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REVIEWS

A Passion for the Past. By Ivor Noël Hume. 
University of Virginia Press, 2010. Pp xvii + 
351, 42 pls. ISBN 978 0 8139 2977 4. Price: 
£26.95 hb.

Ivor Noël Hume’s autobiography gives the 
fascinating background to how part of the 
archaeological investigation in the City of 
London began immediately after World War 
2, and shows how subsequently he set up 
the archaeological department at Colonial 
Williamsburg in the USA. Written with hum-
our and modesty, the story reveals a man with 
many talents, as an author, actor, playwright 
and pioneer archaeologist.

The first third of the book charts his child-
hood from his birth in 1927, and his youthful 
passion for acting. Archaeology then held no 
interest, even when his Scout troop went to see 
the Sutton Hoo Anglo-Saxon ship excavation 
in 1939, which ‘made little impression’ on 
him. 

The second third of the book describes 
his London adventures. When, in 1949, he 
found himself out of work, he looked for 
historical treasures on the bed of the River 
Thames at low tide, and took them to the 
Guildhall Museum in the City of London. 
There he met its keeper, Adrian Oswald. 
‘This would prove to be one of my life’s most 
felicitous encounters’, for it led to his career 
in archaeology.

Noël describes the cramped conditions of 
the Guildhall Museum then situated in Guild-
hall, and tells us about its former keeper, 
Quentin Waddington, about whom little is 
otherwise known. Also he describes the tense 
relationship between the Guildhall and the 
London Museums because the latter had been 
purchasing archaeological finds collected by 
G F Lawrence from City building sites.

Oswald also visited City building sites to 

record Roman and later remains, but had a 
particular interest in the new Bankside Power 
Station site over the river in Southwark. It 
was there in 1949 that he introduced Noël, 
then a volunteer helper, to the basics of 
stratigraphy and archaeological recording. 
Noël was a willing student, and soon pre-
pared an illustrated report on the site for the 
museum archives. As he proudly says, ‘the 
report stands as the first relatively detailed 
record of a post-medieval site to enter the 
City’s archives’. Noël also helped Oswald to 
investigate the site of 11 Ironmonger Lane in 
the City where they found a Roman mosaic, 
which is still preserved in its basement. 
Noël’s natural talent for archaeology led 
Oswald, later that year, to offer him a job as 
his assistant at the Guildhall Museum. But 
fate quickly intervened as Oswald caught 
pneumonia and retired from the City, leaving 
Noël, aged only 22, with sole responsibility 
for investigating City sites on behalf of the 
museum.

By now the Roman and Medieval London 
Excavation Committee (RMLEC) had been 
formed, led by William F Grimes, Keeper of 
the London Museum. In 1949 Grimes had 
dug a trench on a site in St Swithen’s Lane, 
but found it disturbed. Then the developers 
moved in and swept away the overburden, 
and Noël was surprised to find the walls and 
tessellated floors of a substantial Roman 
building. But all was not well, and in Dec-
ember the Guildhall Librarian and Curator, 
Raymond Smith, summoned Noël to his office 
and told him that the Guildhall Museum 
was in danger of closing and its collections 
being transferred to the London Museum. It 
was up to Noël to ensure that that did not 
happen and to ‘court the press’ with reports 
of new discoveries to show that the museum 
was important. 
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Noël soon discovered that this was ‘cut-
ting my own throat’, for in the wings the 
RMLEC also needed publicity to encourage 
donations. Smith had set the Guildhall 
Museum and RMLEC on a collision course, 
‘knowing that if a sacrificial goat should be 
needed, I would wear the horns’. Oswald, 
now at Birmingham Museum, warned Noël 
that Grimes ‘is out to clip your wings if he 
can, says you’re a menace’. By 1950 Noël had 
enlisted a few volunteers, the ‘Irregulars’, but 
he had no money to buy tools. There was an 
old bellows camera, but no light meter, tripod 
or even cash to develop and print the film. 
A kindly volunteer processed and printed it 
as best he could in his bathroom. With the 
spectre of Grimes’s disapproval hanging over 
him, Noël set out to record his finds, then 
put on an exhibition in the museum, and he 
wrote a small popular booklet Discoveries in 
the Walbrook 1949—50. The Guildhall Museum 
was not closed, but instead in 1950 was 
strengthened with experienced new staff.

Ralph Merrifield, then 37, arrived and 
soon became a ‘wise councillor’ to Noël. 
Then Norman Cook took charge as Keeper. 
Soon tensions began to develop between 
Noël and Cook, particularly after Noël 
had found a girl’s leather bikini trunks in 
a Roman well and Cook had taken it, part-
ly conserved, to the television quiz show 
Animal, Vegetable or Mineral? The result was 
that the leather was damaged. Noël’s dec-
ision, not to report new discoveries until 
they were stabilised, subsequently backfired 
when he delayed reporting the finding of a 
hoard of late Roman coins in Lime Street. 
Cook was outraged. In 1954 the Guildhall 
Museum moved to the Royal Exchange, but 
Noël’s office remained in Guildhall. This was 
just before Grimes discovered the Roman 
Temple of Mithras in Walbrook Street. Noël’s 
job, when the site development began, was to 
rescue Roman objects from the waterlogged 
Walbrook stream deposits, and as he did so 
he also recorded the course of the embanked 
stream and the position of a major Roman 
road. The fate of the Temple of Mithras is 
a sorry story that is relevant today when it is 
considered to have an archaeological value. 
This value is doubtful, as Noël relates that 
when it was demolished in 1954, the piles of 
stone were carted away to a nearby bombed 
site and roughly built to simulate the temple, 

with excess rubble dumped on top. Years 
later, the rubble was again moved and rebuilt 
with little care on a forecourt beside Queen 
Victoria Street. 

By 1956 Bill Rector had joined the staff 
as the museum conservator, and it was he 
who helped Noël record what was Noël’s 
greatest discovery, the Roman public baths 
in Cheapside, as it was being torn apart by 
draglines on a highly dangerous building 
site.

The third part of the book is concerned 
with his later career in the USA. In 1955 
plans were afoot to enlarge the restoration 
of the 18th-century town of Williamsburg, 
Virginia. The organiser’s knew of Noël’s 
interest in post-medieval archaeology, so 
he and his wife Audrey were invited to visit 
Williamsburg for three months in 1956. He 
found that archaeology was mainly limited 
to digging very narrow trenches to find 
walls and foundations, and precluded the 
investigation of stratigraphy or the recovery 
of artefacts from meaningful contexts.

When he agreed in 1957 to take the job 
of running the archaeological programme 
he was determined to bring ‘Williamsburg’s 
archaeology out of the Dark Ages into the 
light of Stratification’. His department was 
‘to teach our superiors that the earth of 
Williamsburg was a book whose pages were 
waiting to be turned – and read’.

Over the next 35 years he was successful, 
as detailed investigations were followed by 
publications and exhibitions. He soon be-
came involved with important nearby sites 
such as Jamestown, Wolstenholme, Roanoke 
Island and Martin’s Hundred, as well as with 
sites abroad such as Port Royal, Jamaica, and 
even in Bermuda where he dived on the 
ship Sea Venture that was wrecked in 1609 
whilst carrying early settlers to America. 
His pioneer work on post-medieval sites 
and objects meant that he was also involved 
in establishing the Society for Historical 
Archaeology in the USA, and in founding the 
UK’s Society for Post-Medieval Archaeology.

This book honestly describes a phase in 
the history of archaeology that the modern 
generation may find disturbing, when the 
study of post-medieval archaeology had no 
academic status, and when the world-class 
archaeological site of London was seriously 
neglected. Noël has made a huge contribution 
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to archaeology in a rich and varied career, 
and as his successor at Guildhall Museum 
from 1959 onwards, I found that he had set 
a high standard of site recording in terrible 
building site conditions. Moreover, his book 
explains many difficulties that I encountered 
at a time that offered a bonanza of open sites 
available for investigation. There were still 
some of the same personalities, no money 
and still no useful camera. Throughout the 
1960s I had to find my own solutions, and so 
was able to build on the valuable foundation 
of rescue archaeology that Noël had laid. 
Some of our combined results can be read 
in Ralph Merrifield’s landmark book The 
Roman City of London published in 1965.

Peter Marsden

Living and Working in Roman and Later 
London: Excavations at 60—63 Fenchurch Street. 
By Vaughan Birbeck and Jörn Schuster. 
Wessex Archaeology Report 25, 2009. Pp xiii 
+ 138, 71 figs, 18 tables. ISBN 978 1 874350 
52 1. Price: £10.00 hb.

This report sets out the results of multi-
period excavations in Fenchurch Street in 
the east of the Roman and medieval city. 
Best preserved was the archaeology of the 
1st and 2nd centuries ad and the results 
reported here which relate to this period 
are the most important. In terms of Roman 
topography the site is located approximately 
mid-way between the east side of the forum 
and the line of the city walls on and beside 
a street whose origins probably predate the 
formal grid. It trends in a north-east/south-
west direction, a course determined by the 
road from Colchester heading, presumably, 
in its earliest years for the bridge across the 
Thames. Indeed the earliest, pre-Boudican, 
Roman evidence includes ditches on this 
alignment. At this time the presence of 
cremation and inhumation burials suggests 
this area was right at the limits of the pre-
Boudican settlement. From the 60s ad 
onwards the excavators identify a sequence of 
development which can be broadly paralleled 
in several interventions elsewhere within 
the walled area. In this case five periods of 
building were recorded: a succession of strip 
buildings at right angles to the line of the 
street and exclusively of timber up to about 

the mid-2nd century, when the first masonry 
building was constructed. Altogether the 
sequence of buildings (tabernae) and assoc-
iated finds give extremely useful insights 
into life alongside what would have been 
one of the principal thoroughfares of the 
Roman city. As commonly found elsewhere 
in London, the late Roman deposits were 
severely truncated, but coins and pottery 
redeposited in medieval contexts suggest 
continuing activity up to the late 4th cent-
ury.

Although fragmented by later intervent-
ions, the succession of strip buildings yielded 
several useful insights into occupation and 
use: for example, evidence of crop processing 
and pottery manufacture in the pre-Boudican 
phase, crucibles and offcuts indicative of 
bronzeworking in the following period, and 
intermittent evidence of copper alloy, lead (a 
small ingot from Period 4) and ironworking 
throughout the remainder of the early 
Roman sequence. Dressel 20 amphorae with 
their necks removed and buried in the floors 
of buildings to serve as storage vessels were 
found in successive periods in the late 1st 
and early 2nd century. Important evidence, 
too, was recovered of water supply in the first 
half of the 2nd century with remains of water 
pipes in the form of iron collars laid both 
alongside the street as a ‘public’ supply in 
Period 5, as well as to the rear of Building 11, 
perhaps as a ‘private’ supply. How long these 
pipes remained in use, and how they were 
connected to a water source, whether by 
aqueduct bringing in water from a distance 
outside the city, or from a nearer source 
with, perhaps, water lifted from a well to a 
castellum aquae, remain to be established.

A very welcome feature of this report is 
that it includes the finds evidence, both 
environmental and material, to make a 
‘complete’ statement of the evidence. So 
much of the previous reporting of London’s 
Roman archaeology has given primacy to 
the reporting of the structural evidence at 
the expense of the finds. Living and Working 
gives a remarkable insight into the wealth of 
the material culture, both in its variety and 
absolute quantities, derived from a limited 
area of only some 530m2, essentially from 
sequences of building occupation and make-
ups rather than rubbish pits. One of the 
most interesting finds was a furnace/oven 
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or strong-box lid made up of broad strips 
of iron with two handles projecting. It was 
from the late Roman Period 7. There is 
good, insightful reporting of material and 
environmental finds. However, it is extremely 
irritating not to find the samian included in 
the quantification of the pottery; it is a key 
component of the ceramic assemblage and 
there is no reason why quantification cannot 
be done before despatch to specialists. 
The reporting of the stone lacks geological 
expertise and useful identifications.

For the medieval period the contents of 
one Period 9 (mid-12th—15th centuries) pit 
called for particular comment. The finds 
included the complete articulated remains 
of a sub-adult pig with the partial remains 
of a juvenile cat apparently placed in its jaws 
as well as the partial skeleton of a fowl and 
some lambs’ feet. Such a collection invites 
comparison with the better known structured 
deposits of articulated animal bone from the 
Iron Age and Roman periods but, whereas 
there are little or no written sources to 
illuminate the motives behind such deposits 
in those periods, Page draws on a variety 
of sources to explain the possible ritual or 
magical practices in this context (p 43).

Altogether this report makes a very valuable 
contribution to our knowledge of early 
Roman London and, to a somewhat lesser 
extent, of the medieval city. The presentation 
is generally excellent, though the sequence 
of period plans is oversimplified (compare, 
for example, fig 17, which shows Building 9 
under excavation with postholes clearly in 
evidence, with fig 16, where only the outlines 
of the building’s construction trenches are 
shown).

Michael Fulford

Secrets of the Gardens: Archaeologists Unearth the 
Lives of Roman Londoners at Drapers’ Gardens. 
By Jonathan Butler and Victoria Ridgeway. 
Pre-Construct Archaeology, 2009. Pp 80, 
illus, DVD. ISBN 978 09563054 1 1. Price: 
£9.95 pb.

During 2007, excavations were carried out by 
Pre-Construct Archaeology (PCA) on land 
that once formed part of the Great Gardens 
to the Hall of the Drapers’ Company but 
had remained largely undeveloped until an 

office block had been constructed on the 
site in the 1960s. The excavations uncovered 
a length of Roman gravel road which had 
timber-revetted channels used to divert the 
Walbrook stream on either side. This measure 
both controlled water-flow and provided 
roadside drainage ditches. A near complete 
roadside street with phases of timber-frame 
buildings was recorded, while a number of 
large industrial ovens or furnaces lay out in 
the backyards and a series of wooden drains, 
water-pipes and wells served this industrial 
area of Roman London. In addition, during 
the last week of the first phase of excavation, 
a well was found to contain a hoard of later 
Roman bronze vessels (pictured on the cover 
of the LAMAS Newsletter, Issue 122).

In due recognition of the importance of the 
site, Pre-Construct Archaeology has published 
an interim booklet. It details the history of 
the site, with the construction of a corduroy 
trackway, first laid out in about ad 62, just after 
the Boudican revolt. This was cut through by a 
palisade fence, which survived in some places 
up to c.2m in height. These were significant 
structures, showing development in the area 
earlier than was previously supposed. 

There then followed a period of intense 
building and industrialisation. A timeline is 
included in this section to try and explain 
the complicated building sequence from ad 
120—300, with a comparative look at events 
elsewhere in Roman Britain. It appears rather 
randomly, however, along the bottom of a 
double spread and I wonder whether it should 
have been positioned elsewhere to include 
the rest of the Roman building sequence. A 
reconstruction gives a clear in-dication of how 
these buildings may have looked. A section 
of the same reconstruction appears on the 
front cover superimposed on the modern 
street scene – a very good way of linking the 
Roman site with the City today.

The wide variety of unusual structures 
and the surviving organic materials, due 
to the proximity of the Walbrook stream, 
made the site exceptional. Over 1,000 finds, 
building construction details and environ-
mental samples have provided much new 
information. We find out, for example, in 
the section on ‘Diet & Environment’, that 
there was a greater use of meat sold off the 
bone in the later Roman period. In ‘Literacy 
& Writing’ the wealth of the artefactual mat-
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erial found on the site can clearly be seen 
with a number of wooden writing tablets, 
styli and graffiti.

There follows the story of the vessel hoard, 
its constituent parts and how it was deposited. 
The story of the hoard is accompanied by a 
double-spread cartoon, a novel way of showing 
how it was possibly deposited, but again its 
positioning amidst a standard format booklet 
seems to be slightly out of place. The booklet 
completes the site’s history by describing the 
purchase of a house in Throgmorton Street 
in 1543 that was to become Drapers’ Hall and 
the creation of the adjacent garden where a 
brand new building now stands.

This booklet is an excellent introduction 
to what is a very complex site and is a useful 
popular taster to some of the objects found 
there. The booklet is interspersed with a wide 
variety of coloured images and illustrations 
of some of the artefacts and comparative 
material. It is accompanied by a DVD that 
consists of an interesting film of the excav-
ations, commissioned by the Drapers’ Comp-
any, which helps to explain the complex 
archaeology of the site. We can only wait with 
anticipation for the full publication of the 
site.

Jenny Hall

The Roman and Medieval Town of Staines. By 
Phil Jones with Rob Poulton. Spoilheap Pub-
lications (Archaeology South-East and Surrey 
County Archaeological Unit) Monograph 2, 
2010. Pp xxiii + 404, 241 figs, 41 tables. ISBN 
987 0 9558846 1 0. Price: £25.00 pb.

This report presents an account of the dev-
elopment of Roman and medieval Staines 
based on the results of excavations carried 
out in the 1970s and 1980s and extensive 
research into the town’s topographical and 
historical background. Staines has long been 
known as an important satellite settlement in 
the London region but has not been properly 
understood in the published literature, and 
the present report sets the record straight. 
Although local factors were important, the 
development of Staines was in many ways 
typical, reflecting wider economic trends 
and settlement patterns within the region. In 
this respect the report is welcome both for 
establishing the character and development 

of the town in detail and for contributing to 
the study of London and its hinterland.

Staines was founded by the Romans as 
Pontibus, ‘at the bridges’, a settlement and 
posting station on an island at the crossing of 
the Thames by the main road from London 
to Silchester. The Roman settlement reached 
its peak in the late 1st and 2nd centuries but 
declined in the later Roman period. In the 
Middle Saxon period the settlement focus 
apparently shifted to the north to Binbury, 
where the parish church of St Mary is 
thought to have developed from the site of 
a minster. By the late 12th century, however, 
the bridge over the Thames was restored and 
a flourishing market town developed in the 
area of the High Street. The town remained 
small but prosperous in the post-medieval 
period before it was transformed by the 
coming of the railway in 1848. 

The report describes the results of five 
excavations and a major watching-brief car-
ried out between 1977 and 1989, mainly 
by the Surrey County Archaeological Unit, 
but initially by the Staines Archaeological 
Unit (set up by LAMAS), assisted by the 
local society, the Spelthorne Archaeological 
Field Group. Description of the excavations 
is preceded by an extended overview of the 
town’s development (ch 1), which provides 
a period-by-period synthesis of the excavated 
evidence within its topographical setting. 
The overview explores subjects such as settle-
ment morphology, growth and decline, and 
manufacture and trade, and concludes with 
a broad discussion of Staines’ changing 
character from pre-Roman and Roman 
through to modern times. The excavations 
are then described in a series of stand-alone 
reports (chs 2—7), with detailed description 
of stratigraphic sequences and related finds 
reports, supported by a digital supplement 
containing selected archive data (www.surrey 
cc.gov.uk/scau). Ideally, a more integrated 
arrangement of the finds reports would have 
been preferable, but the authors rightly took 
the pragmatic decision to avoid delaying 
publication by over-complicated reworking 
of old reports. Nevertheless, the approach 
adopted has been successful in giving a 
strong thematic account of the town’s 
development within its topographical setting, 
while providing clear access to the detailed 
excavated evidence.



Reviews266

The report presents a type series for 
Roman pottery from the town, based mainly 
on the large, well-stratified, late 1st/early 
2nd-century groups from the Elmsleigh 
Centre site (EC); late Roman assemblages 
are less well-stratified and are treated more 
summarily. This study provides secure 
dating for the town and also allows regional 
comparisons to be made. As a result it is 
no longer thought that late 1st/early 2nd-
century mica-dusted and glazed finewares 
were manufactured at Staines, as previously 
suggested, rather they were common to the 
London region. Overall, it is argued that 
Staines acted as a redistribution centre for 
the Alice Holt/Farnham and Oxfordshire 
industries on the supply route into London. 

The overview and its final discussion 
address important questions about the 
town’s character and development. The 
Roman settlement was a ribbon development 
along the main Roman road, whose line is 
now generally accepted as running along 
the settlement island and the Egham 
Causeway. Arguments for military origins 
remain unproven and instead there is strong 
evidence for the rapid growth of a commercial 
settlement with extensive trading links in the 
late 1st and early 2nd centuries. Later Roman 
decline, with buildings abandoned and dark 
earth forming on several sites, is attributed 
to wider economic factors, although major 
episodes of flooding cannot have helped. 
Interestingly, though, the maintenance of 
flood defences and the causeway carrying 
the Roman road across the Thames appear to 
have been important elements of continuity 
from the Roman to medieval towns.

Staines was undoubtedly a Roman posting 
station, and although a mansio has yet to be 
firmly identified, a likely candidate is the 
major building with tessellated floors at the 
Central Trading Estate site (CTE4). The 
authors suggest that ‘Staines may have been 
founded to serve as a satellite settlement of 
London, organising the supply and transport 
of goods from its western hinterland’ 
(p 39), presumably with some level of 
official involvement. Arguably the closest 
parallel to Staines is Chelmsford, a proven 
example of a posting station with a mansio 
in a comparable topographical situation 
north-east of London, at a major river 
crossing on the Roman road to Colchester 

(P J Drury The Mansio and Other Sites in the 
South-Eastern Sector of Caesaromagus (1988); 
E W Black Cursus Publicus: the Infrastructure 
of Government in Roman Britain (1995)). 
Their distance from London and strategic 
locations suggest that both settlements 
were well placed to play a developed role in 
administration, distribution and trade at the 
edge of London’s hinterland.

Staines is a typical example of the 
development of new market towns in the 12th 
and 13th centuries. Although the quality of 
the excavated medieval evidence is patchy 
due to truncation, important sequences have 
been recorded to complement the historical 
record, in particular the medieval bridge 
approach at the Mackay Securities site (MSS) 
and stone and timber buildings at other sites 
on the High Street. 

Overall, the report is clearly written and 
presented, with illustrations reproduced to a 
high standard, and the authors and publisher 
should take credit for this. Most importantly, 
though, the report has published the results 
of a series of old but significant excavations 
and made the archaeology of Staines available 
for wider study.
 Patrick Allen

Tracks Through Time: Archaeology and History 
from the London Overground East London Line. 
By Museum of London Archaeology. Museum 
of London Archaeology for Transport for 
London, rev edn 2010. Pp 72, illus. ISBN 978 
1 901992 87 8. Price: £9.95 pb.

This attractively presented short book brings 
together a number of sites investigated 
along the route for the London Overground 
East London Line. In essence the sites are 
linked only by the physical line of the route 
and the authors are to be congratulated in 
having prepared a coherent chronological 
narrative which presents the sites in their 
wider archaeological and historical, as well 
as contemporary local, context.

Each chapter presents a summary overview 
of the results of the investigations focusing 
either on a particular period(s) (Prehistoric, 
Roman), or specific site or theme. For the 
late medieval and post-medieval periods 
these range from an overview of Holywell 
Priory and the succeeding manorial complex 
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of Thomes Manners, First Earl of Rutland, 
through the more modest Tudor properties 
of the ‘middling sort’ at Shoreditch High 
Street, Stratton House, Stone House and 
the Great House, to the more humble 
17th-, 18th- and 19th-century homes of the 
workers, artisans and merchants who were 
the Eastenders of the later post-medieval and 
early modern periods.

For these later periods the authors set the 
archaeological investigations in the context 
of the socio-economic history of the East 
End, synthesising the physical remains from 
the investigations with the documentary, 
pictorial and cartographic sources. The 
steady decline in status of the area from the 
16th to the 19th century is well chronicled, 
together with the changes in material 
culture and rise in industry. As might be 
expected on a project of this kind, there is 
extensive coverage of the development of 
East London’s Railway (18 out of 72 pages 
being wholly devoted to this, which, while 
establishing the context of the East London 
Line Overground project, are of perhaps 
specialist interest only).

The book is very extensively illustrated 
(only four pages are without illustrations); 
while many of the illustrations are informative 
and well presented, a small proportion are 
clearly for gloss and marketing of the project 
and the pages so used might effectively have 
carried more text .

In this context, however, it is important 
to note that the book is not intended as a 
technical report for the specialist researcher, 
and makes absolutely no pretence to be so, 
but is deliberately aimed at the non-specialist 
reader as an accessible introduction to the 
project, the archaeological investigations ass-
ociated with it, their purpose, how they were 
carried out, their results, and in particular 
their value to the wider community. The 
book is, however, not without minor failures. 
While the inclusion of French, German and 
Arabic summaries is useful, the omission of 
other language summaries accessible to the 
local community is an unfortunate oversight. 
More importantly the £10 price will restrict 
readership and it is to be hoped that free 
copies have been issued to local schools and 
libraries. 

Many might dismiss this book as no more 
than a marketing tool for the London 

Overground project and clearly that was 
the client brief, but the authors have 
effectively reached beyond this to produce 
a good non-specialist introduction to the 
wider archaeology and social history of East 
London.

Duncan Hawkins

Westminster Abbey Chapter House: The History, 
Art and Architecture of ‘a Chapter House Beyond 
Compare’. Edited by Warwick Rodwell and 
Richard Mortimer. Society of Antiquaries of 
London, 2010. Pp xv + 302, 254 figs, 2 fold-
ing plans. ISBN 978 0 85431 295 5. Price: 
£55.00 hb.

The Lantern Tower of Westminster Abbey 1060—
2010. By Warwick Rodwell. Oxbow Books 
and Dean and Chapter of Westminster, 2010. 
Pp iv + 106, 111 figs. ISBN 978 1 84217 9979 
6. Price: £15.00 pb.

The first of these two books is the publication 
of a symposium held at the Society of Antiqu-
aries of London in July 2008. The editors 
and publishers are to be congratulated on 
a superbly produced volume that should be 
on the shelves of anyone with an interest in 
Westminster Abbey. Westminster is a curious 
building in that, while it sits in what is now 
central London, visible to all and famous for 
ceremonial occasions, it is rather less familiar 
to the British than many of our other great 
churches. This is, of course, because it is 
so expensive to enter and so crowded with 
visitors. Thus, although it possesses a unique 
Cosmati pavement and medieval tombs that 
are of the highest quality by any standard of 
European art, and its architecture is of the 
greatest interest, the Abbey guards its secrets 
well.

The Chapter House, the subject of this 
book, is under the care of English Heritage, 
but it suffers from the same combination 
of admiration and neglect. All that should 
now change. This is the first major study 
of the building, taking its history from 
its predecessor to the latest conservation 
programmes, and with chapters by different 
specialists devoted to the reasons why it was 
built as it was, its structure, the architectural 
style, the sculpture, the stained glass and tiled 
pavement. Other chapters discuss its use, by 
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king and monks, episodes in its history, the 
period when the Chapter House was the 
depository of the national records, and the 
great restoration by G G Scott from 1866. It 
was Scott who created the outer skin of the 
building we see today: the steep-pitched roof, 
the parapet and pinnacles to the buttresses 
that were added in the 14th century. The 
volume is a formidable, comprehensive 
scholarly achievement, which elucidates all 
aspects of the building and demonstrates its 
significance both to contemporaries and in 
later history.

That the Chapter House was Henry III’s 
building is underscored by David Carpenter 
and throughout the volume; one of the 
pleasures of this book is its demonstration of 
how many different kinds of evidence can be 
brought to make a consistent point. Henry 
wanted a spectacular room that fused the 
sacred and worldly in which to preside over 
his subjects; the various halls in the adjacent 
Palace of Westminster could not provide 
what he wanted. Henry’s abbey church was 
the shrine of his favoured saint, Edward the 
Confessor; the Chapter House was under the 
care of the Virgin Mary. All utterances in 
that room came with the authority of God, 
tempered with justice and mercy. Although 
the original glazing is lost, the pavement 
floor, with its royal coats of arms, emphasised 
that this was Henry’s house as well as God’s. 
The monks used the space for their daily 
chapter, and the wall-paintings (dating 
from around 1400, long after Henry III) 
emphasised their own concerns of monastic 
conduct and discipline.

We are, of course, dealing with a building 
that was essentially reconstructed in the 
19th century. The opening chapter and 
that by Tim Tatton-Brown on the fabric 
elucidate the medieval traces among the 
modern masonry; and Steven Brindle’s 
chapter on Scott’s restoration will surely 
become the definitive account. Among all 
the skilful dovetailing between chapters, for 
which editors and authors must take credit, 
some variety is allowed: it is entertaining, 
for example, to compare the attitudes of 
Brindle and Elizabeth Hallam-Smith to 
Scott’s activities. Hallam-Smith’s chapter 
on the use of the building as the Public 
Record Office is interesting in itself, but 
is also very significant for the condition 

of the Chapter House before Scott. Her 
opinion of Scott, who restored the building 
as soon as the records had been removed, 
is not wholly favourable; while Brindle, 
although recognising that Scott did one or 
two disastrous things, including filling the 
open quatrefoil of the entrance door with 
a Christ in Majesty that made nonsense of 
the door’s iconography, admires Scott as the 
conscientious medievalist that he was, and as 
the saviour of the Chapter House. 

Other especially rewarding chapters are 
devoted to the programmes of sculpture, 
painting and the tiled pavement. Apart from 
the miraculous survival of the Annunciation 
figures (but even here, Gabriel lost his 
wings), the sculpture has suffered from the 
passing of time, pollution and misguided con-
servation techniques. Combining evidence 
from pre-restoration drawings, watercolours, 
engravings, fragments, plaster casts and 
the existing sculptures, Richard Foster and 
Pamela Tudor-Craig have reconstructed the 
style and iconography and offer a persuasive 
interpretation. Paul Binski expounds the 
meaning of the wall-paintings in an exegesis 
so complex that one wonders if the monks, 
however well-versed, had to have it explained 
to them. Helen Howard’s technical analysis 
confirms the conclusion from the style that 
there were at least two groups of painters 
working from different traditions. Laurence 
Keen demonstrates that the floor is the most 
important inlaid tile pavement in Europe, 
and his own beautiful drawings of the motifs 
supplement the photogrammetric survey by 
English Heritage, which is illustrated in full 
here.

Some chapters fill in aspects of the 
building and its history that give the reader 
a sense of completeness: while considering 
the undercroft, Warwick Rodwell surveys 
two-storey chapter houses in general; 
Jeremy Ashbee concludes that, although the 
undercroft was used to store royal treasure, 
the secure space was actually the Pyx 
chamber; Barbara Harvey’s chapter on the 
monks ensures that they are not forgotten 
among all the royal glory; Rodwell’s account 
of the glazing includes the post-War scheme 
with its tiny-scale illustrations of aerial 
bombardment; and just when the reader 
thinks the building has no more to reveal, 
David Miles and Martin Bridge unveil the 
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oldest securely-dated wooden door in Britain, 
made of sawn-timber boards and dating to 
the 11th-century abbey.

Textual dovetailing, with many cross-refer-
ences, is complemented by the disposition 
of illustrations through the volume, so that 
a reference may be made from one chapter 
to another. For example, Foster and Tudor-
Craig refer to the placing of the Gabriel figure 
on the vestibule staircase when the Chapter 
House was the Record Office: the reader is 
referred to an illustration in Hallam-Smith’s 
chapter that shows Gabriel in that position. 
The illustrations are abundant, informative 
and excellent; at the back of the book are two 
pull-out plans, one of the Chapter House, 
with phasings in different colours (just like 
the old days, thank goodness for computers), 
and one of the tile pavement.

It is clear from the chapters on architecture, 
sculpture, painting and tiles that cultural 
cringe has no place here; the Chapter House 
(and I would argue) the abbey church should 
be seen for what they are, which is leaders in 
both quality and intellectual content in the 
Christendom of their time. It is also clear 
that some things never change: one could 
write the post-Reformation history of the 
Chapter House as a narrative of financial 
rows with successive governments that were 
too cumbersome and stingy to provide the 
necessary cash for repairs. 

The Lantern Tower of Westminster Abbey 
1060—1210 by Warwick Rodwell reconstructs 
the history of the crossing tower of the 
abbey church. Coming soon after the 
announcement by the Dean and Chapter 
that they hope to place a structure – spire, 
crown – over the low, square central tower, 
this book hints slightly at special pleading, 
making a case for finishing the building in 
21st-century style. Whatever the underlying 
motive, the account is to be welcomed. 
Rodwell takes the reader through the entire 
history, from the evidence of the Confessor’s 
crossing tower as depicted in the Bayeux 
tapestry, through surviving structural and 
illustrated details that provide clues to the 
appearance of the crossing on Henry III’s 
church, to subsequent restorations. Rodwell 
has made some significant discoveries in 
what is left of the medieval masonry, and 
illustrates his arguments clearly. We are 
invited to presume that the embroidered 

design is not solely an artist’s fancy, and 
that the illustration of the squat, ungainly 
octagonal lantern shown in Abbot Islip’s 
roll of 1532, is an incompetent attempt to 
render a more elegant original. The case 
is made for an octagon on squinches, with 
some reference to the octagonal lanterns of 
Ely and Peterborough. Whether consciously 
or not, however, Rodwell is at his liveliest 
when discussing the Hawksmoor schemes for 
completing the crossing. The preparatory 
drawings and the Fabris paintings, which 
Rodwell persuasively argues were intended 
as alternative possibilities, are completely 
beguiling, and it cannot be coincidence that 
the pace of the text picks up markedly in this 
chapter. 

Rodwell’s control of a large amount of 
circumstantial and actual evidence dating 
from the 11th century down to the aftermath 
of the Second World War is exemplary, and 
the book will be of interest to non-specialists 
and of great value to architectural historians 
of all those eras. On pp 17—18 one line of text 
seems to have been dropped; but otherwise 
the book is well designed and the copious 
illustrations are excellent. There is a bonus 
at the end in the form of an account of early 
crossing towers, by Richard Gem, a taster 
for those who have not yet come across his 
longer article on the subject in the Journal 
of the British Archaeological Association 148 
(1995), 29—54. What the Dean and Chapter 
eventually choose to place over the crossing 
we can only await with trepidation.

Nicola Coldstream

Hill Hall: A Singular House Devised by a Tudor 
Intellectual. By Paul Drury with Richard 
Simpson. Society of Antiquaries of London, 
2009. Pp xxvii + 506, 378 figs, 27 tables. ISBN 
978 0 85431 291 7. Price: £55.00 hb.

On hills to the north of the M25 and east 
and west of the M11 in southern Essex, and 
visible to the modern motorist, there stand 
two great houses, Copped Hall and Hill Hall, 
both formerly ruinous after fires, both now 
restored or partly so. Copped Hall is an 18th-
century Palladian house replacing a Tudor 
one built by Thomas Heneage from 1564. 
Hill Hall is a Tudor house burnt down when a 
women’s prison in 1969. Copped Hall, gutted 
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since 1917, is slowly being restored by a trust, 
and the site of the Tudor house is being 
excavated by the West Essex Archaeological 
Society. After partial excavation, and 
meticulous recording of its fabric, Hill Hall 
has been restored to a semblance of its Tudor 
glory. It is now divided into flats and can be 
visited by prior arrangement. 

Hill Hall had long been recognised as a 
house of more than ordinary interest. In his 
1954 Buildings of Essex, Pevsner identified 
it as ‘one of the most important earlier 
Elizabethan houses in the country’. There was 
no question of allowing it to rot after the fire 
in the way that Copped Hall had since 1917. 
However, the restoration, and finding an end-
use, was a stop-start process lasting about 20 
years. This large, beautifully produced, two 
volume book brings together the excavations 
and recording done before and during the 
restoration, a major achievement on the part 
of Paul Drury as much of this is work dating 
back to the 1980s. 

Hill Hall’s importance rests in the early 
classicism of its architecture, and the cycles 
of wall paintings first discovered in 1937, 
and now after the fire unfortunately very 
fragmentary. Pevsner lacked the confidence 
to definitely claim the classical features, the 
superimposed Doric and Ionic orders of the 
courtyard, and the giant orders of the east 
and south elevations, as Tudor. This has now 
been confirmed in detail, and is explicable 
in terms of the career and experience of its 
builder, Sir Thomas Smith. Smith had been 
Regius Professor of Law at Cambridge, had 
studied in France and Italy, had been in the 
service of Protector Somerset, and then an MP 
and ambassador to France under Elizabeth. 

This is a study in art, architectural and 
intellectual history, set out in the format 
of an excavation report. This rigorous 
forensic approach has made it possible to 
give a detailed walk-through reconstruction 
of the Tudor house with a confidence that 
sometimes fails to acknowledge clearly 
enough the degree of uncertainty and 
speculation involved in the process, and 
which cannot be easily challenged from 
the level of evidence presented. Four main 
building phases are identified: an initial one 
1557—8 when Smith first acquired the manor; 
the rebuilding of the north and west wings in 
1568—9, after Smith had returned from his 

embassies abroad inspired by what he had 
seen of French renaissance architecture; the 
rebuilding of the east and south wings in 
1574—5; and finally completion of a service 
wing after Smith’s death in 1577. These 
successive phases reflect Smith’s developing 
ideas and architectural ambitions, the giant 
orders not appearing until the 1574—5 
rebuilding. Despite the classical detailing, 
the elevations have a distinctly gothic 
disregard for symmetry, though it is argued 
that they are tied together by the orders and 
horizontal elements such as string courses. 
It is also suggested that the exterior was 
influenced by internal decorative schemes, 
the surviving elements of which are the Cupid 
and Psyche cycle which extended across 
several rooms, and the story of Hezekiah 
which occupies a single room. They can 
be linked to prints in books known to have 
been in Smith’s library. Richard Simpson’s 
analysis of these paintings places them in 
the context of contemporary political and 
intellectual life, affording direct insights 
into Smith’s world and thinking. In the use 
of the orders on the elevations, achieved in 
part through the use of terracotta, and the 
extensive wall paintings, Smith created what 
seems now to have been a unique house. An 
interesting parallel, however, is drawn with 
Copped Hall, the loss of which is the more to 
be regretted, where a drawing of the north 
porch reflects similar classical and French 
influence, and possibly a greater degree of 
sophistication. 

This book is valuable not simply for its 
account of the architecture and wall paint-
ings. It is a quarry of information on a wide 
range of subjects, notably building materials 
and techniques, and also artefacts. The dec-
orative programme included stained glass 
and Dutch decorative tiles. There are observ-
ations on the wider settlement pattern, and 
the development of the Tudor and later 
landscape and gardens. Of no little interest 
are the later remodellings of the house in 
c.1714, and the major refurbishment by 
Blomfield from 1909. Finally, the chapter 
by Nick Hill on the restoration should be 
essential reading for anyone involved in 
the conservation of old buildings, both for 
the principles adopted and the methods 
used. This was a true restoration, elevations 
being stripped back to Smith’s work which 
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was reinstated. As such, it was in defiance 
of conventional conservation philosophy, 
but the photographs reveal the result to 
be strikingly beautiful, and the work could 
claim justification by being supported by the 
exemplary fabric analysis and recording.

David Andrews

The Rose and the Globe – Playhouses of 
Shakespeare’s Bankside, Southwark: Excavations 
1988—91. By Julian Bowsher and Pat Miller. 
Museum of London Archaeology Monograph 
48, 2009. Pp xv + 275, 172 figs, 41 tables. 
ISBN 978 1 901992 85 4. Price: £26.00 hb.

This handsomely-produced, hard-backed 
volume is yet another classic in the recent 
MOLA canon of excavation reports. The 
present volume presents the reports from 
excavations and research of two late 16th-
century theatres, which lay either side of Park 
Street (once Maiden Lane) in the Bankside 
area of Southwark. General background 
on the development of the topography of 
Bankside, as well as of the other 16th-century 
London theatres, is given. The report then 
concentrates on the two theatre structures, 
the most extensively excavated being the 
Rose. It was built in 1587 as a 14-sided 
structure. Much of the rubble foundations 
of the polygonal gallery, entrance and 
stage were recovered. Evidence was also 
discovered for the major phase of alterations 
documented in 1597, which appears to have 
involved the dismantling and rebuilding of 
the northern end of the theatre including 
the stage. The floor was raised and it is 
suggested that the high number of hazelnut 
shells in its make-up represents debris 
from a soap boiler’s yard. The Rose was 
demolished in 1606 after about three years 
of disuse. Archaeological evidence suggests 
the construction of scaffolding to allow its 
timbers to be dismantled for reuse. After 
a period of abandonment new tenements 
were built upon the southern end of the site 
perhaps in the 1630s. 

Excavation at the Globe, built in 1599, 
was more limited but revealed a section of 
the polygonal gallery. Two main phases 
could be discerned, probably reflecting the 
documentary evidence that it burned down 
in 1613. A secondary phase of brick walling, 

interpreted as the 1614 rebuild, appears to 
reuse the existing foundations, but included 
a new external stair tower. The theatre 
appears to have gone out of use in the 1640s 
following prohibition orders against plays in 
1647 and 1648, probably as a result of fears 
about public gatherings turning seditious. 
The two theatre structures are the main focus 
of this report but due weight is also given 
to the development of the sites before and 
afterwards and to the adjacent land. At the 
Rose an adjacent house, let in 1587 to John 
Cholmley (later a partner in the theatre), 
was partially excavated.

The core of the monograph follows a stand-
ard MOLA pattern of integrated reports. For 
each period, detailed documentary evidence 
is followed by the structural/stratigraphic 
report, then summaries of the finds and 
environmental evidence. On the whole this 
works fairly well and the environmental 
evidence, in particular, is excellently inter-
preted for a general audience. However, 
the scattering of illustrations of finds of 
all kinds throughout the volume makes it 
look superficially attractive, but it is hard 
work tracking them down. The ‘integrative’ 
fragmented approach has been particularly 
unkind to the ceramics associated with the 
Rose theatre, a period so often a black hole 
as far as material culture is concerned. It 
would have been better to illustrate them 
as groups with perhaps more use made of 
graphical tables. The listing of ceramic finds 
(with little or no taphonomic analysis) in the 
structural reports will be meaningless to the 
non-ceramic specialist nor is it very helpful 
to the ceramicist. However, highlights of 
this monograph are the two interpretative 
chapters on the playhouse buildings, their 
reconstruction and use and the material 
culture. Such topics as the geometry of their 
layout and reconstruction of the stages are 
dealt with in detail. The material culture 
finds, largely from the Rose, are then dis-
cussed as evidence for play-acting and theatre 
administration as well as smoking, eating 
and drinking. Amongst the artefacts one 
can note concentrations of glass costume 
beads (lost below seating), dress items and 
numerous glass and ceramic drinking vessels. 
About 142 ceramic money boxes from the 
Rose may have been used to collect entrance 
money or by traders of snack food. Biological 



Reviews272

remains, whilst difficult to attach specifically 
to the theatre audience, suggest that a variety 
of meat and fish, including oysters and 
occasional exotics like turtle and bear, was 
being prepared and consumed in the theatre 
or close-by. The volume ends with specialist 
appendices on everything from documents 
to clay pipes, and an index.

It has taken 20 years for this volume to 
come into print, far too long for such an 
important and iconic excavation; not least 
because it is the sort of work which is capable 
of winning support from a public (and 
politicians) increasingly alienated from the 
archaeological process. Overall the report is 
well written and thoughtful, the illustrations 
are excellent and the layout professional. 
The authors have achieved a good balance 
between general background and detail. Not 
surprisingly, the contentious politics of these 
sites’ excavation have been left out but are 
well covered elsewhere. The scholarship and 
technical expertise of the many contributors 
to this monograph have created a report of 
international importance. It shows that des-
pite difficult circumstances commercial arch-
aeology is capable of producing quality work. 
Once again, MOLA should be congratulated 
on producing this handsome, hard-backed 
volume with numerous colour illustrations 
and photographs at an excellent price.

Paul Courtney

Tin-glazed Tiles from London. By Ian M Betts 
and Rosemary I Weinstein, with contributions 
by Anthony Ray and Michael J Hughes. 
Museum of London Archaeology, 2010. Pp 
viii + 213, numerous colour illus. ISBN 978 1 
901992 90 8. Price: £39.00 hb.

What sort of a book is this? Is it a technological 
or social history, a gazetteer, a typological 
catalogue, a report on scientific research, 
or just a pretty coffee table book? The short 
answer is that, to some extent, it fulfils all 
these functions.

Let us start with technological history. Tin-
glazed floor tiles were imported to London 
from Seville from about 1500 onwards, 
from Flanders in the mid-16th century, 
and were made in London from 1571. One 
major problem in producing these highly 
decorated polychrome tiles was to keep the 

different colours apart, for which there were 
two solutions: the cuerda seca (dry cord) and 
the arista (ridge) techniques, which explains 
why there are two easily recognisable styles 
of floor tile. Antwerp picks up the ball in 
the mid-16th century, but the production in 
London does not seem to be on a significant 
scale. A change of emphasis comes around 
1630, with the arrival from Holland of the 
more familiar blue-and-white wall tiles 
(distinguished by being about half the 
thickness of the floor tiles). London’s well-
established tin-glazed ware potters seem to 
have trouble in replicating the technology, 
perhaps because of difficulties in sourcing 
the specialised clay needed, but succeed in 
the 1670s and continue right through to 
the early 20th century. The manufacturing 
techniques are described in Chapter 2, and 
likely production centres in London are 
discussed in Chapters 3 and 4.

Aspects of social history are drawn out 
through a study of the uses of both floor and 
wall tiles. Unfortunately, few remain in situ, 
but a gazetteer of those that do survive in 
Greater London buildings (ch 6) provides 
valuable insights into how they were used. 
The archaeological evidence is well support-
ed by documentary evidence for both their 
use and the ways in which they were traded. 
An indication of which are accessible to the 
public might be useful to the reader.

The final chapter (ch 7) is a ‘design 
catalogue’, showing many (but not all) of the 
tiles found in Greater London, with the ‘early’ 
(pre-1666) ones arranged chronologically 
and the ‘later’ ones arranged thematically 
with chronology as a secondary factor. There 
are also references to examples which are not 
illustrated here. This chapter will be valuable 
to researchers who wish to find parallels to 
newly discovered tiles, or who would like to 
try to date them.

A perennial problem, with the wall tiles 
in particular, is the question of attribution 
– English or Dutch? (The widespread vern-
acular use of the term ‘delft’ is misleading.) 
Mike Hughes shows how scientific analysis 
(ch 5) can successfully distinguish between 
different centres of production, even some 
in close proximity to each other. But the 
techniques are expensive and few examples 
have been analysed, often throwing us back 
on traditional approaches.
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Finally, the book itself is a beautiful object 
to own, read and display. The quality of the 
photography is superb, and really gives one 
a feel for the tiles, which are presented warts 
and all – indeed, their attractions include 
the very human variations and mishaps that 
characterise them. For readers who have 
become hooked on this topic, there is a very 
useful bibliography.

Much as I enjoyed this book, I feel that 
there are some niggling omissions. Readers 
who do not have a background in the subject 
would welcome a short glossary, covering 
both the foreign language terms and the 
ceramic patois (eg what is a barred ox-head? 
why?). As a spring-board for future research, 
its value could have been enhanced by some 
cross-tabulations, eg of motif/source/findspot. 
But these omissions do not seriously detract 
from the contribution that this book makes 
in opening up a rather esoteric branch of 
ceramics to a wide readership, and for that 
I am grateful.

Clive Orton

The City Bunhill Burial Ground, Golden Lane, 
London: Excavations at South Islington Schools, 
2006. By Brian Connell and Adrian Miles. 
Museum of London Archaeology, Archaeol-
ogy Studies Series 21, 2010. Pp xii + 62, 62 
figs. ISBN 978 1 901992 91 5. Price: £9.00 pb.

The City Bunhill burial ground, which open-
ed in 1833, was one of several Non-Conformist 
cemeteries serving an impoverished inner-
city neighbourhood in south Islington, 
London. For the next two decades the burial 
ground was used intensively, with up to 1,100 
burials taking place each year. In 1853 the 
burial ground was closed by Parliamentary 
order along with more than 100 other over-
crowded metropolitan graveyards which 
were deemed to be ‘injurious to the public 
health’ due to their proximity to places 
of habitation. Few traces of these burial 
grounds survive above ground today, with 
the notable exception of the nearby Bunhill 
Fields burial ground which contains the 
graves and headstones of a number of famous 
individuals and has recently received Grade 
I listing on English Heritage’s register of 
parks and gardens. In 2006 most of the City 
Bunhill burial ground was cleared of burials 

by an exhumation services company in 
advance of commercial redevelopment, and 
during the clearance operations a small area 
was archaeologically excavated to generate 
a sample of 239 skeletons appropriate for 
osteoarchaeological analysis. The prompt 
publication of the results of this analysis, 
coupled with the availability of the primary 
osteological data on the Museum of London 
Centre for Human Bioarchaeology’s online 
database, provides a timely addition to a 
growing body of archaeological data on the 
population interred in London’s post-med-
ieval cemeteries.

The first half of the publication presents a 
vivid and fascinating review of the history of 
the burial ground and the population that it 
served during the 19th century, together with 
a detailed analysis of data from the burial 
registers which are intact for the period of 
use of the burial ground. As an indicator 
of the hazards facing life among London’s 
19th-century urban poor, nearly two thirds 
of the recorded burials were of children 
aged ten or under, and this is also reflected 
in the skeletal sample in which nearly half 
of the individuals died in their first decade 
of life. The documentary records show that 
many of the individuals interred in the burial 
ground came from working class immigrant 
communities who occupied the squalid and 
overcrowded tenements and lodging houses 
in the surrounding area. In the second half 
of the book the results of the osteological 
analysis are presented, providing abundant 
corroboration of the effects of adverse living 
conditions on the health of the inhabitants. 
The skeletons provide information about the 
principal diseases afflicting the population, 
including chronic infections, trauma, degen-
erative joint disease, metabolic disorders and 
high rates of dental decay.

Of particular interest in the assemblage 
of human remains is the evidence for post-
mortem medical investigations conducted 
on the bodies. Saw and cut marks from 
autopsies were identified on seven skeletons, 
and two individuals showed evidence of 
having been dissected. This latter finding is 
interesting because the City Bunhill burial 
ground was not known to be associated with 
a hospital or medical school, although a 
medical college was established at the nearby 
St Bartholomew’s Hospital in Smithfield in 
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1843, and this would have created a local 
demand for cadavers suitable for anatomical 
and pathological study. The exceptional con-
ditions of preservation within the archaeo-
logical deposits also enabled the recovery of 
samples of head hair from 34 of the burials: 
these finds were investigated by Andrew 
Wilson and Lauren Cadwallader and are 
the subject of a special subsection of the 
report. Overall, the volume demonstrates 
that despite the constraints currently placed 
by reburial legislation on the study of post-
medieval assemblages of human skeletal re-
mains, some very important findings can be 
achieved from expert osteological analysis of 
carefully excavated samples from these cem-
eteries.

Andrew Chamberlain

The Charterhouse. By Philip Temple. Survey of 
London Monograph 18, Yale University Press 
for English Heritage and the Paul Mellon 
Centre for Studies in British Art, 2010. Pp 
xiii + 317, 158 illus. ISBN 978 0 300 16722 1. 
Price: £80.00 hb.

This account of the Charterhouse by Philip 
Temple completes the Survey of London’s 
work on Clerkenwell. It is a monograph 
on a single collection of buildings, not an 
area of streets or a parish, though the scope 
and collection are large; and it goes into 
new territory for the Survey. The serious 
damage to Charterhouse during World War 
II brought about some of the first post-War 
archaeological investigations, by W F Grimes 
in 1948—9; and since then the radical post-
War restoration, with a whole bundle of its 
own preconceptions and idiosyncracies, 
has become a period piece. 19th-century 
buildings and alterations are now not 
ignored. An abundance of archive material, 
and lots of standing buildings, mean the 
seriously entwined monastery, school and 
hospital can be studied from the 14th century 
up to the present. 

A masterly introduction of a few pages 
sets the scene. There are twelve chapters: 
three forming general reviews of the site as 
the London Charterhouse (founded 1371), 
Howard House and Sutton’s Hospital, fol-
lowed by nine chapters each elucidating a part 
of the complex in detail, such as the Chapel, 

Master’s Court, Gatehouse and later school 
buildings. Recent archaeological work on the 
edges of the monastery is mentioned only 
briefly, as is the work by Grimes and Knowles 
(published 1954); the plan of the monastic 
buildings in the early 16th century is clearly 
based on that of Grimes (unacknowledged). 
The 15th-century front wall to Charterhouse 
Square with its chequerwork might have 
been better illustrated, and it is a shame 
that the gatehouse doors, always thought to 
be the original ones of 1371, have not been 
sampled by dendrochronology. 

The main emphasis of the study, and 
most of the intricacies, concern the post-
Dissolution house, bought in 1611 by the fab-
ulously wealthy Thomas Sutton (his money 
deriving from supplying the military in the 
North, coal mines, and a wealthy widow). 
The post-Dissolution house went through 
several noble owners before Sutton acquired 
it, and all indulged in building there: Lord 
North (the present Great Chamber and the 
conversion of part of the monastic cloister 
into a bowling alley), the Duke of Norfolk 
(the Great Hall screen; there is discussion 
of how reports of events in the Ridolfi plot 
of 1571 inform about the Charterhouse 
buildings), Philip and then Thomas Howard 
(the gallery along the Hall and the splendid 
staircase, here dated to shortly after 1604, 
lost in the War). The Hall is now attributed 
to North, with windows perhaps taken from 
the monastic church, though there were 
several periods of construction, and one of 
them cannot be reliably attributed to any 
owner. The Great Chamber still has part of 
a set of tapestries purchased specifically for 
it in 1615. I am so pleased that the Seely and 
Paget chandeliers of the early 1950s remain, 
beneath the restored ceiling of Norfolk’s 
time; I hope they stay there. 

A feature of the book is a valuable trans-
cription, with basic notes, of inventories of 
the rooms of the grand house in 1565, 1573 
and 1588. The first stretches to 54 pages, 
detailing the furniture and furnishings of 
countless rooms in the mansion, together 
with North’s considerable wardrobe of 
clothing, thirteen horses (one engagingly 
called ‘old North’), a large amount of plate, 
and his jewels. The inventory of 1573 is a 
fragment, but that of 1588 helps to identify 
probable building works by the Duke of 
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Norfolk before his execution in 1571. If 
you want to walk round a Tudor mansion in 
London, read these inventories.

Sutton’s vision of a joint school and 
hospital or home for elderly single men 
came about in 1613, with adaptations of 
the buildings by Francis Carter. Even now 
there are discoveries to report: alabaster 
figures of Moses and Aaron, from a Laudian 
commandment table or reredos in the 17th-
century chapel, were found in a basement 
in 1977. Later chapters chronicle the 
early 19th-century Pensioners’ Court and 
Preacher’s Court, Rutland House which 
was a 17th-century house on Charterhouse 
Square, Merchant Taylors’ School (1866—
1929), and the present Medical College of 
St Bartholomew’s Hospital (1935 and later), 
which occupies a major part of the north 
and east sides of the original complex. The 
19th-century developments, some major, 
are analysed in detail, and these include 
a subplot of an acrimonious falling out 
between client, architect and surveyor. 

The book is particularly critical of the post-
War restorations by Seely and Paget: wrong size 
staircase, anachronistic lowering of floors, and 
spatial relationships between parts destroyed 
even though the original components sur-
vived sufficiently well. Temple concludes ‘the 
demolition and remodelling of the 1950s 
now seem as remote as Lord North’s four 
hundred years earlier’. Photographs of the 
wrecked rooms in 1942 demonstrate how 
much has been rebuilt in facsimile or 1950s 
speculation. 

In sum, this is an authoritative, detailed, 
engrossing study of one of central London’s 
best collections of historic buildings, which 
span more than six centuries. The analytical 
style is spare and engaging (occasionally with 
feeling: the surviving portion of the cloister 
rebuilt by the doomed Norfolk ‘is today a 
melancholy place, redolent more of monkish 
austerity than worldly extravagance, power 
politics and pleasure’), a great improvement 
on the early volumes of the Survey. The book 
would have been even better if it had drawn 
more on the archaeological data available, 
and perhaps discussed the national and 
even international significance of its major 
buildings (for instance, compare the medieval 
Charterhouse with that in Paris, which may 
have influenced its layout). Nevertheless, 

the London Charterhouse has finally got the 
architectural history it deserves.
	 John	Schofield

A Guide to the Architecture of London. By 
Edward Jones and Christopher Woodward. 
Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 2009. Pp 496, 
colour illus. ISBN 978 0 297 85516 3. Price: 
£30.00 hb.

This is the fourth edition of a comprehensive 
guide, first published in 1983, to the promin-
ent, interesting and occasionally ugly build-
ings of Greater London; here in hard 
back, and therefore heavier than the more 
portable previous paperback editions. The 
main purpose is to promote enjoyment and 
understanding of the ‘amazing richness 
of London’s domestic and monumental 
architectural past’ and to avoid the ‘crass 
mindlessness of much recent residential and 
industrial work’. In comparison to the third 
edition of 2000, Christopher Woodward 
has gone round again and photographed 
all the 1,000+ chosen buildings in colour. 
The geographical coverage understandably 
concentrates on the City, Westminster, 
Docklands and the South Bank, with far less 
in the outer suburbs. In the north-east part of 
outer London, east of the Lea, few buildings 
are judged worthy of inclusion. Besides 
buildings, there are examples of streets 
and an affectionate summary of Scott’s red 
telephone boxes, location ‘everywhere’. 

A guide to all of London’s notable buildings 
can only be digestible when it is livened up 
with critical comments. There are some tart 
observations, not only of new buildings but 
sometimes of the setting of the old, such as 
the miserable, unforgivable present setting 
of Marble Arch in the middle of a poorly 
designed traffic roundabout. Thamesmead 
estate of the 1970s in south-east London is 
tawdry and the best feature about it now is 
its mature landscaping. The Penguin Pool 
at London Zoo lay scandalously unused in 
2008. Aspects of Broadgate are vacuous and 
implausible. The new University College 
Hospital building in Euston Road (not illus) 
is extraordinarily feeble. The character of 
the School of Slavonic and East European 
Studies of UCL in Taviton Street (2005) is 
unusual, ‘but true to its brief, would not 
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be out of place in Zagreb’. The Queen’s 
Gallery at Buckingham Palace (Simpson 
and Partners, 2002) has ‘more than enough 
architectural ideas to decorate several Las 
Vegas hotels’. 

Other remarks are of approval or historical 
musing. The authors, like many others, praise 
the Boundary Street estate in Shoreditch of 
1897—1900 as the first and best housing estate 
produced by the LCC, to be counted among 
the highest achievements of the Arts and Crafts 
movement in English architecture. They like 
Highpoint 1 and 2 in Highgate (‘heroic’) 
and carefully consider modern extensions 
to well-loved old buildings. An office block 
at 36—38 Leadenhall Street (YRM Architects, 
1973) is praised for following a tradition of 
good proportions and fine materials which 
went out with Lutyens. Nearby, the Lloyd’s 
building (Richard Rogers, 1978—86) is a 12-
storey medieval castle, with garderobe chutes 
(the lifts) on the outside. Occasionally a titbit 
for present-day architects and archaeologists 
is passed on: Gilbey’s Offices in Camden Town 
have foundations which float on 100mm of 
cork insulation to protect the wine stocks 
from vibrations in a nearby train cutting. 

There is a useful index of building types 
(art galleries, banks, colleges, offices, schools 
etc). We can also appreciate the byways of 
architectural style, such as the Gothic revival 
passion for French rather than English 
cathedrals as models for secular buildings 
(see the Royal Courts of Justice), though the 
contemporary use of Tudor style and trim for 
legal buildings gets no mention (Hardwick’s 
New Hall and Library at Lincoln’s Inn). The 
post-War period is in for serious criticism: 
the authors encourage you go to the top of 
St Paul’s, and see the City ‘largely and ineptly 
built since 1945’. They seem to dislike the 
Smithsons (Robin Hood Gardens estate, 
‘dreary’, ‘a particularly depressing place to 
live in’). Also unloved is the weary classical 
style of Erith and Terry at Bridge Street, 
Richmond. This fourth edition is able to add 
a paragraph to its introduction describing 
the effect of Prince Charles’s Vision of Britain 
speech in 1990, which divided architects. His 
fears have proved groundless, and anyway by 
2000 ‘the architects he disliked – Stirling, 
St John Wilson, Lasdun and the Smithsons 
– were dead’. 

The photographs were evidently taken 

over a period of months, generally to the 
benefit of the buildings; the view of the 
Banqueting House has the infamous tree in 
front of it, bane of photographers, but here 
not yet in leaf. In other cases, however, since 
the photograph is taken from the street, 
trees and occasionally an opaque fence or 
brick wall intrude. Several views will help 
you to locate the building, but tell you little 
about the architecture. Naturally the new 
photographs take account of restorations 
since the previous edition, notably at St 
Pancras. The colour printing is not always 
the best: some of the buildings and bridges 
come out too red.

In such a wide-ranging work, it is easy to 
ask for more. The architects of even major 
conservation projects on buildings are not 
named; it would have been useful and fitting 
to compliment those in charge of the rescue 
or major cleaning of buildings such as Temple 
church, St George Bloomsbury, Christchurch 
Spitalfields and the Albert Monument. The 
book is already thick, but I did long for a 
few interiors. The archaeology is distinctly 
shaky, and some historical assertions might 
be questioned. In 1981 the Roman bridge 
was not found under Billingsgate Market, 
but nearby, across Thames Street at the 
junction with Fish Street Hill. The Roman 
wall of the City was not erected by ad 140 
(in the text; placed correctly in the adjacent 
timeline). The amphitheatre, found in 1989, 
is not mentioned. The Temple was not a 
Tudor palace. Is Lindsey House in Lincoln’s 
Inn Fields, of 1640, really the earliest town 
house in London to use a giant order 
(pilasters going through two storeys) on a 
rusticated base? Was London actually the 
‘largest city ever known’ in 1800? The one-
page bibliography has no publication which 
concentrates on any period before 1700.

The buildings appearing here represent 
the crust which formed above the archaeo-
logical strata of London during the last 
three centuries. That is one way of regarding 
them, as archaeological objects; and many 
of them are now being recorded by arch-
aeologists during refurbishment or, alas, 
sometimes before destruction even today. 
Their number and character, from each of 
the main building periods of London, have 
been affected by developers, fire and bombs 
(of several kinds). A careful reader could 
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work out which of the periods – Georgian, 
Victorian, inter-War etc – are well or not 
so well represented by London’s present 
townscape.

Over 1,000 buildings are covered. This 
Guide is an ideal companion for the six 
London Pevsner volumes, and is the best 
of the London-wide guides to the present 
architectural landscape. 

John	Schofield

Rediscovered Utopias: Saving London’s Suburbs. 
Edited by Bridget Cherry and Ann Robey, 
with photographs by Kate Peters. SAVE 
Britain’s Heritage, 2010. Pp 158, over 180 
illus. ISBN 978 0 905978 562 8. Price: £15.00 
pb.

Rediscovered Utopias is SAVE’s campaigning 
document for ‘Saving London’s Suburbs’. As 
such it is a valuable contribution to the debate 
about suburbia – except that it has some 
curious omissions. The first stems from the 
decision to concentrate on the period 1870—
1939; fair enough because that encompasses 
the greatest expansion of London into the 
surrounding countryside, but SAVE have 
missed the chance of having a proper history 
of English suburbia as the basis of their study. 
There is nothing like Andrew Saint’s sweeping 
overview in the introduction to English 
Heritage’s book London Suburbs; and, without 
that overview, one cannot start to examine 
the English dream of a country cottage and 
our refusal to espouse city living in a way 
familiar to Parisians and other Europeans – 
or indeed our Scottish neighbours in Glasgow 
and Edinburgh.

The second major omission of the SAVE 
study is the failure to seriously tackle the 
issue of sustainability. We live, as Bill Bryson 
reminds us, on a small island. Frank Lloyd 
Wright advised that ‘when selecting a site for 
your house, there is always the question of 
how close to the city you should be, and that 
depends on what kind of slave you are. The 
best thing to do is go as far out as you can 
get. Avoid the suburbs – dormitory towns 
– by all means. Go way out into the country 
– what you regard as “too far” – and when 
others follow, as they will (if procreation 
keeps up), move on’.

That simply does not work here, and there 

is a very real problem in having such a large 
area of low density housing around London. 
I should, I suppose, declare an interest at 
this point. I live in a 1936 semi-detached 
suburban house with front garden and long 
back garden. At one end of the road is the 
station with trains to London and the main 
line north; at the other end, I cross the road, 
go through a gate and can walk across fields 
and burgeoning woodland. As a place to live, 
it is both convenient and pleasant; but (and 
it is a big but) it is only pleasant because the 
Green Belt prevented the fields and woods 
from being buried under more suburbia. 

In other words, suburbia is pleasant 
because others are prevented from living 
there. The idyll of rus in urbe works because 
the Green Belt stopped the further spread 
of development. And yet as Frank Lloyd 
Wright so delicately put it, the population is 
growing. We need to build more houses, and 
we need to find new sites, re-use existing sites 
and raise existing housing densities. Ken 
Livingstone and Richard Rogers looked at 
this dilemma and came up with the ‘compact 
city’ idea – something of a blunt instrument 
but we need to formulate a more nuanced 
idea, rather than veering off into blanket 
protectionism.

SAVE’s book states that it is work in pro-
gress and invites everyone to write in with 
photos of their special bit of suburbia. 
The risk, obviously, is of a wave of NIMBY-
ism with little or no proper analysis of the 
special architectural and historic character 
of the areas. This is not an accusation that 
one can make about SAVE. Their approach 
is detailed and meticulous. In the crusading 
introduction we have a description of the 
harmful impact of DIY, the dreadful spread 
of UPVC doors and windows, and the impact 
of the car. None of this is particularly new, 
but it needs restating and SAVE make the 
case in a forceful and articulate manner. 

The main part of the book consists of 
a detailed study of 14 estates – a small 
fraction of London’s suburbia, but, again, 
the thoroughness of SAVE’s approach 
makes these studies important. They take 
us from 19th-century estates in Battersea 
and Newham with plain but worthy housing 
usually well protected, through more middle 
class estates in Wanstead and Wimbledon with 
Arts and Crafts designs marred by occasional 
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extensions and the massive impact of car 
ownership. Then there are the pioneering 
Brentham and Gidea Park, picking up on 
Garden Suburb ideas, again well-protected 
but with narrow streets, and major problems 
with car parking. 

Two 1920s Local Authority housing 
schemes, one in Greenwich, the other by 
the LCC in Wandsworth, are next, both 
with many alterations, and UPVC windows 
a major feature despite Article 4 Directions. 
Back in the private sector, Holly Lodge Estate 
has wider roads making cars less intrusive 
and Mayfield in Ilford is a remarkable and 
somewhat eccentric bungalow estate. More 
exclusive are Monkhams in Redbridge 
with Tudorbethan houses and Pinner Hill/
Pinnerwood Park where houses were built 
using historic timbers and other materials. 
Finally the Laing Estate at Oakwood, described 
at the time as ‘the most beautiful estate in 
North London’ but now much altered, and 
the only one of the 14 not designated.

Each of the areas is carefully described 
and analysed and beautifully photographed. 
Perhaps the most valuable piece of work is 
the description of the situation today; what 
powers the Local Authorities have used, how 
community spirit has helped, and where 
things have gone wrong – and that links 
back to the themes of the Introduction in 
terms of the impact of DIY and of mass car 
ownership. So, despite or perhaps because of 
the concentration on detail, this book is both 
a worthwhile and a necessary read for all 
those (professionals and amateurs) involved 
in conservation in London.

Jon M Finney 

Marylebone Through Time. By Brian Girling. 
Amberley Publishing, 2010. Pp 96, over 180 
photographs. ISBN 978 1 84868 145 3. Price: 
£14.99 pb.

This small book should be on the desk of 
every planner in the City of Westminster. 
It shows the successes and failures of how 
new buildings have fitted into their streets 
over the last two hundred years. It is also a 
fascinating historical record of many of the 
buildings along those streets.

The area considered is Marylebone, the 
Metropolitan Borough until 1965; from just 

east of Portland Place to Edgware Road, and 
from Oxford Street to St John’s Wood. As 
with all books in this series, a postcard of the 
late 19th or early 20th century (up to 1943 
in this case) is juxtaposed on each page with 
a photograph of the same view today. We are 
grateful that the postcards were originally 
produced; but what one wonders was the 
reason behind making a postcard of the front 
of a range of shops in the Edgware Road in 
1903? Presumably it represented something 
chic and metropolitan at the time. Such 
pleasures were varied; the nearby Grand 
Cinema of 1910 (now beneath the flyover) 
incorporated a rifle range. The postcards 
are an important record of people at work 
and walking about. So what do we think of 
the changes? Whole localities have been 
rebuilt and their character altered during 
the 20th century, but many Georgian streets 
survive today, some in part (Great Titchfield 
Street, Crawford Street), and their older 
aspect, a century ago, is shown here. The 
borough has some extremely fine Edwardian 
buildings (Mortimer Street, High Street in 
Portland Town), and even the faux Georgian 
of the 1990s in Baker Street looks well. The 
juxtaposition of the old and present is often 
startling and informative: Marylebone Town 
Hall in Marylebone Road when opened in 
1920 dominated spacious surroundings, but 
now has its tower equalled if not exceeded 
by adjoining buildings. And though we 
may regret the destruction of many older 
buildings, there is also a peek of the superb 
Hampden Gurney School of 2002 on the site 
of the church of St Luke, erected in gratitude 
for the apparent divine intervention which 
spared the locality during a cholera outbreak 
in 1849, and a war casualty. Our townscape is 
complicated and compelling, and this short 
guide invites walking.

John	Schofield

Tales of London’s Docklands. By Henry T 
Bradford. Amberley Publishing, 2010. Pp 96, 
18 pls. ISBN 978 1 4456 01663. Price: £10.99 
pb.

This is a collection of reminiscences 
from dock workers about their day-to-day 
experiences of working in the Port of London 
from just after the Second World War. 
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Anyone expecting a straight factual history 
of the Docklands may be disappointed, but 
the different memories give a fascinating 
glimpse into the social history and working 
conditions of Registered London Dock 
Workers.

The foreword by John N Black explains 
a little of the background of the industry 
and most chapters contain some factual 
explanations of the type of work and 
conditions the workers faced. The book 
is divided into 18 short chapters or ‘tales’ 
from different dock workers. Some workers 
such as Big Dave and Little Fred feature in a 
number of different ‘tales’ but each chapter 
addresses a different type of work experience. 
The author often uses the reminiscences to 
remind the reader how hard and dangerous 
this work could be. As well as broken bones 
resulting from accidents, the dock workers 
were exposed to hazardous cargoes such as 
asbestos. However, the author also highlights 
the humour and friendship that existed 
between the dock workers.

The layout of the book is clear and 
uncomplicated with excellent use of black 
and white photographs that help the reader 
to imagine what life was like working at the 
Port of London. The book is easy to read, 
although as the different ‘tales’ jump around 
in time, it can sometimes appear a little 
disjointed. It would probably benefit from an 
index, particularly to keep track of a favourite 
character such as Harry or Big Dave!

Overall, an enjoyable, light-hearted read 
to introduce the reader to the experiences 
of the London dock worker.

Diane Tough

Cowley Through Time. By Ken Pearce. Amberley 
Publishing, 2010. Pp 96, 180 pls, map. ISBN 
978 1 84868 803 2. Price: £14.99 pb. 

Kingston Upon Thames Through Time. By Tim 
Everson. Amberley Publishing, 2010. Pp 
96, 180 pls. ISBN 978 1 84868 5536. Price: 
£14.99 pb. 

Isambard Kingdom Brunel Through Time. By 
John Christopher. Amberley Publishing, 2010. 
Pp 96, 180 pls. ISBN 978 1 84868 963 3. Price: 
£14.99 pb.

These three books from Amberley’s 

‘Through Time’ series appear in the famil-
iar handsomely illustrated format of two 
photographs per page, usually a historic 
picture in sepia at the top and a modern col-
oured photograph of the same scene below, 
accompanied by an explanatory caption. 

Ken Pearce is a well-known local historian 
specialising in the history of Uxbridge and 
the surrounding area. His book starts with the 
section of Rocque’s 1754 map of Middlesex 
that shows Cowley, then a parish with three 
settlements (around the medieval church, 
Cowley Street and Cowley Peachey), helping 
the reader unfamiliar with the place to under-
stand the development from agricultural 
village to modern Greater London suburb 
described in the pictures which follow. 

A quick glance through the book indicates 
a surprising number of historical personages 
associated with so sparsely inhabited a spot 
(population 214 in 1801). The notorious 
Dr William Dodd, hanged for forgery at 
Tyburn in 1777, is buried in St Lawrence’s 
churchyard because his brother Richard 
was rector. Engravings of him in his cell at 
Newgate and of such a notable personage as 
Barton Booth (1681—1733), celebrated actor, 
who developed Barton Street and Cowley 
Street in Westminster, enliven the text. 
There is also a delightful drawing showing 
seven clergymen, with their shovel hats and 
umbrellas, arriving at Cowley Rectory for a 
clergy meeting in 1875. 

The Grand Junction Canal, brought Cowley 
into closer contact with London (there was 
a daily packet boat service to Paddington 
in 1801), encouraging a brick industry. 
Market gardening became important and 
the two photographs showing Lowe and 
Shawyer’s nursery in 1929 and the same site 
now occupied by the buildings of Brunel 
University, epitomise the change from physical 
productivity to intellectual activity that has 
taken place since the Second World War. 

Kingston Upon Thames has a long history 
stretching back to Saxon times, lightly 
sketched in by Tim Everson, before con-
centrating on Victorian and Edwardian 
developments. A particularly interesting 
photograph shows a four-storey Edwardian 
building that was given a highly decorative 
mock-Tudor front by Boots about 1908 and 
an indistinguishable addition in 1929. It 
swamps the genuine Tudor building, dated 
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c.1500, beside it despite its three-storeyed 
jettied gable. Other pictures show the sad 
and all too common tale of old houses and 
inns demolished and the late Victorian 
Victoria Hospital demolished to make way 
for retirement flats. It is a relief to see that 
the Cleave’s Almshouses of 1609 have been 
restored. In compensation, the market 
town has some fine Victorian institutional 
buildings, like the East Surrey Regiment 
Barracks of which only the keep survives and 
St Luke’s church with its fine gothic interior. 
Perhaps the pictures of the bridges are the 
most interesting in the book, showing 13th-
century arches supporting the crossing of the 
Hogsmill River and excavated foundations of 
the 12th-century wooden bridge across the 
Thames 100 yards downstream of the one 
built in 1826.

John Christopher’s book on Isambard King-
dom Brunel lavishly illustrates the famous 
engineer’s career from his involvement in his 
father’s Thames Tunnel in 1825 until his death 
in 1858 two days before his final triumph, the 
Great Eastern, set off on her maiden voyage. 
The author deals with railways, bridges and 
steamships in different sections, starting 
with a description of the Great Western 
Railway’s route from Paddington to Bristol. 
The viaducts, tunnels and main stations 
were all stupendous and are beautifully 
drawn and photographed. Contemporary 
drawings, many from John Christopher’s 
own collection, depict the countryside 
around the track as well as the architectural 
merits of Brunel’s designs. The Wharncliffe 
Viaduct over the Brent valley has cattle and 
people clustered against one of its elegant 
piers and trees all around, a reminder of 
the fast disappearing rural Middlesex of 
the time. There is a particularly dramatic 
picture of a steam engine going through 
the Box Tunnel during its construction. 
The Swindon Railway Village built 1841—65, 
an early example of an industrial workers’ 
settlement, is shown to be still functional 
and attractive. The retrieval and restoration 
of the S S Great Britain completes the story.

All three books would have been more 
easily comprehensible if several maps and 
plans and contents pages, not to mention 
dates had been included. 

Eileen Bowlt

Ten publications were submitted for the 
Annual LAMAS Local History Publcations 
Award in 2010. The winner, Aspects of 
Battersea History 1770—1910, and the runner 
up, The Story of Cromwell House at Mortlake, 
are reviewed individually; a brief summary 
of the remaining two journals and six books 
follows.

Aspects of Battersea History 1770—1910. By 
Keith Bailey. Wandsworth Historical Society, 
2010. Pp 92, 26 illus. ISBN 978 0 905121 22 2; 
ISSN 0307 3181, Price: £9.00 + £1.50 P&P pb 
(cheque payable to ‘Wandsworth Historical 
Society’) available from Neil Robson, 
119 Heythorp Street, London SW18 5BT, 
ngrobson@tiscali.co.uk

Intriguing international aspects in this year’s 
Local History Publications award-winning 
submission invite a wide readership from the 
realms of Battersea and beyond. 

The American War of Independence meant 
that from 1776 Britain could no longer trans-
port convicts to America. To compensate, 
88 acres of rural Battersea were reserved as 
the site for a massive penitentiary in which 
to incarcerate 900 unfortunate souls. The 
prison walls, to be 24 ft high by 8 ft thick, 
would hardly have enhanced the view from 
Lavender Hill. Penitentiary plans were 
guaranteed to blight more desirable future 
developments in the area, such as the Royal 
Park. The outlook for Battersea residents, 
voluntary or compulsory, looked grim.

Luckily for Battersea, if not for convicts, 
before the prison could be built their labour 
was in demand for empire building in the 
new Australian colony of New South Wales. 
Much of the projected prison site, thus 
released for a more favoured future, is now 
covered by the multiple railway sidings of 
Clapham Junction. 

In the mid-19th century, rail began to sup-
plement river transportation of Battersea’s 
burgeoning industrial output. The rails car-
ried a contra-cargo – settlers needed to 
service the factories, mills and distribution 
centres that were fast replacing agriculture. 
Into a social melting pot of predominantly 
working class cottagers (in the census of 1841, 
almost half the household heads described 
themselves as labourer) later was sprinkled a 
leavening of gentry keen to occupy newly-
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constructed blocks of fashionable mansion 
flats in the vicinity of Battersea Park. 
Speculative builders were a colourful breed 
of risk-takers whose fortunes fluctuated with 
fickle fate. In the period under review, the 
population of Battersea increased from 2,500 
to over 170,000 inhabitants.

Author Keith Bailey has integrated into 
his extensively researched, highly readable 
account of Battersea history, plans, maps, 
sketches, tabulated statistics and archival 
photographs that illustrate the progress of 
this character-full London suburb from an 
agricultural to an industrial and thence to 
a residential aspect. Dr Bailey is a former 
editor of the Wandsworth Historian. He 
draws on a 30-year specialist interest in the 
development of Wandsworth and Battersea, 
with good effect. 

In competition with nine other high quality 
submissions from local history societies, 
the LAMAS committee proclaimed Aspects 
of Battersea History a worthy winner. It fully 
complies with the purpose of the award: to 
encourage the publication of well presented, 
original research that is of interest to the 
general public as well as to local historians.

V Irene Cockroft

The Story of Cromwell House at Mortlake. By 
Helen Deaton. Barnes and Mortlake History 
Society, 2009. Pp 109, 49 illus, 5 maps. 
ISBN 978 0 9542038 4 9. Price not stated, 
pb. Available from Barnes and Mortlake 
Historical Society.

Helen Deaton’s readable book was a worthy 
runner-up in the 2010 LAMAS Local History 
Publication Award. It is the account of not 
one, but three ‘Cromwell Houses’ and the 
seven families that resided in them. Their 
story spans 500 years from the late 15th 
century until 1991, when the third building 
was demolished and the land sold by 
Watney’s Brewery for the new development 
that currently occupies the site. Abandoning 
tradition, this is today called Parliament 
Mews in the mistaken belief that the original 
building was named after Oliver Cromwell, 
rather than for his great, great grand-uncle, 
Thomas, Henry VIII’s Secretary and an 
occasional visitor to the house.

The principal chapters describe the lives 

and occupations of each of the individual 
families who lived in the successive 
Cromwell Houses, and their influence on 
the neighbouring community of Mortlake. 
Throughout the book, however, the author 
ties local history into national events, 
placing these personal stories into the wider 
historical context of the times. Additional 
interest is provided by separate sections 
explaining related historical topics that are 
sprinkled throughout the text.

In writing this book, the author has under-
taken considerable research, mainly from 
secondary sources with some unpublished 
archive sources. The bibliography is impress-
ively long as a result, although the book might 
have benefited from an index. Endnotes are 
also provided, together with plenty of helpful 
illustrations, including sketches, photographs, 
family trees and maps. 

Simon McNeill-Ritchie

Camden History Review No. 33. Edited by 
David Hayes. Camden History Society, 2009. 
Pp 33, illus. ISBN 978 0 904491 80 7. Price: 
£5.95 pb.

As usual the Camden History review is typical 
of a well produced local history journal that 
includes well researched articles by members 
of the society. The five main articles, on Dr 
Southwood Smith and family, including 
Octavia Hill, Archibald Campbell Barclay 
and the Catholic Apostolic Church, Penrhyn 
Lodge and ‘the Napoleon of Crime’, Highgate 
Men’s Pond, the inaugural meeting of the 
Camden History Society 1969, are good 
examples of the diversity of local history 
research. The Review is well illustrated with 
good quality images, although the typeface 
was a bit small for my eyes.

Streets of Belsize. Edited by F Peter Woodford. 
Camden History Society, 2009. Pp 92, maps, 
illus. ISBN 978 0904491 77. Price: £8.95 pb.

The book is part of the ‘street’ series pub-
lished by the society which includes thirteen 
titles. This is the 2nd revised edition of the 
book covering the streets from Rosslyn Hill 
to Chalk Farm and Swiss Cottage. As such it 
is an update providing a useful source book 
for local history of the area. The illustrations 
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provide a nice visual commentary that 
supplements the text and the index allows 
for quick references to any particular street.

To Paradise By Way of Gospel Oak; a Mansion 
Flat Estate and the Forces that Shaped It. By 
Rosalind Bailey. Camden History Society, 
2009. Pp 104, illus. ISBN 978 0 904491 78 4. 
Price: £8.50 pb.

This is an excellent chronological and social 
history of the Lisenden Gardens estate 
which stands at the edge of Hampstead 
Heath. Rosalind Bailey, a resident, provides 
an intimate account of the buildings and the 
people who have lived there since the flats 
were built in 1906. She successfully identifies 
the forces and explains the changes that 
have shaped the evolution of the estate. 
The book is well researched, clearly written, 
interweaving oral histories from other 
residents with the narrative, and illustrated 
by good quality pictures.

Oakleaves, Local History Bulletin No. 4. 
Edited by Peter Hodge. Southgate Civic 
Trust, 2009. Pp 40, illus. ISBN 978 0 905494 
10 4. Price: £6.00 pb.

This is another well presented journal of local 
history, with good colour pictures, which 
contains several articles and recollections 
of the Intimate Theatre in Palmers Green. 
This is a good example of how an annual 
publication can bring together several articles 
on a single topic to provide a valuable source 
of local history; and of how local history can 
inform the membership of a civic society.

Waitrose: Seeking Perfection. By Janet Appleyard-
Hobbs. Acton History Group, 2009. Pp 51, 
illus. ISBN 978 0 9552343 1 6. Price: £6.00 
pb.

This booklet on Waitrose follows a very 
successful evening which the Acton History 
Group organised in February 2005, featuring 
a talk by Janet Hobbs on ‘Mr Waite, Mr 
Rose and Mr Taylor in Acton’ and the 
unveiling of the plaque to mark the site of 
the first Waitrose shop. ‘Seeking to Attain 
Perfection’ was the motto or slogan used by 
the first Waitrose shop in its advertisements 

at Christmas 1908. It is well produced with 
good illustrations but suffers from a lack of 
sources and references.

Brentford Dock and Railway. By Diana 
Willment. Brentford and Chiswick Local 
History Society, 2009. Pp 104, illus. ISBN 978 
0 9540590 5 7. Price: £7.50 pb.

This well researched book was produced to 
mark the 150th anniversary of the opening 
of Great Western Railway’s dock at Brentford 
in 1859 and the railway line which linked it 
with the main line at Southall. It provides an 
account of the planning and construction of 
the dock and its railway, their useful life over 
the next hundred years, and their eventual 
closure in 1965. The book is nicely produced 
and extensively illustrated with maps, plans, 
a wide range of engravings and photographs, 
giving much fascinating detail of the working 
dock at different periods in its life.

John Farrer: The Man Who Changed Hornsey. 
By Janet Owen. Hornsey Historical Society, 
2009. Pp 80, illus. ISBN 978 0 905794 40 2. 
Price: £11.99 pb.

Whilst it is true that the course of human 
history is rarely, if ever, the result of one 
person’s actions, John Farrer’s building 
work in Hornsey between 1878 and 1920 was 
an enormous contribution to the character 
of the district. This was the period during 
which new streets were rapidly spreading in 
every direction and Farrer was busy laying 
out 19 estates and building on 62 streets. The 
author provides a highly readable account of 
the man and his work. The book makes good 
use of endnotes and two appendices and 
is particularly well illustrated with original 
elevations and contemporary photographs.

The Highways and Byways of Hampton: A Short 
History of Every Street in Hampton. By John 
Sheaf. Twickenham Local History Society, 
2009. Pp 88, illus. ISBN 978 0 903341 81 3. 
Price: £3.50 pb.

This book provides a short history of every 
street in Hampton, giving a variety of 
information, including the date or approx-
imate date when the road was built and the 
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origin of the name of the street. It is well 
produced with nice pictures and forms a 
useful resource for local and family historians, 

particularly in identifying a dwelling which 
cannot be found under the expected street 
name.

John Hinshelwood
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