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NOTICES 
 

Newsletter: Copy Date 

The copy deadline for the September 2017 Newsletter is 21 July 2017. 

Please send items for inclusion by email preferably (as MS Word 

attachments) to: rhbg.lamas@gmail.com, or by surface mail to me, 

Richard Gilpin, Honorary Editor, LAMAS Newsletter, 84 Lock Chase, 

Blackheath, London SE3 9HA. It would be greatly appreciated if 

contributors could please ensure that any item sent by mail carries postage 

that is appropriate for the weight and size of the item. 
 

**************** 

New President and Chair of Council 
At the Annual General Meeting of the Society, held on 14 February 2017, 

Taryn Nixon was confirmed as the new President of LAMAS – succeeding 

John Clark, and Harvey Sheldon was confirmed as the new Chair of Council 

– succeeding Colin Bowlt. 
 

**************** 

New members welcomed by the Local History Committee 

The LAMAS Local History Committee extends a friendly welcome to 

members who would like to join the Committee, either as the 

representative of their affiliated Local History Society or as an individual 

member of LAMAS. The Committee meets three times a year and in 

between meetings members carry forward its decisions. Special 

responsibilities include reading submissions for the LAMAS Publications 

Awards and deciding on the winners, and organising the Autumn 

Conference. If you are interested in becoming a member of the Local 

History Committee  – or know of someone in your local society who 

would like to join the Committee – please get in touch with the Honorary 

Editor of the Newsletter, Richard Gilpin (email: rhbg.lamas.gmail.com; 

phone: 020 3774 6726). 
 

**************** 

LAMAS Lecture Programme 2016-2017 

Unless otherwise stated, meetings take place in the Clore Learning Centre 

at the Museum of London on Tuesday evenings at 6.30pm – refreshments 

mailto:rhbg.lamas@gmail.com
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from 6pm. Meetings are open to all; members may bring guests. Non-

members are welcome and are asked to donate £2 towards lecture 

expenses. The following is the remaining lecture in the 2016-2017 

programme. 
 

9 May 2017 

Roman London’s first voices: the writing tablets from the Bloomberg 

excavations, Sadie Watson, Museum of London Archaeology 
 

**************** 

LAMAS Lates 

We have planned a series of Late Events over the spring and summer. 

Places on all of them are limited, and can be booked by either writing to 

Jane Sidell at 113 Lion Lane, Haslemere, Surrey GU27 1JL, or by 

email to: Jane.sidell@btinternet.com. Where fees are mentioned, these are 

going to the organization, and will support their work and staff.  

 

30 May 2017, 6.00pm. Walking tour of the Walbrook. The walk will 

be led by Stephen Myers, a professional water engineer, who has recently 

successfully completed a doctorate in archaeology on ‘The Walbrook and 

Roman London’. The walk will begin at the Angel, Islington where the 

fascinating origins, history and disappearance of the hitherto unknown 

western stream of the Walbrook, found in the course of the research, will 

be described. Perhaps taking a bus along City Road, depending on 

weather and legs, the walk will continue from Moorgate to the Thames at 

Cannon Street, highlighting the river’s impact on the life of Roman 

London. Meet outside the Angel tube station, for 6.00pm, and please 

wear comfortable footwear. 

 

4 July 2017, 6.00pm. Visit and tour of the spectacular Gothic Revival 

Fitzrovia Chapel, with general manager Sarah Boud. July is the 200
th
 

anniversary of the birth of architect John Loughborough Pearson, who 

created this spectacular space, originally part of the former Middlesex 

Hospital and recently reopened after restoration following years of 

neglect. Pearson is himself rather neglected given his outstanding work 

on other magnificent buildings, including Bristol and Truro Cathedral. 

Fee of £5 to members, £7.50 for non-members. Meet outside the chapel, 

for 6.00pm prompt. Fitzroy Place, 2 Pearson Square, London W1 3BF. 

Nearest tube station: Goodge Street.  

 

21 July 2017, 6.00pm. Walking tour of the City Foreshore. Nathalie 

Cohen, leader of the Thames Discovery Programme, will take us on a 

tour of the foreshore from Trig Lane along to Queenhithe, describing the 

structures and archaeology. New regulations mean that anyone without a 

mailto:Jane.sidell@btinternet.com
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Port of London Authority licence will not be able to retrieve finds, but 

may of course ask for things they see to be identified. £10 for members, 

£12.50 for non-members. Meet at 6.00pm, at the north end of the 

Millennium/Wobbly Bridge. Wear sensible footwear, although wellies 

are not normally needed here. Nearest tube stations are Blackfriars, St 

Paul’s and Mansion House. 

 

24 August 2017, 5.00pm. Scaffold tour of the conservation project at 

the Painted Hall, Royal Naval College, Greenwich. This is a once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity to view a major conservation project. The Painted 

Hall is the greatest decorative interior in the UK, painted by Sir James 

Thornhill, between 1707 and 1729, and is one of the highlights of the 

Maritime Greenwich World Heritage Site, the finest baroque complex in 

Britain. This year it is being cleaned and conserved and a scaffold has 

been designed specifically to permit public access. £10 to members, 

£12.50 to non-members. Meet at 4.45pm prompt by the decorative 

hoarding outside King William Block in the Old Royal Naval College, 

Greenwich. Nearest stations are Greenwich or Maze Hill railway 

stations, or Cutty Sark DLR station. There is a staircase on the scaffold, 

which is several storeys high, and sensible shoes should be worn.  
 

**************** 

City of London Archaeological Trust grants 

and London’s Waterfront Project 

The City of London Archaeological Trust (CoLAT) invites applications 

for small to medium grants to support archaeological work in the City and 

its environs, as in previous years. The grants will be for one year only 

from 1 April 2018, and this year's deadline for applications will be Friday 

22 September 2017. 

The meeting of CoLAT to decide the grants will be in early December. 

Applicants should study the guidelines (available on the COLAT website: 

www.colat.org.uk), with care. Guidance may be obtained from the 

Secretary, John Schofield, at: john@jschd.demon.co.uk. 

Also on the CoLAT website John Schofield has posted the online text of 

his monograph in preparation, London's Waterfront 1100-1666. This is 

the report on four excavations around the north end of London Bridge in 

1974-83, including Billingsgate. The large text and figures can be 

downloaded. 
 

**************** 

LAMAS Membership Survey 

In the September 2016 Newsletter, we advised readers that the results of 

the Membership survey would be published in the May 2017 issue. Owing 

to the fantastic response from LAMAS members however, massive 

http://www.colat.org.uk/
mailto:john@jschd.demon.co.uk
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amounts of data have been created. The analysis of all of this material is 

taking a bit longer than anticipated, but a full report will be published in 

the September 2017 Newsletter. 
 

**************** 

Annual General Meeting 2017 

The Presidential Address 

At the LAMAS Annual General Meeting at the Museum of London on 

Tuesday 14 February, John Clark – introduced to the meeting by Harvey 

Sheldon, the newly appointed Chair of LAMAS Council – gave his third 

and final Presidential address, on the subject of ‘New Troy to Lud’s 

Town’. 

He started by warning his audience that they would be experiencing an 

evening of what are currently referred to as ‘alternative facts’. 

His principal source would be The History of the Kings of Britain 

(Historia Regum Britanniae) which was written in the early years of the 

12
th
 century by Geoffrey of Monmouth (below). Although this work has 

been described as ‘one of the most influential books ever written’ (J. S. P. 

Tatlock, 1950), and was for over four 

hundred years accepted as a true account 

of Britain’s past, Geoffrey of Monmouth’s 

creation was essentially a combination of 

elaborated and distorted fantasies; these 

were often drawn from mythology, and 

were permeated with unreliable half truths 

disseminated by earlier writers. Many later 

chroniclers then took events and 

personalities from Geoffrey’s warped 

reality and incorporated them into their own writings. 

In the course of his address, John took his listeners on a journey through 

time, with details drawn from Geoffrey’s misconstructions (myth 

constructions?) and from the works of those who followed him. A few of 

the many stops that John made along the way are detailed below. 

The journey started on a Mediterranean island, where (according to 

Geoffrey) Brutus, great grandson of Aeneas of 

Troy, received a prophesy from the goddess Diana 

that he should sail westward, beyond Gaul, where 

he would find an island in the Ocean called 

Albion. There he and his followers would be able 

to establish a new Troy. Following the Trojan 

invasion around 1108 BC (perhaps?), Albion was 

renamed Britain in honour of Brutus, its first King 

(right). He travelled to the river Thames and there 

founded Troia Nova, or New Troy. After many 
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ages this name became corrupted into Trinovantum, which in turn 

evolved into London – described by William FitzStephen in AD 1173, as 

‘a much older city than Rome’. 

Belinus, referred to as the 29
th

 King of Britain (c 390 BC?) built a 

‘gateway of extraordinary workmanship on the bank of the Thames which 

in these days citizens call Billingsgate after him’. 

The next person of note was Lud, the 77
th

 King of Britain (c 60 BC?), 

who ‘rebuilt the walls of Trinovantum’ and was ‘buried...near to the 

gateway which...is called Porthlud after him’ – Ludgate in Saxon. 

The 85
th

 King of Britain (and first Christian King of Britain) was Lucius 

who, according to Geoffrey, died in AD 156, during the Roman 

occupation. Even these fanciful facts are somewhat undermined by a post 

Great Fire brass plaque in the church of St Peter Upon Cornhill (below),  

which claims that it was founded as a cathedral by Lucius – but not until 

AD 179. 

The 92
nd

 King of Britain was alleged to be Asclepiodotus, who was 

indeed an historical character but, unfortunately, was neither British nor a 

king. There was however a praetorian prefect named Julius 

Asclepiodotus, who in AD 296 led a Roman invasion force to recover the 

province of Britain, where Carausius and Allectus had attempted to 

establish an independent empire. 

Cadwallo was supposedly the 114
th
 and last but one King of Britain (died 

AD 664), and until recently a faded panel outside the church of St Martin 

Within Ludgate proclaimed that ‘King Cadwal built the first church here 

just inside the Lud Gate [here comes King Lud again] some 1300 years 

ago’. Geoffrey maintains that on Cadwallo’s death ‘the Britons embalmed 

his body...placed it in a bronze effigy...on an impressive bronze horse, 

high on London’s western gate...Beneath it they also built a church 

dedicated to St Martin’. 

Although there is no physical evidence that the statue existed, it does get 

mentioned in Roman Sculpture from London and the South East, 

published over 800 years after Geoffrey of Monmouth. 

Earlier evidence of Geoffrey’s influence includes a medieval reference 

linking Brutus to London Stone, which is of course a separate story of 

myth construction. In 1480, William Caxton printed Chronicles of 

England, including the story of Brutus, and by 1528 thirteen other 
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editions by different printers had appeared, all with the chapter heading 

‘Howe Brute buylded London, & called this londe Britayne’. 

When James I came to the throne, he was fêted not just as James I of 

England and James VI of Scotland, but also as the first monarch to rule 

the whole of Britain since the days of Geoffrey of Monmouth’s British 

kings, and was referred to in the 1605 Lord Mayor’s Show pageant as ‘a 

second Brutus’. 

Even the great antiquary William Stukeley was not immune to 

Monmouth’s influence and included in his commonplace book a sketch 

map of ‘Roman London’ which included features from the mythical pre-

Roman Trinovantum. 

The President concluded his address by noting that at least some words of 

wisdom had been spoken on the subject of Geoffrey of Monmouth, and 

quoted John Morris (an author with a rather free approach to sources): ‘no 

word or line of Geoffrey can legitimately be considered in the study of 

any historical problem’.  

In a world of ‘alternative facts’, John Clark’s final message to his 

listeners was that what people believe about history may have much more 

effect and influence than the actual facts. 

Richard Gilpin 
 

**************** 

LAMAS 54
th

 Conference of London Archaeologists, 

Museum of London 18 March 2017 

Compiled by Bruce Watson 

 

The 2017 Ralph Merrifield Award 

The Ralph Merrifield Award was presented jointly to Taryn Nixon, 

former Chief Executive of MOLA (and the new president of LAMAS), 

and to Jay Carver, Lead Archaeologist at Crossrail (see below) 

 

Timber and Taxes: Excavations at the Old Custom House, Sugar 

Quay, City of London 

Sadie Watson, MOLA 

In 1973, this site was excavated before being redeveloped and in 2016 

history repeated itself (see LAMAS Trans 25, 1974 and 26, 1975). The 

earliest waterfront revetment was constructed here on the Thames 

foreshore during the late 1
st
 century AD. In about AD 130 a substantial 

quay was constructed. By the 13
th

 century this area of the quay was 

known as Wool Wharf, and by 1280 a Custom House had been 

constructed here to tax the wool exports.  

 

Excavations at 127-143 Borough High Street, Southwark 

Dougie Killock, PCA 
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Initial Roman activity consisted of revetting a stream channel to improve 

drainage. Seven box-lined wells were later constructed. There was an 

unusually well-preserved sequence of medieval and post-medieval 

buildings, plus the surfaces of the contemporary passageway, latterly 

known as ‘Nag’s Head Alley’.  

 

St Giles: medieval hospital, Tudor mansion and 18
th

/19
th

 century 

rookery 

Sam Pfizenmaier, MOLA 

The Hospital of St Giles was probably founded during 1117-18 as 

London’s first leper hospital. The northern boundary of the hospital 

precinct was delimited by a substantial masonry wall. In 1539 the hospital 

was dissolved and in 1545 its premises apart from the chapel (which was 

retained as a parish church) were granted to John Dudley, Lord Lisle. He 

remodelled the former master’s house, adding three brick-built turrets to 

its façade. By the end of the 18
th
 century the site was occupied by a series 

of slum properties, adjoining the notorious St Giles Rookery.  

 

Long live the Boleyn: Excavations at the former West Ham football 

ground  

Neil Hawkins, PCA 

During the mid-16th century ‘Green Street House’ was constructed in 

East Ham, probably by Richard Breame, a courtier of Henry VIII. It was 

acquired by the Roman Catholic church in 1869 and subsequently used as 

a reformatory school. Despite later alterations the Tudor great hall and 

kitchens survived intact. To the south of the house was a freestanding 

polygonal tower, which by the 19
th
 century was erroneously known as 

‘Boleyn Castle,’ as it was widely believed that 

Anne Boleyn lived here before she married 

Henry VIII. By c. 1904 the grounds to the east 

of the house were occupied by West Ham 

United Football Club’s stadium. Sadly, the 

house and tower became derelict and were 

demolished in 1955, when the stadium was 

enlarged. Until 2016 there was a stylised 

representation of the ‘Boleyn Castle’ on the 

club’s badge (right).  

Following the closure of the stadium in 2016 the site of the Tudor house 

was excavated, and its cellared brick-built foundations were found to be 

well-preserved.  
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Finding London’s First Theatreland: Excavating the Curtain 

Playhouse 

Heather Knight, MOLA 

The Curtain Playhouse in Shoreditch was open by 1577. It was here that 

Shakespeare’s company the Lord Chamberlain’s Men performed between 

1597 and 1599. The Curtain closed in c. 1625, it was subsequently 

demolished and its site lost. The challenge therefore was to locate its 

remains and then determine its plan. Initial fieldwork located truncated 

brick-built foundations, which it was thought were part of a polygonal 

building. Further work confirmed that its plan in fact was rectangular, 

consisting of four ranges grouped around a central external space. The 

eastern range housed the stage. 

   

Afternoon session: The Crossrail Project 

 

Tunnel: The Archaeology of Crossrail 

Jay Carver, Lead Archaeologist, Crossrail  

In addition to the challenge of carrying out an intensive programme of 

archaeological fieldwork to accompany the construction of the new 

railway, it was intended to provide a comprehensive programme of public 

outreach. This included numerous Channel 4 documentaries, temporary 

exhibitions, and several community archaeology digs. Until 3 September 

2017 the exhibition Tunnel: The Archaeology of Crossrail is on at the 

Museum of London Docklands.  

 

A Journey Through Time on the Crossrail South-east London Line 

Graham Spurr, MOLA 

Geoarchaeological fieldwork along the Crossrail corridor in East London 

from Canning Town to Plumstead has provided a transect across the 

Holocene floodplain of the lower Thames. The earliest deposit was the 

floodplain gravels, deposited by a braided river system during the Late 

Glacial period (c. 29,000- c. 9,500 cal BC). With the climatic 

improvement that followed this glaciation these islands were 

intermittently occupied by Mesolithic hunter-gathers. By the late 

Mesolithic a combination of rising sea levels and isostatic recovery was 

progressively flooding the lower areas of the floodplain, which resulted in 

the deposition of sediments known as the ‘lower alluvium’. This phase of 

transgression was interrupted during the Neolithic and early Bronze Age 

by a fall in sea-level, which allowed the development of large areas of 

alder carr and marsh, represented by a build-up of peat deposits. By c. 

1,200 cal BC, rising sea levels were permanently drowning the lower 

reaches of the floodplain. This ongoing transgression has deposited the 

‘upper alluvium.’  
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Stepney Green: Moated Manor-House to City Farm 

Dave Sankey, MOLA 

During the 15
th

 century a substantial moated manor-house was established 

here. Finds from the moat included a wooden bowling ball. In 1830 it 

became a Baptist College. By the late 19
th
 century, after the college had 

relocated, all of the buildings apart from the church and school were 

demolished and replaced by terraced housing, which was badly bombed 

during World War Two. Subsequently, the remaining houses were 

demolished. The vacant site was converted into the Stepney City Farm.  

 

Peeking into the past: A glimpse of the Black Death at West 

Smithfield 

Don Walker, MOLA 

The excavation of a shaft through the Black Death cemetery in 

Charterhouse Square revealed three phases of burials, the earliest of 

which represented fatalities from the1348-49 pandemic and the other two 

from subsequent outbreaks of plague. DNA of Yersinia pestis has been 

extracted from the teeth of number of these individuals. This is the 

bacterium which causes three related epidemic diseases known as 

bubonic, septicaemic and pneumonic plague.   

 

Crosse & Blackwell 1830-1921: A British food manufacturer in 

London 

Nigel Jeffries, MOLA 

Excavations were undertaken in advance of the new Crossrail Tottenham 

Court Road Station on the former premises of the food manufacturer 

Crosse & Blackwell. In the 1870s they decided to demolish their existing 

premises and construct two new buildings. During this redevelopment a 

water cistern was infilled with some 13,000 whole and fragmentary 

examples of unused ceramic and glass vessels intended to contain their 

products, including jams, marmalade, pickles and sauces.  
 

**************** 

Ivor Noël Hume 

The Career of a Transatlantic Archaeologist Remembered 

On 4 February 2017 Ivor Noël Hume passed away at the age of 89. He 

started his career as an archaeologist in 1949 assisting Adrian Oswald, 

who was then Guildhall Museum archaeologist. After Oswald’s departure 

in 1950 Noël took over his post and remained the Guildhall Museum 

archaeologist until 1957. It was during Noël’s London years that his 

lifelong interest in post-medieval archaeology begun. He was the first 

archaeologist working in the City of London to recognise the analytical 

potential of post-medieval finds groups from features like wells and 
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cesspits. This work led to his study of post-medieval wine bottles, which 

resulted in his being invited to Colonial Williamsburg (USA) in 1956 to 

study their collection of bottles. The following year Noël and his first 

wife Audrey (1927-93) moved to Williamsburg, where they spent the 

next thirty years excavating, researching and curating the region’s 

archaeology. Noël produced an excellent account of his time in London 

entitled: ‘Into the jaws of death… walked one’ (Collectanea 

Londiniensia: Studies presented to Ralph Merrifield, LAMAS Spec Pap 

2, 1978, 7-22). A tribute to Noël’s contribution to London’s archaeology 

will appear LAMAS Trans 67. 

 

Wanted: Painted Street Advertisements in Islington 

LAMAS Trans 50 1999 (pp. 153-61), featured an article on painted 

advertisements in the London Borough of Islington. This subject is now 

being researched by Sam Roberts who is seeking to confirm the survival 

of the 51 adverts published by A D Harvey in 1999 and record new  

examples before they are obliterated. See: 

http://www.ghostsigns.co.uk/2017/02/painted-advertisements-in-

islington-part-1.html 

 

New tower makes history at Westminster Abbey 

At a time when many of our historic churches are struggling to keep their 

existing fabric in good order, Westminster Abbey is starting its first major 

construction project for 271 years. On 14
 
December 2016, Prince Charles 

laid the foundation stone of a new neo-gothic tower, situated on the south 

side of the chancel. It will allow visitor access to a new exhibition space 

in the attic, which will be known as the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 

Galleries. New grilles and handrails will allow visitors to step right to the 

edge of the open arches, for dizzying views down to the 13th-century 

Cosmati pavement, and the royal tombs far below. The project is 

expected to cost £23million and be completed in 2018. The last major 

construction project the abbey undertook was the building of its two 

western towers (1734 - c. 1745), which were designed by Nicholas 

Hawksmoor, Surveyor to the Fabric (died 1736) and was completed by 

John James his successor. 

 

Charterhouse medieval monastery opens its doors to the public 

Located in Clerkenwell, EC1, Charterhouse is the only one of central 

London’s monastic houses to survive relatively intact. Now, for the first 

time, it is open to the public on a regular basis.  

Charterhouse started life in 1371 as a Carthusian monastery established 

on the site of a Black Death mass grave. It was suppressed in 1535, after 

its prior and a number of its monks were executed for refusing to accept 

https://webmail.talktalk.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=talktalk.net&u=johnwatson111&url=http://www.ghostsigns.co.uk/2017/02/painted-advertisements-in-islington-part-1.html&urlHash=-1.4043607812020088E-74#_blank
https://webmail.talktalk.co.uk/cp/ps/Mail/ExternalURLProxy?d=talktalk.net&u=johnwatson111&url=http://www.ghostsigns.co.uk/2017/02/painted-advertisements-in-islington-part-1.html&urlHash=-1.4043607812020088E-74#_blank
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Henry VIII’s Act of Supremacy. In 1603 it became a school (which 

relocated to Surrey in 1872) and subsequently it became an almshouse. 

Despite later alterations and being badly damaged during the Blitz, the 

plan of the Great Cloister and entrances into three of the monks’ 

apartments survive (each monk lived like a hermit in separate 

accommodation), plus the inner and outer medieval gatehouses and 

chapel. There is a magnificent Elizabethan Great Hall and Gallery, and it 

is well worth a visit.  

For details ring 020 7253 9503 or view: http//www.thecharterhouse.org. 

 

Funding the Museum of London’s move to West Smithfield 

The plans recently announced by the Museum of London to leave London 

Wall and re-open in new premises at West Smithfield by 2022 (see 

London Archaeologist 2016, vol 14, No 10, p 270 for details) have come 

much closer to reality. In January it was announced that the Greater 

London Authority would offer £70 million and the City of London 

Corporation £110 million towards the cost of the project, which is 

estimated to cost at least £200 million. 

Bruce Watson 
 

**************** 

Iron Age warriors – or archaeologists of the future? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ann de Saulles, one of the leaders of the Central London Young 

Archaeologists’ Club (Central London YAC) has asked the Newsletter to 

print a big thank you to LAMAS for the generous donations given by the 

society to the club over recent years.  

All of the leaders thought that LAMAS members might like to know a 

little more about the club and what the Society’s funding enables it to do, 

so this is the first of what they hope will be a regular Newsletter item. 

Central London YAC was set up by volunteers sixteen years ago and it is 

still going strong. It is affiliated to the National Young Archeologists’ 

Club, which monitors its activities and covers necessities such as 

insurance, the vetting of volunteers and first aid training, as well as 
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providing some practical resources. Everything else, including 

fundraising, is done on a local basis, which means that Central London 

YAC is very grateful for LAMAS’s support.  

The Club’s aim is to provide a stimulating and safe learning environment 

in which London children aged 8-15 years are encouraged to explore and 

develop a lifelong interest in their archaeological and historical heritage. 

Central London YAC runs a programme of ten monthly meetings for its 

members, the focus of which is largely but not exclusively on British 

archaeology.  The format of sessions is frequently a short presentation 

followed by a related craft activity: these are always popular, and usually 

result in members making something that they can take home.   

Central London YAC’s base is at Mortimer Wheeler House but the 

Museum of London is often used, and sometimes there are walks and 

visits to places of archaeological interest in London. An annual favourite 

is a visit to the Thames foreshore.  

In future issues Central London YAC will tell Newsletter readers more 

about what it has been up to but, to give a flavour, last year it focused on 

prehistory. YAC members created an Iron Age landscape which included 

hill forts and houses, made brooches and shields (shown above), and in 

December created embossed cards inspired by La Tène designs. 

Central London YAC is always on the lookout for ideas for sessions and 

craft activities and for volunteers, so if LAMAS members would like to 

contribute in any way, they should please get in touch with Karen 

Thomas at MoLA on 020 7410 2228. 
 

**************** 

Tunnel: The Archaeology of Crossrail 

After decades of discussions inside and outside 

Parliament about the feasibility and affordability 

of a new east to west London Underground line, 

the Crossrail Act was finally passed in 2008. 

Works started in 2009, and the new Elizabeth 

Line is expected to open in late 2018. 

In order to construct the line and its stations, 

Crossrail engineers had to bore new tunnels 

(right, under Canary Wharf) and sink a 

succession of shafts deep into the London clay: it 

is these works that have enabled a team of 

archaeologists, headed by Jay Carver, to unearth tens of thousands of 

objects, including human remains, from sites along the Crossrail route. 

Tunnel: The Archaeology of Crossrail, the new exhibition at the Museum 

of London Docklands curated by the Museum of London’s Jackie Keily 

(well known to members of LAMAS), showcases a selection of the 

archaeological finds while taking visitors on a journey along the route of 
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the Elizabeth Line, linking the finds to the places where the excavations 

were carried out. 

An introductory gallery includes a small statue of St Barbara, the patron 

saint of tunnellers and miners, whose fixed gaze observes visitors as they 

come in – this indoor environment perhaps comes as something of a relief 

for her after months spent underground standing guard over the Crossrail 

workers. 

The main exhibition then opens with the south east branch of the line, 

running from Abbey Wood (where an 8,000 year old Mesolithic flint 

scraper was discovered) to Custom House, reusing the 19
th
 century 

Connaught Tunnel. 

The stretch from Canning Town to Canary Wharf follows, with much 

evidence of 19
th
 century engineering, including finds from the Thames 

Iron Works and Shipbuilding Company, where HMS Warrior was built. 

The north east branch of the new line comes in from Shenfield and runs 

to Pudding Mill Lane: this area was used in medieval times for grazing 

and fishing, but by the 19
th

 century it had been taken over by industry. 

Stepney Green is where the two eastern lines come together, and it was 

here that excavations uncovered the remains of a 15
th

 century moated 

manor house, and it was here that a small wooden Tudor bowling ball 

was discovered – probably the jack in a game of bowls or skittles. A 

humorous Victorian chamber pot 

was found, and this too is on 

display. 

The next section is devoted to 

Roman Liverpool Street and 

Moorgate, including a rare Phillip I 

medallion, seventeen hipposandals 

(temporary iron horseshoes, left), 

fifty human skulls, and the skeleton of a woman who had been 

deliberately decapitated. 

Post-Roman Liverpool Street and Moorgate produced three bone ice 

skates, a mass burial pit in the New 

Churchyard burial ground, and a number of 

objects that had been placed with the deceased. 

In the Charterhouse Square and Farringdon 

section, the exhibition features a recreation of a 

grout shaft similar to the one that was dug in 

Charterhouse Square. This was where twenty 

five skeletons were found, many of them 

testing positive for the plague pathogen. 

In the West End, the remains of the Crosse & 
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Blackwell factory produced tens of thousands of ceramic vessels many of 

which are on display (including the jar, bottom of previous page). 

The final section of Crossrail and its archaeology is from Paddington to 

Old Oak Common, and it was here that bison bone and reindeer antler 

was found, dating to 68-88,000 years BP. Rather more recent artefacts 

relate to Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s Great Western Railway works at 

Westbourne Park and Old Oak Common, and evidence was found that 

showed the change of gauge from broad to standard. 

Tunnel: The Archaeology of Crossrail shows just how much good can 

come from civil engineers and archaeologists understanding each other’s 

objectives and priorities, and working together in spirit of collaboration. 

A template has been created that could be useful when (or if?) the HS2 

railway line is constructed, cutting a unique section through the middle of 

England, its geology and its archaeology. There may be enough 

constructors for HS2, but will there be enough archaeologists? 

Readers will not be surprised to hear that the Museum of London has 

once again excelled. The exhibition interprets the finds in relation to their 

contexts, and succeeds in bringing to life a very varied collection of 

objects from different places and time periods. 

This is an exhibition that, with interactive displays for families, should 

appeal to visitors of all ages. Tunnel: The Archaeology of Crossrail 

opened at the Museum of London Docklands on 10 March, and continues 

to 3 September 2017. 

Richard Gilpin 
 

**************** 

Walking Through London’s Prehistory 

The theme of the LAMAS Local History Conference on 19 November 

2016 was Walking Through London’s History. What many of us may not 

have realised is that it is equally possible to walk through London’s 

prehistory. 

All that we have to do when walking is to look closely – in some cases 

very closely – at the materials from which London’s buildings have been 

constructed. Many have been built in stone that comes from the upper 

part of the Portland Limestone formation, which was laid down around 

150 million years ago. 

Around this time, shallow 

and warm tidal lagoon 

waters, full of nutrients, 

would have been home to a 

wide range of marine 

organisms, and their fossils 

became part of the layers of 

limestone that built up over 
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time. These layers were then rapidly uplifted, and much of the aragonite 

material that made up the shells was leached away. What we can see 

today tends to be in the form of the moulds left behind after leaching, and 

they are therefore somewhat similar to the impression in the Suffolk soil 

left by the Sutton Hoo ship. 

A good place to start a walk through London’s prehistory would be 

Broadcasting House, Langham Place – the home of the BBC – where the 

walls of the new extension are home to a spectacular array of ancient 

fossils (bottom of previous page). These include many examples of the 

Portland Screw (aka Aptyxiella portlandica), a turreted gastropod whose 

surviving internal structures would have interested Archimedes. 

Leaving the BBC and walking south west, the Underground station at  

Green Park is well 

worth examining. The 

stones here are similar 

to those at the BBC, 

with evidence of many 

Portland screws (left).  

What is different here is 

that between courses of 

fossils a stratum of stone artwork has been inserted. This is Sea Strata, by 

John Maine, and was commissioned in 2011 by Art on the Underground. 

The engravings in the stones making up this artwork show a greatly 

exaggerated representation of the stones that surround them, and should 

not be confused with them. 

Heading east, a brief stop in 

Trafalgar Square allows scrutiny 

of the walls of the Sainsbury 

Wing of the National Gallery, 

which contain yet more evidence 

from London’s deep aquatic past. 

Stepping forward briskly into the 

City, the fossils in the walls and 

pillars of the new Stock Exchange 

building in Paternoster Square include the remains of many broken shells 

(above). 

At the west end of 

Cheapside there is a 

Portland stone bench – 

winner of  the 2012 

Architectural Student 

Award – which is made up 

from a number of vertically 
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located stones the faces of which contain the remains of a variety of sea 

shells (bottom of previous page). 

St Paul’s Cathedral is now not far away, and the tired walker will be 

relieved to find that this is the last stop on the walk. Inset into the main 

steps leading up to the west 

entrance there are some 

polished flagstones made 

from red Swedish 

limestone. These are about 

480 million years old, date 

back to the Ordovician 

period, and are 

considerably older than the 

stone from Portland. The 

fossils that they contain are orthocones (elongated conic shells) of ancient 

nautiloid cephalopods (above). 

Readers of the Newsletter who are interested in the prehistoric origins of 

London’s structures are encouraged to put their walking boots on, visit 

the website http://londonpavementgeology.co.uk, and read what the 

stones of London can tell us about the capital’s deep past... 

Richard Gilpin 
 

 
 

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 

Degrees of Freedom and other episodes in an archaeological life, by 

Clive Orton (2017), 203x143mm paperback, 132 pages, 12 illustrations, 

bibliography. 

This book may be seen as Clive’s excavation report on his own 

archaeological life, with chapters covering eight clearly defined strata of 

his career, and with two ‘specialist reports’ on his years on the Novgorod 

project and his editorship of London Archaeologist. 

Moving up from the lower levels, each successive stratum shows his 

increasing interest and involvement in archaeology – the subject that led 

him in many directions and which came to dominate his life. His personal 

and family life does come in, but only where it impinged on his work. 

The book is a fascinating journey through Clive’s experience of the world 

of archaeology in the latter part of the 20
th
 century and the beginning of 

the 21
st
. 

Along the way, readers will encounter Martin Biddle, Ian Hodder, Harvey 

Sheldon (not to mention Highgate Wood), Barry Cunliffe, Gustav Milne, 

Peter Ucko, and many others. All of the dating in Clive’s book – as one 

would expect – is commendably precise. 

 

http://londonpavementgeology.co.uk/
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In his conclusion, Clive modestly states that he sees himself as ‘the right 

person in the right place at the right time’. Fellow archaeologists – such as 

those who in 2008 awarded him the Silver Trowel as Archaeologist of the 

Year – would probably place him more prominently in the history of 

archaeology. 

Copies are available at £6.00 including postage, and purchasers should 

contact Clive at cliveorton@btinternet.com. 

Richard Gilpin 
 

**************** 

30-Second London: the 50 key visions, events and architects that shaped 

the city, each explained in half a minute, edited by Edward Denison 

(2017), published by Ivy Press, 238x188mm hardback, 160 pages, colour 

illustrations throughout, glossaries and index, £14.99. ISBN 978-1-78240-

454-5. 

Described by the publisher as ‘A 

stunningly illustrated whistle-stop tour of 

the 50 key themes that have shaped or left 

their mark on this historic and inimitable 

city’, this book succeeds in condensing a 

vast body of information into digestible 

portions. In order to achieve this, one 

suspects that much prioritising has had to 

be done by the editor and contributors, 

together with many compromises. 

The book’s themes are organised into six 

distinct categories: Birth of the City; 

Building London; Architecture; Arts & 

Culture; Innovation & Learning; and 

Business & Pleasure. A seventh, Enigmatic London, covers subjects that 

could not easily be fitted into any of the previous six chapters. 

The information about each of the fifty key themes is set out in double 

page spreads, with a page of text facing a page of collages of relevant 

images. 

The text comes from a number of well qualified contributors, including 

LAMAS Council member Jane Sidell, of Historic England. It is 

authoritative and well-presented, while the carefully chosen images come 

from sources ranging from Alamy to the Yale Center for British Art. 

30-Second London successfully combines education with entertainment in 

providing a unique insight into the nation’s capital, with a timeline that 

starts with the geology underlying the city and continues upwards to the 

examples of high tech engineering and architecture that are significant 

features of the present day. Along the way, there is much to interest and 

indeed fascinate a wide variety of fortunate readers. 
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This is an excellent book. It is well-designed and printed, and will be 

enjoyed by anyone who is yet to be “tired of London”, to quote that great 

lover of London, Samuel Johnson. 

Richard Gilpin 
 

 

EVENTS AND EXHIBITIONS 
 

The National Maritime Museum 

From 14 July 2017 to 7 January 2018 the National Maritime Museum in Royal 

Greenwich will be presenting a major exhibition Death In The Ice: The Shocking Story 

of Franklin’s Final Expedition. Sir John Franklin, his men, and his two ships, HMS 

Erebus and Terror, were last seen in July 1845 as they sailed away in an attempt to 

discover the North West Passage. In 2014 however the wreck of HMS Erebus was 

found by Parks Canada, followed in 2016 by that of HMS Terror. This exhibition will 

start to answer some of the many questions about what exactly happened to the ships 

and men on their fateful journey. 
 

 

AFFILIATED SOCIETY MEETINGS 
 

Acton History Group 

Lectures are on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall, 

The Mount, admission £2. Contact Secretary David Knights, 30 Highlands Avenue, 

Acton W3 6EU (020 8992 8698); email: info@actonhistory.co.uk; website: 

www.actonhistory.co.uk 
 

14 June 2017 
Annual General Meeting and talk (to be advised) 
 

 

Barking and District Historical Society 

Meetings held at 19.45 at Harp House, 16 Helmore Road (off Goodey Road), Barking, 

and IG11 9PH. Free to members. £1.50 to non-members. Telephone 020 8597 7210. 

email: barkinghistorical@hotmail.com; website: www.barkinghistory.co.uk 
 

8 May 2017 

AGM followed by Working Lives: members share their memories 
 

5 June 2017 

Air war over Essex 1915-1918, Roger Smith 
 

 

Barnes and Mortlake History Society 
Meetings are held on Thursdays at St Mary’s Parish Church, Barnes, at 8pm.  The 

meetings are free for members (£2 for visitors).  For further details please contact the 

Hon. Secretary on 020 8878 3756 or visit us at www.barnes-history.org.uk 
 

21 September 2017 

At Rest in Kew: The Life and Times of Johann Zoffany, Frances Lynton 
 

 

Barnet Museum and Local History Society 

All meetings are held in Church House, Wood Street, Barnet at 3pm on Mondays 

(opposite the Museum). Lectures are free for members (£3 for visitors). Contact 

mailto:barkinghistorical@hotmail.com
http://www.barnes-history.org.uk/
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Barnet Museum, 31 Wood Street, Barnet EN5 4BE (020 8440 8066) or visit: 

www.barnetmuseum.co.uk for more information. 
 

 

Bexley Archaeological Group 

All meetings are held at Bexley and Sidcup Conservative Club, 19 Station Road, 

Sidcup, Kent, DA15 7EB, 8.00pm for 8.15pm start, and excavations are carried out at 

the weekends (Mar-Nov).  For further information contact the Chairman, Mr Martin 

Baker, 24 Valliers Wood Road, Sidcup, Kent DA15 8BG (020 8300 1752); email: 

martinrbaker@btinternet.com; website: www.bag.org.uk 
 

18 May 2017 

Cobham Landscape Detectives: year one, Andrew Mayfield 
 

20 July 2017 

Scadbury Manor, Orpington District Archaeological Society 
 

21 September 2017 

Title to be advised, Joshua Frost 
 

 

Brentford and Chiswick Local History Society 

The society meets at the Chiswick Memorial Club, Afton House, Bourne Place, 

Chiswick W4, starting at 7.30pm, on the 3
rd

 Monday in the month, from September to 

May inclusive. For further information please contact the Hon. Secretary, Stephen 

Hine, 153 Linkfield Road, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 6QN or visit: 

www.brentfordandchiswicklhs.org.uk 
 

 

Bromley Borough Local History Society 

The Society meets once a month from September to July, usually on the first Tuesday 

of the month. Meetings are held at 7.45pm in the Small Hall at the Trinity United 

Reformed Church, on the corner of Freelands Road and Upper Park Road in Bromley. 

The post code is BR1 3AQ. The Society’s website is: www.bblhs.org.uk 
 

2 May 2017 

A Golfer and an Artist: The origins of the Queens Hospital in Sidcup, Dr Adrian 

Thomas  
 

6 June 2017 

Recent Work at Knole House, Nathalie Cohen  
 

4 July 2017 

Mr Guy’s Hospital and the Caribbean, Jane Bowden-Dan  
 

5 September 2017 

Members’ Evening 
 

 

Camden History Society 

The society normally meets at 7.30pm on the 3
rd

 Thursday of each month, except 

August. Venues vary; non-members welcome (£1). For further information please 

contact the Hon. Secretary, Mrs Jane Ramsay (020 7586 4436) or visit: 

www.camdenhistorysociety.org 
 

18 May 2017 

Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre 

http://www.camdenhistorysociety.org/
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The Leper Hospitals of Medieval London, Carole Rawcliffe 
 

15 June 2017 

Burgh House, New End Square 

Alphonse Normandy (1809-1864), chemist and pioneer, Debbie Radcliffe 
 

20 July 2017 

Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre 

Air Camden: a century (and more) of aviation heritage, Lester Hillman 
 

 

Camden New Town History Group 

Camden New Town is north of Camden Town, in the London Borough of Camden. 

Meetings of this group of local residents are generally held on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of 

each month at the Irish Centre in Camden Square. 

email: maillist@camdennewtown.info; website: www.camdennewtown.info 
 

 

Chadwell Heath Historical Society 

Meetings are held at 7.30pm on the 3
rd

 Tuesday of each month from September to 

June. All meetings are held the Baptist Church Hall, High Road, Chadwell Heath, 

RM6 6PP. Enquiries to 020 8590 4659 or 020 8597 7210; 

email: chadwellheathhs@hotmail.com 
 

 

City of London Archaeological Society  

Lectures are normally on the third Friday in every month and take place at St Olave’s 

Hall, Mark Lane, London EC3R 7BB. Doors open 6.30pm for 7pm start, followed by 

light refreshments and an opportunity to socialise.  Non-members are welcome to 

attend lectures but are asked to make a £3 contribution to expenses. For further 

information see www.colas.org.uk; email: mail@colas.org.uk 
 

18 August 2017 

Members Night, short presentations by COLAS members 
 

 

Cuffley Industrial Heritage Society 

The Society meets at Northaw Village Hall, 5 Northaw Road West, Northaw, 

Hertfordshire EN6 4NW, near Potters Bar and Cuffley. Talks start at 8.00pm (doors 

open 7.30pm). Talks are free to members (£3 for visitors). For more information, 

contact Don Munns, 16 Coulter Close, Cuffley, Herts, EN6 4RR (01707 873680); 

email: chairman@cihs.org.uk 
 

09 May 2017 

Topic to be advised 
 

 

Docklands History Group 

The Docklands History Group meets on the first Wednesday of each month, except 

January, at the Museum of London Docklands, West India Quay, Hertsmere Road, 

E14 4AL. Meetings start at 5.30 for 6pm and finish at 8pm. Visitors are welcome (£2). 

For further details see: www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 
 

3 May 2017 
Forgotten Parish of Denton, Christopher Bull 
 

http://www.camdenhistorysociety.org/events/2017/5/18/the-leper-hospitals-of-medieval-london-carole-rawcliffe
http://www.camdenhistorysociety.org/events/2017/2/13/alphonse-normandy-1809-1864-chemist-debbie-radcliffe
http://www.camdennewtown.info/
mailto:chadwellheathhs@hotmail.com
http://www.colas.org.uk/
mailto:mail@colas.org.uk
mailto:chairman@cihs.org.uk
http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/
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13 May 2017 (Saturday) 

DHG Sixth Annual Conference – Thames River Crossings. For details of this all 

day event at the Museum of London Docklands see DHG website 

(www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk). 
 

7 June 2017 

Oars Oars, Sculls Sculls - Constructing the Thames Waterman in the Eighteenth 

Century, Hannah Melissa Stockton 
 

5 July 2017: 

AGM followed by The ‘Hempen Jig’ – The story of Execution Dock, Wapping, 

Chris Ellmers 
 

6 September 2017 

An Archivist’s Eye View of Morden College, Elizabeth Wiggans 
 

 

East London History Society 

All meetings are held at Latimer Congregational Church Hall, Ernest Street, E1 unless 

otherwise stated. Ernest Street is between Harford Street and White Horse Lane, off 

Mile End Road (opposite Queen Mary and Westfield College). Meetings start at 

7:30pm. The nearest underground stations are Mile End and Stepney Green. Buses: 

25, 205, 339 to Queen Mary College and D6, D7, 277, 323, 339, 425 to Mile End 

Station. 
 

25 May 2017 

The Life and Death of a Burial Ground: Archaeological Investigations of the 

New Churchyard, Bethlem (South west of Liverpool Street Station), Robert Hartle 
 

 

East Surrey Family History Society 

The Croydon branch of the Society meets on the 3rd Tuesday of month, except April, 

August and December, in the small hall of the East Croydon United Reformed Church, 

Addiscombe Grove, Croydon, CR0 5LP. Meetings start at 8.00pm. 
 

16 May 2017 

Edwardian London, Ian Bevan 
 

20 June 2017 

Croydon Minster, David Morgan 
 

18 July 2017 

Kenley Airfield Revival Project, Amy Todd 
 

The Richmond branch meets on the 2nd Saturday of alternate months in Vestry 

House, 21 Paradise Road, Richmond-upon-Thames, TW9 1SA. Meetings start at 

2.30pm. 
 

13 May 2017 

Members Meeting 

Where are your roots? Bring along a map, old or modern 
  

8 July 2017 

The Aircraft Industry in Richmond, Ham & Kingston, David Hassard 
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The Southwark branch meets on the 2nd Monday of alternate months at 12 noon 

(except December, no meeting) Doors open 11.30am Southwark Local History 

Library, 211 Borough High Street, SE1 1JA 
 

The Sutton branch meets on the 1st Thursday of each month at St. Nicholas’s Church 

Hall, Robin Hood Lane, Sutton, SM1 2RG. Meetings start at 8.00pm. 
 

4 May 2017 

Genealogy in Early British Censuses 1086-1841, Dr Colin Chapman 
 

1 June 2017    

Online Resources for Profession and Occupations, Peter Christian 
  

6 July 2017 

Nonconformist Ancestors, Alan Ruston 
 

7 September 2017 

Treasures of SOG, Sue Gibbons 
 

 

Edmonton Hundred Historical Society 

Talks are free to members (£1 for visitors), and are held at Jubilee Hall, 2 Parsonage 

Lane, Enfield; at the All Saints Church Hall, Church Street, Edmonton N9 and at 

Bruce Castle, Lordship Lane, Tottenham N17. Further details from Enfield Local 

Studies Centre & Archive, Thomas Hardy House, 39 London Road, Enfield EN2 6DS 

(020 8379 2839); email: info@edmontonhundred.org.uk;  website: 

http://n21.net/edmonton-hundred-historical-society.html 
 

17 May 2017, 7.45 for 8.00pm, Jubilee Hall 

A Child’s War: growing up in WW2, Mike Brown 
 

28 June 2017, 7.00 for 7.30pm, Bruce Castle 

Joint Meeting with FoBC 

Subject to be confirmed 
 

7 July 2017, 7.45 for 8.00pm, Jubilee Hall 

Joint Meeting with EAS 

Archaeology up at the Mill (Digs at Upminster Windmill 2016), Les Capon 
 

 

The Eltham Society 

Public talks cost £2 to non-members but are free to members, unless stated otherwise. 

Admittance is only allowed if there is room in the hall. All local public walks are free 

(entrance fees have to be paid though). The non-public events are only open to Eltham 

Society members. Contact: Monica Horner. 

email: contact@theelthamsociety.org.uk; website: www.theelthamsociety.org.uk 
 

 

Enfield Archaeological Society 

Meetings are held at the Jubilee Hall, junction of Chase Side and Parsonage Lane, 

Enfield, starting at 8.00pm (doors open at 7.30pm). Visitors: £1 per person. For further 

information please contact Ms Val Mundy, 88 Gordon Hill, Enfield, EN2 0QS. Email 

valmunday@hotmail.com, www.enfarchsoc.org 
 

 

 

 

http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/suttonmap.htm
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/suttonmap.htm
mailto:info@edmontonhundred.org.uk
mailto:contact@theelthamsociety.org.uk
http://www.theelthamsociety.org.uk/
http://www.enfarchsoc.org/
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Friends of Bruce Castle Museum and Park 

Evening talks are last Wednesday of the month, 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Munch and 

Listen talks are on the 4
th

 Monday of the month, 12.00pm for 12.15pm start. Talks are 

free and open to all (tea/coffee is available for a small charge). All meetings are held at 

Bruce Castle Museum, Lordship Lane, Tottenham, N17 8NU. Details of the 

programme are available from www.haringey.gov.uk/brucecastlemuseum or the FoBC 

Secretary at Bruce Castle Museum (020 8808 8772). Car park on site. 
 

 

Friends of Hackney Archives 

Meetings, talks and walks are arranged from time to time. For information about the 

activities of Friends of Hackney Archives, email: archives@hackney.gov.uk; Friends’ 

website, listing events etc: www.hackneyhistory.org; telephone: 020 7241 2886. 
 

 

Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery 

For information about the activities of Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery, email: 

fokgc@hotmail.com; website: www.kensalgreen.co.uk. 

The Friends of Kensal Green offer a two-hour introductory tour of the cemetery every 

Sunday from the beginning of March to the end of October, and the first and third 

Sunday only in November, December, January and February. Tours begin at 14:00 

from the Anglican Chapel in the centre of the grounds, and finish around two hours 

later with tea and biscuits at the Dissenters’ Chapel, adjacent to Ladbroke Grove. 

There is no need to book regular Sunday tours, except for groups of more than ten. A 

suggested donation of £7 per person (concessions £5) helps the Friends to restore 

monuments, study the cemetery and attract visitors to Kensal Green. 
 

 

Friern Barnet and District Local History Society 

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month (no meetings in July and 

August) at The North Middlesex Golf Club, The Manor House, Friern Barnet Lane, 

Whetstone N20 0NL, starting at 7.45pm for 8.00pm. Non-members are welcome (£2). 

Refreshments are available. Email: friern-barnethistory@hotmail.co.uk; website: 

www.friern-barnethistory.org.uk. For further details contact David Berguer on 020 

8368 8314. 
 

24 May 2017 

AGM and Holidays by Rail, David Berguer 
 

21 June 2017 

The Shelter of the Tubes During the Blitz, Alan Williams 
 

 

Fulham & Hammersmith Historical Society 

There is usually a talk or a visit once a month. Visits are made to places of historic 

interest both within and outside the borough at varying times. For information about 

the activities of Fulham and Hammersmith Historical Society, visit the Society’s 

website: https://fhhs.wordpress.com/ 
 

 

Harefield History Society  
Meetings are held at the Park Lane Village Centre, Park Lane, Harefield UB9 6BJ at 

8.00pm on the fourth Monday of the month from September to May. Village History 

mailto:archives@hackney.gov.uk
mailto:fokgc@hotmail.com
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_tours.html
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_location.html
mailto:friern-barnethistory@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.friern-barnethistory.org.uk/
https://fhhs.wordpress.com/
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Days, outings and other events are also arranged. Website: 

http://harefieldhistorysociety.webplus.net 
 

17 June 2017, 10.00am-4.00pm 

Harefield Village History Day 

"Harefield's Canal" - display at the library plus other events  
 

29 July 2017, 9.00am-6:30pm 

Coach Outing to Althorp House & Great Brington Church 

Fee £27.00. Booking essential: visit website 
 

 

Hayes and Harlington Local History Society 

Most meetings are held at Botwell Green Library, Leisure Centre, East Avenue, Hayes 

UB3 3HW at 7.30pm. The library closes to the public at 7pm and you are advised to 

arrive by 7.25pm for admittance and guidance to the first floor meeting room. Non-

members are welcome. Further information from Mr Robin Brown, 107 Wentworth 

Crescent, Hayes, Middlesex UB3 1NP (020 8848 7959); 

email: hayescanal@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

Hendon & District Archaeological Society 

Lectures are held on Tuesdays at 8.00pm at Stephens House & Gardens (formerly 

Avenue House), 17 East End Road, Finchley N3 3QE. Buses 82, 125, 143, 326 & 460 

pass close by, and it is five to ten minutes’ walk from Finchley Central Station 

(Northern Line).  Non-members welcome (£1.00). Tea/coffee and biscuits follow the 

talk. For further information, see the website: www.hadas.org.uk 
 

9 May 2017 

The Cheapside Hoard, Hazel Forsyth 
 

13 June 2017 

Annual General Meeting 
 

10 October 2017 

The Curtain Playhouse Excavations, Heather Knight 
 

14 November 2017 

The Battle of Barnet Project, Sam Wilson 
  

 

Hornsey Historical Society 

Lecture meetings are held on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of every month at the Union Church 

Hall, corner of Ferme Park Road and Weston Park, starting at 8.00pm. A donation of 

£2.00 is requested from non-members. Refreshments are available from 7:40 pm. The 

doors close at 8:00 pm and latecomers are not admitted. For further information please 

ring The Old Schoolhouse (020 8348 8429); write to the Society at 136 Tottenham 

Lane N8 7EL; website: www.hornseyhistorical.org.uk 
 

10 May 2017 

Aeronautical Happenings in London's Lea Valley, Dr Jim Lewis 
  

14 June 2017 

The Customs and Traditions of the City of London, Mark Lewis 
  

 

mailto:hayescanal@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.hornseyhistorical.org.uk/
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12 July 2017 

AGM and Social Evening 
 

 

Hounslow & District History Society 

Meetings are held on Tuesdays at the United Reformed Church Hall, Chapel Road, 

Hounslow, TW3 1UL, starting at 7.45pm, non-members £2.00. For further details 

contact Andrea Cameron (020 8570 4264) or Liz Mammatt (020 3302 4036). 

Website: www.hounslowhistory.org.uk 
 

 

Islington Archaeology & History Society 

Meetings are held on Wednesdays at 7.30pm at Islington Town Hall, Upper Street N1. 

A donation of £1 is requested from non-members. Enquiries: 020 7833 1541; website: 

www.islingtonhistory.org.uk 
 

17 May 2017  

‘The sky was lurid with flame’ – Germany's First World War bomber offensive 

against London, Ian Castle 
 

21 June 2017, 7.00pm 

Annual General Meeting followed by Five Hundred Years of Richard 

Cloudesley’s Charity 
 

 

Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit 

Crofton Roman Villa, Orpington, BR6 8AF. Telephone: 01689 860939. Email: 

crofton.roman.villa@gmail.com. Website: www.the-cka.fsnet.co.uk 
 

Crofton Roman Villa, Crofton Road, Orpington, BR6 8AF 

Sunday 16 July 2017, sessions at 10.30am and 2.30pm 
Visitors can discover the secrets of the Villa house with a guided talk and Roman 

artefacts. They can complete a family villa quiz – with a free badge and certificate for 

children and a free Kent Excavations book for the adults! Children to be 

accompanied. Normal admission charges apply. 
 

Crofton Roman Villa, Crofton Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8AF 

Every Wednesday in August 2017, sessions at 10.30am and 2.00pm 
Visitors up to 11 years old can find out all about Roman food and feasts. They can 

make a Roman “sweet” and their very own Roman feast menu card to take home. 

Children to be accompanied. Entry £4.00 per child, adult carer free.  
 

Crofton Roman Villa, Crofton Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 8AF 

Every Friday in August 2017, sessions at 10.30am and 2.00pm 

Visitors up to 11 years old can discover the secrets of having a bath in Roman times, 

do a quiz, make a game and colour in a Roman bathtime picture. Children to be 

accompanied. Entry £4.00 per child, adult carer free. 
 

 

Lewisham Local History Society 

Meetings are held on Fridays at the Methodist Church Hall, Albion Way SE13 6BT, 

starting at 7:45pm unless otherwise stated. Visitors welcomed, donation of £1 invited. 

For further information please contact Gordon Dennington, 62 Park Hill Road, 

Bromley BR2 0LF; email: Gordondennington@hotmail.com; website:  

www.lewishamhistory.org.uk 
 

http://www.hounslowhistory.org.uk/
http://www.islingtonhistory.org.uk/
mailto:crofton.roman.villa@gmail.com
http://www.the-cka.fsnet.co.uk/
http://www.lewishamhistory.org.uk/
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27 May 2017  

A better class than they look: the Crofton Park Story, Carol Harris 
 

30 June 2017  

Gaseous Goings On, Mary Mills 
 

28 July 2017  

Sydenham Hill – the late 19th Century, Ian McInnes 
 

 

Leyton and Leytonstone Historical Society 

Meetings are held at 7.45pm at Leyton Sixth Form College, Essex Road, Leyton E10 

6EQ, at St Mary’s Parish Hall, Lindley Road, Leyton E10 6QT, and at St John’s 

Church Hall, E11 1HH, corner of Leytonstone High Road and Church Lane. Talks are 

free for members, £2.00 contribution to costs requested from visitors.  For further 

details please contact Mrs Maureen Measure, Secretary, L&LHS (020 8558 5491); by 

post at 90 Richmond Road, Leytonstone E11 4BU; email: measure@btinternet.com; 

website: www.leytonhistorysociety.org.uk 
 

17 May 2017, St John’s Church Hall 

AGM followed by ‘A Capital Ground’, sport on Wanstead Flats, Mark Gorman 

and Peter Williams 
 

 

London Natural History Society 

Indoor meetings usually consist of talks, slide shows or discussions. Most indoor 

meetings are held at Camley Street Natural Park, Camley Street, London NW1 0PW. 

Visitors are welcome. A charge may be made on the door. For further information 

please visit website: www.lnhs.org.uk 
 

 

Merton Historical Society 

Meetings are held monthly from October until April, at 2.30pm on Saturday 

afternoons at Christ Church Hall, Colliers Wood. For further information please 

contact the Honorary Secretary, Mrs Rosemary Turner, 27 Burley Close, London 

SW16 4QQ; email: mhs@mertonhistoricalsociety.org.uk; website: 

www.mertonhistoricalsociety.org.uk. Walks and visits are held during the summer. 
 

8 June 2017 

Walk along the Wandle with Mick Taylor 
 

6 July 2017 

Visit to Museum of London Archives 

Fee £15: book with Bea Oliver on 020 8330 2002 
 

10 August 2017 

Tour of the Charterhouse 

Fee £15: book with Bea Oliver on 020 8330 2002 
 

14 September 2017 

Visit to Wyvern Bindery 
 

 

The Norwood Society 

Local history talks are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm at the Upper 

Norwood Library, Westow Hill SE19 1TJ. Entry is free, but a donation towards the 

mailto:measure@btinternet.com
http://www.mertonhistoricalsociety.org.uk/
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cost of tea and homemade cakes would be much appreciated. For enquiries please 

contact Alun & Barbara Thomas (07784 941014); history@norwoodsociety.co.uk; 

 website: www.norwoodsociety.co.uk 
 

18 May 2017 

Lambeth's Lost Buildings, Edmund Bird 
 

15 June 2017 

Shopping at Upper Norwood in Edwardian Splendour, Alun Thomas 
 

 

Orpington & District Archaeological Society 

Meetings are held in Christ Church (United Reformed), Tudor Way, Petts Wood, BR5 

1LH, on the first Wednesday of each month (except August and January) from 

8.00pm.  Non-members are welcome to attend, space permitting. For further 

information please contact Michael Meekums or Janet Clayton (020 8302 1572); 

website: www.odas.org.uk 
 

7 June 2017 

 “Well I Never Knew That” – Darent: The History and Stories of a River and Its 

Communities, Rod Shelton 
 

5 July 2017 

Hall Place in WW2, Kirsty Macklen 
 

6 September 2017 

Secret Chislehurst, Joanna Friel 
 

 

Pinner Local History Society 

All meetings start at 8.00pm. Main meetings take place in the Village Hall, Pinner. 

Visitors are welcome for a donation of £3.  For further information please contact Mrs 

Sheila Cole, 40 Cambridge Road, North Harrow, Middlesex HA2 7LD (020 8866 

3972); website: www.pinnerlhs.org.uk 
 

4 May 2017 

AGM followed by West House and the Heath Robinson Museum, Cynthia Wells 

 

 

Potters Bar and District Historical Society 
Meetings are held in the 60 Plus Room, Wyllyotts Centre, Potters Bar, Herts, starting 

at 8.00pm prompt.  Visitors are welcome (admission £1).  For further details please 

visit the website: http://www.pottersbarhistory.uk 
 

18 May 2017 

The Real Dad's Army: The Home Guard, Mike Brown 
 

 

Richmond Archaeological Society 

All lectures take place on the 2nd Friday of every month at the Vestry Rooms, 

Paradise Road, Richmond, Surrey at 8:00pm, and are free to members. Non-members 

are welcome to attend by giving a donation. For further information please visit the 

website: www.richmondarchaeology.org.uk 
 

12 May 2017 

Prehistoric rock art in Scandinavia: ships, sun and sea, Dr Courtney Nimura 
 

mailto:history@norwoodsociety.co.uk
http://www.odas.org.uk/
http://www.pinnerlhs.org.uk/
http://www.richmondarchaeology.org.uk/
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10 June 2017 

Summer Outing: Visit to Weald and Downs Museum 
 

 

Richmond Local History Society 

All meetings are held at Duke Street Church, Richmond, TW9 1DH at 8.00pm (coffee 

from 7.30pm). Visitors: £2.  Further information from the Secretary, Elizabeth Velluet 

(020 8891 3825); email: rich.hist@yahoo.co.uk; website: 

www.richmondhistory.org.uk 
 

15 May 2017 

AGM followed by The Museum of Richmond's exhibition: The History of Old 

Palace Lane, Derek Robinson 
 

 

Rotherhithe and Bermondsey Local History Society 

Unless otherwise stated, meetings take place at the Time and Talents Settlement, The 

Old Mortuary, St Marychurch Street, Rotherhithe, SE16 4JD, and begin at 7.15pm. 

Non-members welcome for a donation of £2. For more information please visit 

www.rbhistory.org.uk 
 

31 May 2017 

To be confirmed  
 

28 June 2017 

King Stairs Gardens Tour, Patrick Kingwell 
 

26 July 2017 

A Summer Stroll Through Wartime Southwark, Neil Bright 
 

 

Ruislip, Northwood and Eastcote Local History Society 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of the month from September to April, at 

8.15pm in St Martin’s Church Hall, High Street, Ruislip. Visitors are welcome (£2 

admission charge).  For further information, please contact the Society’s Programme 

Secretary on 01895 673299. 
 

 

Southgate District Civic Trust 

The Trust covers Southgate, New Southgate, Cockfosters, Palmers Green, Winchmore 

Hill and Hadley Wood. Open Meetings are held twice a year at the Walker Hall, 

Waterfall Road, Southgate, and Local History meetings are held five times a year at 

the Friends Meeting House, Church Hill, Winchmore Hill. Non-members are 

welcome. For further information, contact Colin Barratt (020 8882 2246); email 

info@southgatedistrictcivictrust.co.uk or visit www.southgatedistrictcivictrust.org.uk 
 

 

Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological Society 

Lectures are held monthly on the second Tuesday at 7.30pm at the Housing 

Cooperative, 106 The Cut SE1, (direct entrance from the raised walkway), almost 

opposite the Old Vic. Coffee or tea and biscuits are available from 7.00 pm. Visitors 

are welcome but are asked to contribute £1 towards expenses. For further details 

please contact Richard Buchanan, 79 Ashridge Crescent, Shooter’s Hill, London SE18 

3EA; email: RichardJBuchanan@aol.com. For enquiries please call 020 8764 8314. 
 

 

http://www.richmondhistory.org.uk/
http://www.richmondhistory.org.uk/wordpress/events/monday-15-may-2017/
http://www.richmondhistory.org.uk/wordpress/events/monday-15-may-2017/
http://www.rbhistory.org.uk/
http://www.southgatedistrictcivictrust.org.uk/
mailto:RichardJBuchanan@aol.com
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9 May 2017 

To be confirmed 
 

13 June 2017 

Annual Walk: The St John’s Estate in Deptford, Leonard Reilly 
 

1 July 2017 

Annual Coach Tour 
Itinerary and cost to be confirmed 
 

 

Spelthorne Archaeology and Local History Group 

Unless otherwise stated, all meetings take place at the Methodist Church, Thames 

Street, Staines, and begin at 8.00pm.  Members free, non members welcome (£2 

please).  For further details please contact Nick Pollard (01932 564585); email: 

npollard@spelthornemuseum.org.uk; website: www.spelthornemuseum.org.uk 
 

 

Stanmore & Harrow Historical Society 

Meetings are held at the Wealdstone Baptist Church, High Road, Wealdstone, at 

8.00pm on Wednesdays, excluding July and August (visitors welcome at a charge of 

£1). For further information please contact The Secretary, info@Stanmore-Harrow-

Historical.org.uk; www.stanmore-harrow-historical.org.uk 
 

3 May 2017 

Annual General Meeting 
 

7 June, 2017 

Henry Fielding, Colin Oakes 
 

 

Borough of Twickenham Local History Society 

Lectures are held at St Mary’s Church Hall, Church Street, Twickenham, at 8.00pm on 

the first Monday of each month from October to May. Guests are welcome (£2.50). 

For further information please visit our website: www.botlhs.co.uk 
 

8 May 2017 
Annual General Meeting followed by An Interesting Postbag, Paul Leonard 
 

 

Uxbridge Local History and Archives Society 

All meetings take place at Christ Church, Redford Way (off Belmont Road), 

Uxbridge, starting at 7.30pm.  For further information please contact Mr K.R. Pearce, 

29 Norton Road, Uxbridge UB8 2PT; website: www.eddiethecomputer.co.uk/history 
 

15 May 2017 

Annual General Meeting and Social evening 
 

 

Walthamstow Historical Society 

Talks take place in the Large Hall in the Family Centre, St Gabriel's Church, Havant 

Road, Walthamstow E17 3JF (just off Wood Street.). For General enquires please 

write to 55 Highfield Gardens, Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 3DB; email: 

whsenquiries@gmail.com; website: www.walthamstowhistoricalsociety.org.uk 
 

 

 

http://www.spelthornemuseum.org.uk/
http://www.stanmore-harrow-historical.org.uk/
http://www.eddiethecomputer.co.uk/history
mailto:whsenquiries@gmail.com
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Wandsworth Historical Society 

Meetings held at the Friends’ Meeting House, Wandsworth High Street (opposite 

Town Hall) on the last Friday of the month at 8.00pm until 9.15pm (followed by tea 

and biscuits). For more information, visit the website: www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk 
 

26 May 2017 

Enderby’s Wharf and the Trans-Atlantic Telegraph, Richard Buchanan 
 

30 June 2017 

Annual General Meeting followed by a local history talk 
 

28 July 2017 

An archaeological talk, to be confirmed 
 

 

West Drayton & District Local History Society 

Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month from September until May 

(excluding December) in St Martin’s Church Hall, Church Road, West Drayton, 

starting at 7.30pm.  For further information please contact Cyril Wroth (Programme 

Secretary), 15 Brooklyn Way, West Drayton UB7 7PD (01895 854597) or website: 

http://westdraytonlocalhistory.com 
 

30 May 2017 

London Boroughs at 50, Tony Travers 
 

27 June 2017 

Summer Social 

 

 

Willesden Local History Society 

The Society meets on Wednesdays from September to June at 7.30pm in St Mary's 

Parish Centre, which is in Neasden Lane adjacent to the churchyard. For further 

information please contact the Secretary, Margaret Pratt, 51 West Ella Road, London 

NW10 9PT (020 8965 7230); website: www.willesden-local-history.co.uk 
 

17 May 2017 

‘Retail Reminiscences’ – Members’ Evening 
 

21 June 2017 

Annual General Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The LAMAS Newsletter is printed by Catford Print Centre, 3 Bellingham Road, Catford, 

London SE6 4PY (telephone 020 8695 0101; 020 8695 0566)

http://westdraytonlocalhistory.com/
http://www.willesden-local-history.co.uk/
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London and Middlesex Archaeological Society 

Museum of London, 150 London Wall, London EC2Y 5HN 

Telephone: 020 7410 2228 Fax: 0870 444 3853 
 

 

President 
Taryn Nixon 

tn@tarynnixon.uk 

 

Chair of Council 
Harvey Sheldon (07821 646059) 

harveylsheldon@gmail.com 

112 Oglander Road 

London,, SE15 4DB 

 

Honorary Secretary and 

Honorary Publications Assistant 

Karen Thomas (020 7410 2228) 

kthomas@mola.org.uk 

c/o Museum of London Archaeology 

46 Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7ED 

 

Honorary Subscriptions and 

Membership Secretary 

Patricia Clarke (020 8866 1677) 

pat.a.clarke@btinternet.com 

22 Malpas Drive, Pinner 

Middlesex HA5 1DQ 

 

Honorary Director of Lecture Meetings 
Kathryn Stubbs (020 7332 1447) 

kathryn.stubbs@cityoflondon.gov.uk 

Honorary Treasurer 
Malcolm Mac Lellan 

lamas.treasury@gmail.com 

Flat B, 19 Hornsey Rise Gardens 

London N19 3PP 

 

Honorary Librarian 

Sally Brooks (020 7814 5588) 

sbrooks@museumoflondon.org.uk 

Museum of London 

150 London Wall 

London EC2Y 5HN 

 

Honorary Publicity Officer 

Florence Laino (07708588577) 

marketing@lamas.org.uk 

65 Speer Road, 

Thames Ditton, KT7 0PJ 

 

Production Editor, Transactions 

Wendy Sherlock (01904 430680) 

stephen.sherlock@ntlworld.com 

 Elm Lea 

Malton Road, York 

YO31 9LT 

Archaeological Research Committee 

Secretary 

Jon Cotton (020 8549 3167) 

joncotton56@gmail.com 

58 Grove Lane, Kingston upon Thames  

KT1 2SR 

 

Greater London Local History 

Committee Chair 

Position currently vacant 

 

Historic Buildings and Conservation 

Committee Acting Chair 

Christopher Oliver 

 olivers.of_ham@virgin.net 

 

Publications Committee Chair 

and Reviews Editor, Transactions 

John Schofield (020 8741 3573) 

john@jschd.demon.co.uk 

2 Carthew Villas, London W6 0BS 

Honorary Editor, Newsletter 

Richard Gilpin (020 3774 6726) 

rhbg.lamas@gmail.com 

84 Lock Chase 

London SE3 9HA 
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