of the cemetery every
Sunday from the beginning of March to the end of October, and the first and third
Sunday only in November, December, January and February. Tours begin at 14:00
from the Anglican Chapel in the centre of the grounds, and finish around two hours
later with tea and biscuits at the Dissenters’ Chapel, adjacent to Ladbroke Grove.
There is no need to book regular Sunday tours, except for groups of more than ten. A
suggested donation of £7 per person (concessions £5) helps the Friends to restore
monuments, study the cemetery and attract visitors to Kensal Green.
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Friern Barnet & District Local History Society
Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month (no meetings in July and
August) at The North Middlesex Golf Club, The Manor House, Friern Barnet Lane,
Whetstone N20 0NL, starting at 7.45pm for 8.00pm. Non-members are welcome (£2).
Refreshments are available. Email: friern-barnethistory@hotmail.co.uk; website:
www.friern-barnethistory.org.uk. For further details contact David Berguer on
020 8368 8314.
Meetings through the summer have been cancelled
Fulham and Hammersmith Historical Society
There is usually a talk or a visit once a month. Visits are made to places of historic
interest both within and outside the borough at varying times. For information about
the activities of Fulham and Hammersmith Historical Society, visit the Society’s
website: https://fhhs.wordpress.com/
Meetings and events cancelled until further notice
Harefield History Society
Meetings are held at the Park Lane Village Centre, Park Lane, Harefield UB9 6BJ at
8.00pm on the fourth Monday of the month from September to May. Outings and
other events are also arranged. Website: www.harefieldhistorysociety.co.uk
All meetings have been cancelled until further notice
Hayes & Harlington Local History Society
Most meetings are held at Botwell Green Library, Leisure Centre, East Avenue, Hayes
UB3 3HW at 7.30pm. The library closes to the public at 7pm and you are advised to
arrive by 7.25pm for admittance and guidance to the first floor meeting room. Nonmembers are welcome. Further information from Mr Robin Brown, 107 Wentworth
Crescent, Hayes, Middlesex UB3 1NP (020 8848 7959).
Email: hayescanal@hotmail.co.uk
Hendon & District Archaeological Society
Lectures are held on Tuesdays at Stephens House & Gardens (Avenue House), 17 East
End Road, Finchley, N3 3QE, and start promptly at 8.00 pm, with coffee / tea
afterwards. Non-members admission: £2. Buses 13, 125, 143, 326 & 460 pass nearby
and Finchley Central station (Northern Line), is a 5-10 minute walk away. For further
information see the website: www.hadas.org.uk
Lecture programme cancelled until further notice
Hornsey Historical Society
Lecture meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at the Union Church
Hall, corner of Ferme Park Road and Weston Park, starting at 8.00pm. A donation of
£2.00 is requested from non-members. Refreshments are available from 7:40 pm. The
doors close at 8:00 pm and latecomers are not admitted. For further information please
ring The Old Schoolhouse (020 8348 8429); write to the Society at 136 Tottenham
Lane N8 7EL; website: www.hornseyhistorical.org.uk
Lecture programme cancelled until further notice
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The Hounslow and District History Society
Meetings are held on Tuesdays at the United Reformed Church Hall, Chapel Road,
Hounslow, TW3 1UL, starting at 7.45pm, non-members £2.00. For further details
contact Andrea Cameron (020 8570 4264) or Liz Mammatt (020 3302 4036).
Website: www.hounslowhistory.org.uk
No meetings currently planned
Islington Archaeology & History Society
Meetings are held on Wednesdays at 7.30pm at Islington Town Hall, Upper Street N1.
A donation of £1 is requested from non-members. Enquiries: 020 7833 1541; website:
www.islingtonhistory.org.uk
Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit
Crofton Roman Villa, Orpington, BR6 8AF. Telephone: 01689 860939. Email:
crofton.roman.villa@gmail.com. Website: http://cka.moon-demon.co.uk
Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month at 8pm at Surbiton Library
Halls, Ewell Road, Surbiton. Visitors will be asked for a donation of £2 towards
expenses. Enquiries to Hon Secretary KUTAS, 21 Duffins Orchard, Brox Road,
Ottershaw, Surrey, KT16 0LP, email: kutas.archaeology@gmail.com, website:
www.kingstonarchaeology.org
All meetings postponed until further notice
Lewisham Local History Society
Meetings are held on Fridays at St Dunstan’s College Jubilee Pavilion, Canadian
Avenue, London SE6 4SW (NEW VENUE), starting at 7:45pm unless otherwise
stated. Visitors welcomed, donation of £1 invited.
For further information please contact Programme Secretary Tamsin Bacchus at
tamsin_bacchus@hotmail.com; website: www.lewishamhistory.org.uk
Lecture programme cancelled until further notice
London Natural History Society
Indoor meetings usually consist of talks, slide shows or discussions. Visitors are
welcome. A charge may be made on the door. For further information please visit
website: www.lnhs.org.uk
Indoor and outdoor events cancelled until further notice
Merton Historical Society
Meetings are held monthly from October until April, at 2.30pm on Saturday
afternoons at St James’ Church Hall, Martin Way, Merton. For further information
please contact the Honorary Secretary, Mrs Rosemary Turner, 27 Burley Close,
London SW16 4QQ; email: mhs@mertonhistoricalsociety.org.uk; website:
www.mertonhistoricalsociety.org.uk. Walks and visits are held during the summer.
Meetings and visits suspended until further notice
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The Norwood Society
Local history talks are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm at the Upper
Norwood Library, Westow Hill SE19 1TJ. Entry is free, but a donation of £3 towards
the cost of tea and homemade cakes would be much appreciated. For all enquiries
please contact Ruth Hibberd at: membership@norwoodsociety.co.uk;
website: www.norwoodsociety.co.uk
Talks and walks postponed until September 2020
Orpington and District Archaeological Society
Meetings are held in Christ Church (United Reformed), Tudor Way, Petts Wood, BR5
1LH, on the first Wednesday of each month (except August and January) from
8.00pm. Non-members are welcome to attend, space permitting. For further
information please contact Michael Meekums or Janet Clayton (020 8302 1572);
website: www.odas.org.uk
Meetings postponed until further notice
Pinner Local History Society
All meetings start at 8.00pm. Main meetings take place in the Village Hall, Pinner.
Visitors are welcome for a donation of £3. For further information please contact:
Mrs J Brooks, 224 The Ridgeway, North Harrow, Middlesex HA2 7DB (020 8424
8445); website: www.pinnerlhs.org.uk
All talks and Annual General Meeting cancelled
Potters Bar and District Historical Society
Meetings are held in the 60 Plus Room, Wyllyotts Centre, Potters Bar, Herts, starting
at 8.00pm prompt. Visitors are welcome (admission £1). For further details please
visit the website: http://www.pottersbarhistory.uk
21 May 2020
The Belles of Belfast: The Titanic and Sister Liners, Rudi Newman
Richmond Archaeological Society
All lectures take place on the 2nd Friday of every month at the Vestry Rooms,
Paradise Road, Richmond, Surrey at 8:00pm, and are free to members. Non-members
are welcome to attend by giving a donation. For further information please visit the
website: www.richmondarchaeology.org.uk. Email:
richmond.archaeology@gmail.com
Lectures and events cancelled until September 2020
Richmond Local History Society
Meetings are held on Mondays at Duke Street Church, Richmond, TW9 1DH at
8.00pm (coffee from 7.30pm). Visitors: £4. Further information from the Secretary,
Elizabeth Velluet (020 8891 3825); email: rich.hist@yahoo.co.uk; website:
www.richmondhistory.org.uk
Programme of talks cancelled until September 2020
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Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society
Unless otherwise stated, meetings take place at the Time and Talents Settlement, The
Old Mortuary, St Marychurch Street, Rotherhithe, SE16 4JD, and begin at 7.15pm.
Non-members welcome for a donation of £2. For more information please visit
www.rbhistory.org.uk
Events including Mayflower 400 postponed until September 2020
Ruislip, Northwood and Eastcote Local History Society
Meetings are usually held on the third Monday of each month from September to April
at 8.15 pm at St Martins Church Hall, High Street, Ruislip. Visitors are welcome (£2
admission). For further information, please contact the Membership Secretary
(membership@rnelhs.uk) or the Programme Secretary (programme@rnelhs.uk) or
look at the website www.RNELHS.org.uk
All meetings and outings cancelled until further notice
Southgate District Civic Trust
The Trust covers Southgate, New Southgate, Cockfosters, Palmers Green, Winchmore
Hill and Hadley Wood. Open Meetings are held twice a year at the Walker Hall,
Waterfall Road, Southgate, and Local History meetings are held five times a year at
the Friends Meeting House, Church Hill, Winchmore Hill. Non-members are
welcome. For further information, contact Colin Barratt (020 8882 2246); email
info@southgatedistrictcivictrust.co.uk or visit www.southgatedistrictcivictrust.org.uk
Southwark & Lambeth Archaeological Society
Lectures are held monthly on the second Tuesday at 7.30pm at the Housing
Cooperative, 106 The Cut SE1, (direct entrance from the raised walkway), almost
opposite the Old Vic. Coffee or tea and biscuits are available from 7.00 pm. Visitors
are welcome but are asked to contribute £1 towards expenses. For further details
please contact Richard Buchanan, 79 Ashridge Crescent, Shooter’s Hill, London SE18
3EA; email: RichardJBuchanan@aol.com. For enquiries please call 020 8764 8314.
Lectures and walks cancelled until October
Spelthorne Archaeology and Local History Group
Unless otherwise stated, all meetings take place at the Methodist Church, Thames
Street, Staines, and begin at 8.00pm. Members free, non members welcome (£2
please). For further details please contact Nick Pollard (01932 564585); email:
npollard@spelthornemuseum.org.uk; website: www.spelthornemuseum.org.uk
Meetings, talks and activity days suspended for the time being
Stanmore and Harrow Historical Society
Meetings are held at the Wealdstone Baptist Church, High Road, Wealdstone, at
8.00pm on Wednesdays, excluding July and August (visitors welcome at a charge of
£3). For further information please contact The Secretary, info@Stanmore-HarrowHistorical.org.uk; www.stanmore-harrow-historical.org.uk
Programme suspended until September 2020 at the earliest
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Borough of Twickenham Local History Society
Lectures are held at St Mary’s Church Hall, Church Street, Twickenham, at 8.00pm on
the first Monday of each month from October to May. Guests are welcome (£2.50).
For further information please visit our website: www.botlhs.co.uk
11 May 2020
AGM followed by Wandering around East Twickenham in Postcards,
Alan Winter
Uxbridge Local History and Archive Society
All meetings take place at Christ Church, Redford Way (off Belmont Road),
Uxbridge, starting at 7.30pm. For further information please contact Mr K.R. Pearce,
29 Norton Road, Uxbridge UB8 2PT; website: www.eddiethecomputer.co.uk/history
18 May 2020 (Monday)
Watts Hall
Quiz Evening
Walthamstow Historical Society
Talks take place in the Large Hall in the Family Centre, St Gabriel's Church, Havant
Road, Walthamstow E17 3JF (just off Wood Street.) at 7.45pm. For General enquiries
please write to 55 Highfield Gardens, Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 3DB; email:
whsenquiries@gmail.com; website: www.walthamstowhistoricalsociety.org.uk
Wandsworth Historical Society
Meetings held at the Friends’ Meeting House, Wandsworth High Street (opposite
Town Hall) on the last Friday of the month at 8.00pm until 9.15pm (followed by tea
and biscuits). For more information, visit the website: www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk
All talks cancelled until further notice
West Drayton and District Local History Society
Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month from September until May
(excluding December) in St Martin’s Church Hall, Church Road, West Drayton,
starting at 7.30pm. For further information please contact Kay Tarrant (Programme
Secretary), 15 Brooklyn Way, West Drayton UB7 7PD (01895 444246).
Willesden Local History Society
The Society meets on Wednesdays from September to June at 7.30pm in St Mary's
Parish Centre, which is in Neasden Lane adjacent to the churchyard. For further
information please contact the Secretary, Margaret Pratt, 51 West Ella Road, London
NW10 9PT (020 8965 7230); website: www.willesden-local-history.co.uk
20 May 2020
In and Around Queen’s Park, Irina Porter
17 June 2020
Annual General Meeting
The LAMAS Newsletter has previously been printed by Catford Print Centre, 7 Meridian
Centre, Vulcan Way, New Addington, Croydon, CR0 9UG (telephone 020 8695 0101)
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