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NOTICES 

 

Newsletter: Copy Date 

The copy deadline for the September 2018 Newsletter is 20 July 2018. 

Please send items for inclusion by email preferably (as MS Word 

attachments) to: rhbg.lamas@gmail.com, or by surface mail to me, 

Richard Gilpin, Honorary Editor, LAMAS Newsletter, 84 Lock Chase, 

Blackheath, London SE3 9HA. It would be greatly appreciated if 

contributors could please ensure that any item sent by mail carries postage 

that is appropriate for the weight and size of the item. 
 

**************** 

Local History Committee 

LAMAS’s Local History Committee represents the interests of local 

societies within the Society. Part of its work involves organising the 

Autumn Local History Conference and running the Publication Awards, 

for which a number of affiliated societies proudly submit their books, 

journals and newsletters. 

The Committee still doesn’t have as many local society members as it 

would like, and it would be good if we could have more. The Editor of 

the Newsletter (a member of Lewisham Local History Society) has been a 

member of the Committee for some years and, if you would like to join 

us, he would be happy for you to contact him. His email address is: 

rhbg.lamas@gmail.com, and his landline is 020 3774 6726. 
 

**************** 

City of London Archaeological Trust grants 

The City of London Archaeological Trust (CoLAT) invites applications 

for small to medium grants to support archaeological work in the City and 

its environs, as in previous years. The grants will be for one year only 

from 1 April 2019, and this year's deadline for applications will be Friday 

21 September 2018. 

The meeting of CoLAT to decide the grants will be in early December. 

Applicants should study the guidelines (available on the COLAT website: 

www.colat.org.uk), with care. Guidance may be obtained from the 

Secretary, John Schofield: john@jschd.demon.co.uk 
 

mailto:rhbg.lamas@gmail.com
mailto:rhbg.lamas@gmail.com
http://www.colat.org.uk/
mailto:john@jschd.demon.co.uk
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LAMAS Lecture Programme 2017-2018 

Unless otherwise stated, meetings take place in the Clore Learning Centre 

at the Museum of London on Tuesday evenings at 6.30pm – refreshments 

from 6pm. Meetings are open to all; members may bring guests. Non-

members are welcome and are asked to donate £2 towards lecture 

expenses. The following is the remaining lecture in the 2017-2018 

programme. Details of the 2018-2019 programme will appear in the 

September Newsletter. 

 

8 May 2018 

Joint Prehistoric Society and LAMAS lecture:  Hidden depths: Re-

evaluating Bronze Age Thames finds from the British Museum’s 

collections, Neil Wilkin, British Museum. 

This talk will shed new light on the character and significance of Bronze 

Age metalwork from the River Thames held in the British Museum’s 

collections. It will place these important finds in their wider typological, 

chronological, social and cultural context. 

 

**************** 

LAMAS Lates 

We have planned a series of Late Events over the spring and summer. 

Places on all of them are limited, and can be booked by either writing to 

Jane Sidell at 113 Lion Lane, Haslemere, surrey GU27 1JL, or by email to 

jane.sidell@btinternet.com. Where fees are mentioned, these are going to 

the organisation, and will support their work and staff. Cheques to be made 

payable to LAMAS please. 
 

2 May 2018, 5.30-7.00pm. A walking tour of the northern corner of the 

Roman Fort and London Wall. This walk, led by Jane Sidell, will take in 

surviving portions of the fort wall, fort gate, the later bastions, 14, 13 and 

12, and also the mysterious stretch of wall in Bay 52. The walk will finish 

at St Alphage garden, where the wall has recently been conserved and 

incorporated into a new landscaping scheme. Meet outside the front door 

of the Museum of London at 5.30pm. This walk is free. 
 

6 June 2018, 6.00pm. Bishops, bollards bears and houses of ill repute! A 

walk led by Chris Constable (former archaeologist for Southwark), from 

the west of London Bridge and ending up at a suitably interesting hostelry. 

Whilst we are not charging for this walk Chris is riding the first stage of the 

Tour de France to raise money for the Prostate Cancer Charity. You can 

bring a little donation on the night or donate here: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chrisconstablepctdf 

Meet by Evans Cycles on Duke Street Hill, opposite London Bridge 

Station at 6.00pm. 

mailto:jane.sidell@btinternet.com
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chrisconstablepctdf
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3 July 2018, 5.30pm. Walking tour of Inner and Middle Temple. This walk 

will be led by City of London Guide, Marion Blair, and take in the history 

and development of the Inner and Middle Temple, hopefully including 

entry to Middle Temple Hall (this cannot be confirmed as yet, since it 

depends on their events programme). £10 for members, £12.50 for non-

members. Meet outside Middle Temple Hall at 5.30pm. 
 

8 August 2018, 3.50pm for 4.00pm. Scaffold visit to view the 

conservation at the Painted Hall, Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich. The 

project will be nearly complete, allowing close-up access to the conserved 

ceiling, with a tour led by Old Royal Naval College guides, explaining the 

history and the symbolism of the paintings. Note the earlier than usual start: 

it is the last tour of the day. £10 for members, £12.50 for non-members 

(please note you can book your own tour for £10, but we are on a 

recruitment drive!). Meet at 3.50pm prompt in the King William Block 

colonnade, outside the Painted Hall entrance.  
 

23 August 2018, 6.30pm. Cannon Street area foreshore walk, led by Eliott 

Wragg of the Thames Discovery Programme. This walk will explore the 

history and features of the foreshore adjacent to Cannon Street and, whilst 

visitors without a PLA licence should not pick things up to take away, they 

can point out things of interest and ask Eliott about them. £10 for members, 

£12.50 for non-members. Meet at Cousin Lane Stairs, close to the 

Banker public house, adjacent to Cannon Street railway station, at 

6.30pm. 

**************** 

New Members 

New members are immensely important to the Society, and Council would 

like to welcome the following, who have all joined LAMAS recently: 

 

Abi Cullimore, Wandsworth Angharad Davies, Peckham 

Guy Bloom, Rainham Iain Bright, Wandsworth 

David Gordon, Ely Francesca Albini, Muswell Hill 

Brian Magson, Acton Arthur Noble, Maida Vale 

Michael Marshall, Newport on Tay Nadia Randle, Deptford 

Mike Webber, Hoxton Angela Broomfield, Limehouse 

Colin Keane, Bounds Green Richard Ward, Brockley 

Elaine Orthodoxou, Enfield Gail Kennedy-Fagin, Tufnell Park 

Eniko Hudak, Houghton le Spring Michael Griffiths, Croydon 

Helen Chittock, Hornsey Adam Single, Barnsbury 

 

We hope that you participate in as many of the Society’s activities as 

possible, and that you all enjoy your LAMAS experience. 
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LAMAS Late visit to the London Mithraeum Bloomberg SPACE 

On Wednesday 24 January, an exceptionally large group of LAMAS 

members and friends of the Society – 55 in all – met at the Walbrook 

entrance to Bloomberg’s European headquarters. The reason? So that they 

could find out for themselves how the project to reconstruct the Mithraeum 

(the stuff of archaeologists’ dreams for over fifty years) had finally been 

completed and opened to the public. 

In view of the visitor numbers, the decision was made to break into two 

groups. One was led off downstairs by Sophie Jackson, while those left 

behind, including the Editor, 

stayed on the ground floor for 

an informative talk by Louise 

Fowler (right), who 

concentrated on the display of 

artefacts. There were over 600 

of them, carefully selected to 

be as representative as possible 

of the 14,000 registered finds 

from the Walbrook excavation, 

and displayed in a vertical 

glass case. Rather 

appropriately, tablets were 

provided by Bloomberg for 

visitors to access detailed 

information about the 

individual exhibits. 

Moving downstairs, we met up 

with Sophie, who, with Mike Tetreau, took us through three interactive 

displays on the mezzanine level, which give information themed on the 

Mithraeum, the Tauroctony (the image of Mithras in the act of killing a 

bull) and the head of Mithras himself. Further on down, seven metres 

below street level and deeper into London’s past, Sophie and Mike guided 

us into the newly reconstructed Mithraeum, shrouded in misty semi-

darkness. The gloom gradually lightened, and the full glory of the new 

reconstruction was there for all to see, with vertical columns of light – 

created by the light artist Matthew Schreiber – replacing the missing stone 

columns. The construction and presentation are as authentic as current 

research and materials allow, and the new Mithraeum is a gigantic step 

forward from the previous reconstruction, widely derided as inaccurate, 

inauthentic, and in the wrong place (a few steps up from ground level in 

Queen Victoria Street – see Conference report). 
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The Walbrook site, 

where the AD 240 

Mithraeum had been 

identified in 1954, 

had been purchased 

by Bloomberg in 

2010. Four years’ 

later the process of 

creating a new 

reconstruction got 

under way, driven by 

Jane Sidell, Kathryn 

Stubbs and Sophie 

Jackson, and by late 2017 construction was complete. The magnificently 

reimagined new Mithraeum (above) was ready for the LAMAS Late visit, 

organised with immaculate precision and professionalism by Jane Sidell. 

Richard Gilpin 
 

**************** 

Annual General Meeting 2018 

The Presidential Address 

At the LAMAS Annual General 

Meeting at the Museum of London 

on Tuesday 13 February, Taryn 

Nixon – introduced to the meeting 

by Harvey Sheldon, Chair of 

LAMAS Council – gave her first 

Presidential address. This was on 

the subject of ‘Polycentric London: 

a foray through archaeology over 30 

years, on what shaped and continues 

to shape London’. 

This time period reflected her work 

in London archaeology from 1987 – when she joined MOLA (then DGLA) 

– to 2016, when she retired after 19 years as MOLA’s Chief Executive. 

Having made brief reference to John Clark’s 2017 address on the myths of 

Geoffrey of Monmouth, she explained that her more evidence-based 

address would involve a preamble (“how we’ve studied the archaeological 

past”), some perambulation (“polycentricity and contemporary planning”), 

and some wanderings (to explore “an archaeology for a polycentric 

London”). She outlined the way in which her interest in movements of 

people had been kindled by new information from sites such as the Royal 

Mint and America Square, outside the city, and how, driving widely around 

London, she had become interested in how it all connected, what motivated 
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people to go on journeys, and how this could be seen in the archaeological 

record. She had asked herself whether the road pattern (particularly in 

earliest Roman London) had affected trade, and whether trade had been 

responsible for determining patterns of movement. She had been 

particularly interested in movement, connectivity and the less explored 

meeting places within early Roman London, especially the 

spaces between buildings – the junctions, open spaces and unofficial places 

– and the paths and roads linking them. 

Excavation had characterised different zones of activity in Londinium, and 

she wondered whether the development of small neighbourhoods – which 

had led to London becoming polycentric instead of monocentric – had been 

determined by individuals’ motivation. 

Taryn showed that attempts such as the 1943 County of London Plan had 

been made in the recent past to try to define and control neighbourhood 

development, and she suggested that London’s notoriously organic 

development had tended to ignore such planners. It was the individual as 

agent who determined what should be built, 

how it should be used and where it should be, 

and the built environment was largely driven 

by socio-economic factors. The London Plan, 

for instance, drawn up by Sir Patrick 

Abercrombie (left) and J H Forshaw, had 

focused closely on Londoners’ movements 

and community needs, as could be seen in its 

social and functional neighbourhood plan, 

and a promotional film can be found at 

https://vimeo.com/16561906 – although the 

plan in fact led to very particular actions. The 

film is discussed separately by the Editor in a 

following article.  

She also made reference to Kevin Lynch’s 1960 book The Image of the 

City [a PDF of which can easily be found on the internet]; this proposes a 

theory of visual perception of a city based on objective criteria, based on 

five elements: Paths, Edges, Districts, Nodes and Landmarks. 

Moving through evidence of urban development that she personally had 

encountered during her own career, Taryn highlighted the rich evidence for 

differentiation of neighbourhoods, with their different characters, different 

trades and different activities. She stressed the importance of the site at 1 

Poultry in the 1990s. It had provided a study of a whole district in the 

Roman period, with four centuries of urban development, and had led to 

the ground-breaking High Street Londinium exhibition at the Museum of 

London (overleaf). She reflected on evidence for the earliest Roman road 

network, and the less integrated and more poorly connected west of the 

https://vimeo.com/16561906
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Walbrook relative to the more planned, 

orthogonal layout east of the Walbrook, 

and what we had learned about the 

different functional characters of 

different neighbourhoods (rather than 

specific structures). She referenced the 

site at Plantation Place, which had 

produced evidence for an AD 63 post-

Boudican fort with huge earthworks, 

and evidence of the temple complex 

found at Stane Street/Watling Street, 

again, at a major junction and place of 

encounter. 

Exploring the connectivity of Roman 

London, Taryn commented that the 

“spaces between” have received less 

attention in academic synthesis and yet may be just as, if not more, 

influential in shaping the character of urban development. She suggested 

that a strong understanding of the character of neighbourhoods and a study 

of movement and connectivity might enable us to extrapolate to other 

centres in outer London, and suggested that the connectivity of early 

Roman London might be carried out with Space Syntax, the team based at 

UCL’s Bartlett Institute. Space Syntax uses a computer algorithm to 

visualise the lines of connectivity in a place.  

Taryn invited interested LAMAS members to contact her to pursue this 

avenue of research into movement and encounter. Concluding her 

wanderings and peregrinations, she stressed the importance of 

understanding the places where people meet, as encounters and exchanges 

foster trade and development and are what a town needs in order to grow. 

To understand urban form it was important to understand this connectivity 

in unofficial places too, “at the level of the village green and street market”, 

and this had been vitally important in the development of polycentric 

London. 

Richard Gilpin 
 

**************** 

The 1943 County of London Plan 

In her address to the LAMAS Annual General Meeting on the subject of 

Polycentric London, Taryn Nixon mentioned a film about the 1943 County 

of London Plan, which could not be shown in the time available. She gave 

the web address however, and the Editor spent half an hour watching the 

film on his computer. 

The film “The Proud City – A Plan For London”, produced in 1945 for the 

Ministry of Information, set out to address the problems of rebuilding post-
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war London following 

widespread bomb damage, 

much of it during the early 

years of World War II. 

It was presented by Sir 

Patrick Abercrombie 

(Professor of Town 

Planning at the University 

of London) and J H 

Forshaw (Architect to the 

London County Council), 

who stated that the plan 

was based on detailed research into structures and peoples’ needs, with 

input from many sources, and that in the process thousands of maps and 

plans had been produced. 

Their vision of the future was somewhat conditioned by a noticeable 

antipathy to much of the built environment. They were enthusiastic about 

the many fine classical structures of central London, and liked the leafy 

squares that had been the result of good planning in the past. What they 

disliked however was the apparently illogical hotchpotch of communities 

which merged into an ‘untidy sprawl’, in which churches, schools and 

factories were ‘all jumbled together’, with many houses far too close to 

factories and railway lines. This patchwork of settlements had grown 

organically, without input from qualified planners. Furthermore, there were 

too many “condemned and obsolete houses” that should have been 

demolished long ago. 

Railways were untidy, and stations were frequently out of date and in the 

wrong place. Some “general tidying-up” was what was needed. 

It was observed that some village 

communities had somehow 

survived, but many of their 

boundaries had become “lost in 

London’s untidy sprawl”. Order 

needed to be imposed, with 

specific zones for industry, 

schools, homes and open spaces 

(right). 

While sympathising with some of 

Abercrombie and Forshaw’s vision, the Editor – with the benefit of 

hindsight – feels that their plans for zoning were insufficiently flexible to 

allow for future changes in London’s society and culture. He suggests that 

their approach may have been too judgemental, paternalistic, patronising 
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and prescriptive, and feels that they had not fully appreciated that people 

don’t necessarily want what planners think they need. 

Readers will of course have their own views... 

[The Proud City can be found at https://archive.org/details/ProudCity#] 

Richard Gilpin 
 

**************** 
 

LAMAS 55th Conference of London Archaeologists, 

Museum of London, 10 March 2018 
 

The Ralph Merrifield Award 

This year the Ralph Merrifield Award was announced by Harvey Sheldon, 

and presented to the Bloomberg organisation by Mike Merrifield, in 

recognition of the support the organisation had given in the excavation of 

the Walbrook site and the reconstruction of the Mithraeum. 
 

Prehistoric activity and a large Roman building in Walthamstow 

village 

Shane Maher, PCA 

The site, in the heart of Walthamstow Village, is being developed for a new 

sports hall and classrooms. Excavation took place between February and 

July 2017. Discoveries included a penannular ring ditch with post holes, 

prehistoric quarry pits, evidence of Roman timber beam slots, and at least 

two buildings. The Roman finds assemblage suggests that the buildings 

were residential and, judging by the presence of Eccles ceramic building 

material, they were relatively high status. 
 

Saxons in Bow Street, Lundenwic 

James Aaronson, Compass Archaeology 

The site was in Covent Garden, west of the walled city, at the former Bow 

Street Magistrates Court and Police Station. The excavation took place 

between May and August 2015, and produced struck flints; pottery sherds; 

animal bones; burnt daub; loom weights; rotary quern fragments and 

whetstones; pieces of worked bone; pieces of worked antler, coins, and 

sherds of vessel glass. Phases of the site went from the late 6
th
 century to 

the early 10
th

 century, and finds included multi-coloured beads found 

within graves, large amounts of midden-derived material, and animal 

bones. There was evidence of Ipswich ware and chaff-tempered ware. Road 

surfaces had been periodically re-laid. By the end of the period, the site had 

reverted to unoccupied open space. 
 

The lost ferry crossing at Putney Bridge 

David Saxby, MOLA 

In July 2017 David Saxby’s team had been surveying sites and structures 

along the south side of the Thames near Putney Bridge, where they 
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discovered and excavated – during a short tidal window – an area of chalk 

exposed by Thames Clippers. A similar area of chalk was also observed on 

the foreshore on the opposite side of the river. It was investigated, and 

timbers and matching stones were found. The conclusion was that both had 

been constructed and used as hard landings for a cross-river ferry, an 

hypothesis that was confirmed by desk research and reference to 

contemporary paintings. The next objective of the team will be to carry out 

more detailed work on the Fulham side of the river. 
 

Archaeological works at Chambers Wharf foreshore 

Jessica Bryan on behalf of herself and Stella Bickelmann, MOLA 

The excavation was the result of construction of the Thames Tideway 

tunnel, from west London to Stratford. Initial site information had come 

from Thames Discovery Programme (TDP) surveys, a Wessex 

Archaeology Foreshore Survey, and MOLAS monitoring and evaluation. 

Chambers Wharf fits into Tideway’s Heritage Interpretation Strategy 

‘River of Liberty’, the aim of which is ‘to open new perceptions and 

perspectives of the river so that people are inspired to encounter the 

Thames and experience its history and influence on London’s 

contemporary culture and ways of living’. 

The current MOLA work has found evidence for Anglo Saxon activity, 

early medieval timber structures, a 17
th
 century timber revetment, 18

th
 

century timbers and the remains of a ship’s belfry. There were also barge 

beds and a mooring stone, which helpfully had the year 1799 carved into it. 

During the 19
th
 century the site was occupied by warehouses and granaries. 

 

A Sarcophagus and a Roman  road in Southwark: Excavation at 25-29 

Harper Road (site code HRE16) 

Ireneo Grosso, PCA 

Previous excavations in Southwark had produced archaeological evidence 

for a Roman road, a temple complex, a Roman cemetery, and ritual 

deposition. The excavation site was located in an area referred to as the 

‘Southern Cemetery’, and work had to be fitted between demolition and 

initial construction works. The north trench produced evidence for a 

Roman road that was at least 7m wide and 40.28m long. This posed the 

question: how did it relate to Stane Street – believed to be located to the 

west – and to Watling Street to the north-east? 

Set into the chalk foundation of a substantial Roman building, presumably 

a mausoleum, was a stone sarcophagus. This had cracked into two 

fragments, but was lifted by a supporting timber structure (see the January 

Newsletter front cover) and transported to Mortimer Wheeler House for 

post-excavation analysis. 
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Afternoon Session: the Bloomberg site 
 

On the Walbrook Banks; new evidence from the centre of Londinium 

Sadie Watson, MOLA 

The deepest deposits on the Bucklersbury/Bloomberg site (up to 7m) 

stretched north-south along the east side of the excavation, and this was 

where most of the surviving evidence was found. The excavations were 

heavily waterlogged owing to the site’s proximity to the Walbrook stream. 

Preservation in the often compacted layers had been excellent, exemplified 

by a well-preserved basket, and the saturated soil had allowed evidence of 

fences and land boundaries to endure. There were many timber box drains, 

and a 1
st
 century circular bakery was identified, together with the earliest 

evidence of cockroaches. Most of the evidence for the Mithraeum had been 

removed in 1954, but some had been missed, and it was decided to leave 

this in situ. 

Given the close proximity of heavy engineering, on-site health and safety 

considerations had been paramount, and the excavation had concluded 

successfully. 
 

Where there’s Walbrook muck, there’s Roman brass: the early Roman 

artefacts from Bloomberg 

Michael Marshall, MOLA 

The quantity and range of finds had been phenomenal – more than anything 

MOLA had encountered in the past twenty years. The waterlogged 

contexts, while making for poor working conditions, had provided the right 

conditions for exceptional preservation. Within the 1
st
 century layer there 

were huge numbers of cavalry items, part of the largest military assemblage 

from London. Many dated to the immediate post-Boudican years, when 

army units flooded into Londinium. There were examples of early militaria, 

including an articulated harness fitting. Numerous brooches were found, 

together with big copper alloy and iron bracelets; toilet sets; boxwood 

combs, lamps; panelled furniture; amulets and apotropaic jewellery (to 

ward off evil). Much had been imported. The evidence of wax and wood 

tablets and styli showed that Londoners had been literate, and it was 

evident that merchants had been operating alongside the soldiers in an 

integrated colonial economy. The Walbrook excavation had provided the 

clearest window yet into the material culture of early Roman London, 

which was a busy, dynamic and wasteful city full of interest and tensions. 
 

The Bloomberg writing-tablets: Roman London’s First Voices 

Roger Tomlin, Emeritus Fellow at Wolfson College, Oxford 

Roger Tomlin is one of the world’s experts in palaeography. He explained 

how the tablets would have been intended as a reusable substitute for 

Papyrus. The trays were made from light coloured wood and would have 

been filled with black wax; the sharply pointed stylus would have cut into 
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the wax, disclosing the pale wooden background. This medium would have 

been used for correspondence, accounts, contracts and delivery records. 

Most of the Walbrook tablets had lost their wax however, and the wood 

underneath had been inscribed many times, leaving a confusing palimpsest 

to be analysed, deciphered and transcribed. Tomlin explained that he had to 

decode the cursive Roman handwriting into recognisable words before 

using his knowledge of Latin to work out their meanings and context. As 

the result of his work, it had become clear that the tablets showed that the 

1
st
 century AD Roman city had been a centre for commercial, business and 

legal activity, both within Londinium and beyond. 
 

London’s Roman Temple of Mithras, 1952-2017: a reconstruction 

Mike Tetreau, MOLA 

The saga of the Mithraeum had started with a Roman and Medieval 

London Excavation Council excavation in 1952, in the course of which the 

remains of the temple (first built in AD 240) were discovered. In 1954 the 

stones were dismantled and between 1956 and 1962 they were kept in a 

builders’ storage yard, before being returned to the site and incorporated 

into the first reconstruction in 

Queen Victoria Street (right). 

This was inaccurate, was made 

from inauthentic materials, and 

was in the wrong place. 

In 2004, following a desk-based 

assessment, the Corporation of 

London issued a design brief to 

salvage the Roman material and 

reuse it in a new reconstruction. 

From 2005 evaluation trenches 

exposed surviving masonry, foundations, and remains at the east end of the 

temple, and in 2010 Bloomberg acquired the site. Between 2011 and 2012 

the first reconstruction in Queen Victoria Street was dismantled using 

diamond-tipped chainsaws and the stones moved into storage. 

By 2014, the process of creating a new reconstruction – to be as authentic 

as possible – was moving forward, driven by Jane Sidell, Kathryn Stubbs 

and Sophie Jackson, and by late 2017 construction was complete. 
 

Londinium in a new light: the making of the London 

Mithraeum/Bloomberg SPACE 

Louise Fowler, MOLA 

One of the challenges facing the team was how to recreate the Mithraeum’s 

past in today’s environment, since the 1962 reconstruction had been so 

unsatisfactory. Bloomberg’s architects made the necessary space available, 

and stairs were built going from the present ground level down through 



  14 
 

time into a mezzanine space with interactive screens. A short staircase led 

down into the temple. The presentation of the new reconstruction was 

enhanced by sophisticated lighting, and the missing stone columns of the 

temple have been recreated as columns of light. 

Meanwhile, at ground level, some 600 of the 14,000 registered finds are on 

display in a vertical case, and there is an interactive element to viewing: 

visitors can use Bloomberg-provided tablets (how appropriate!) to access 

detailed information about the artefacts. 

Richard Gilpin 
 

**************** 

Votes for Women 

Readers of the Newsletter tend to be very well informed, and it will not 

have escaped their notice that 6 February 2018 saw the 100th anniversary 

of the day on which Royal Assent was given to the 1918 Representation 

of the People Act. Before this, no women were entitled to vote, and many 

men who were abroad fighting for their country had lost their right to 

vote. Clause 4 of the Act extended voting rights to women over 30 years 

old who were property owners or who were married to property owners, 

which meant that in order to be able to vote in parliamentary elections, a 

woman or her husband had to occupy a house, land or premises valued at 

no less than £5. About 22% of women who would otherwise have been 

eligible by age were disenfranchised by this property condition. It was not 

until March 1928 that the vote was given to all women on the same terms 

as it was given to men. 

The significance of the 1918 Representation of the People Act is being 

marked by the Museum of London in a special eleven months long Votes 

for Women display. A number of personal and iconic objects from the 

Museum’s unique Suffragettes collection can be seen in glass cases; these 

are linked to Emmeline Pankhurst, Winefride Rix, Kitty Marshall, Louise 

Eates and Janie Terrero. At the heart of the display there is a continuous 

screening of a newly commissioned film that highlights the individual 
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commitment and courage of lesser known Suffragettes; it also reflects on 

the contemporary relevance of the militant campaign that continues to 

inspire, shock and divide opinion. 

The ten-minute film is on an ultra wide video screen (previous page), and 

includes many old photographs that have been cleverly reworked into 

dynamic moving images. Bench seating is provided so that visitors can 

view the film all the way through without having to stand. 

Votes for Women opened on 2 February and continues to 6 January 2019. 
 

**************** 

Stretchers reused as fencing 

Not many people know this, but many metal fences in south London were 

originally stretchers used to carry thousands of injured civilians in the 

Blitz. These incredible ‘stretcher fences’, which can be found on estates 

in Oval, Brixton, 

Deptford, Peckham, are at 

risk of being ripped down 

and replaced. Local 

historians say however 

that thousands of 

Londoners walk right by 

them without realising 

they have such a 

fascinating history. A lot 

of them badly need some 

conservation or councils 

will have to replace them, and campaigners from the Stretcher Railing 

Society hope to raise awareness of the fences, so that they can be 

conserved and commemorated with plaques. It’s relatively easy to tell if a 

fence was once used as a stretcher. If it’s a stretcher fence, it will have 

two indents on each end (above); these were originally used to raise the 

stretcher slightly off the ground. 
 

**************** 

City of London Graveyards waking up after decades of neglect 

The City of London and the Bishop of London’s office have a announced 

a joint proposal to improve the surroundings of the city’s 55-plus 

churches over the next ten years. While numerous guide books and other 

publications have been produced on the architectural history and 

archaeology of these churches, their surroundings have received much 

less attention. Within the City of London disused cemeteries make up 

4.35 hectares of the public open-space (13.6% of the total area). These 

scattered sites have considerable amenity value as ‘green’ and ‘tranquil’ 

havens. For the first time the future management and interpretation of this 
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unique group of archaeological sites are being assessed on a group basis – 

a great improvement on the previous ad-hoc approach. 

Bruce Watson 
 

**************** 

Museum of London’s volunteers visit Smithfield 

In addition to the members of staff who are employed by the Museum of 

London, there are hundreds of volunteers without whose help it would 

struggle to provide its services to the public. In mid-October it hosted an 

evening at which it recognised the debt that it owes to such people, and was 

joined by Brian Marsh, OBE, who presented the Marsh Awards for Museum 

of London Volunteers for the fifth year. This year’s winners were: 

Volunteer of the Year: Claire Madge; Young Volunteer of the Year: 

George Rutter; and Volunteer Team of the Year: The Delivering the Past 

Collective. 

As a special treat for its volunteers, the Museum offered them an 

opportunity to visit the West Smithfield site to which it will be moving in 

the early 2020s. 

Your Editor, who has been a volunteer at the Museum since 2001, 

accepted this offer with alacrity, and on 6 November was to be found 

inside the old General Market donning hi-vis waistcoat, steel-tipped boots 

and hard hat. Along with about 

twenty others (left), he was 

shown around the derelict 

buildings by Kate Sumnall, 

Community Archaeologist at 

the Museum, who explained 

the basic topography of the 

site, and how it relates to the 

Fleet river. The West 

Smithfield site is on the east 

bank of the Fleet which, until being forced underground, ran from north 

to south on its way to join the Thames. The site therefore slopes 

downwards from north to south, and also from east to west. 

She continued by giving an outline of the history that Smithfield has had. 

Up to the late 14
th

 century, live animals were driven into the City of 

London for slaughter, but in 1381 the City authorities banned this activity 

within the walls, and the market moved to Smithfield. The name of 

Cowcross Street is a reminder of this time. The presence of the open air 

livestock market drew traders selling diverse goods to the crowds, and the 

market was a great success. Eventually it moved under cover, and in the 

19
th
 century it was decided that live animals were no longer appropriate. 

They were moved to Islington, the Smithfield area was cleared and 

cleaned, and the market’s permanent buildings were constructed. 

http://www.marshchristiantrust.org/award/marsh-volunteer-award-with-the-museum-of-london/
http://www.marshchristiantrust.org/award/marsh-young-volunteer-award-with-the-museum-of-london/
http://www.marshchristiantrust.org/award/marsh-volunteer-team-award-with-the-museum-of-london/
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The first building to be completed was the Meat Market in the 1860s; this 

was followed by the Poultry Market in 1875, the General Market in 1883, 

and the Fish Market in 1887. The General Market, where the volunteers’ 

tour started, was originally designed for the sale of fruit and vegetables, 

but by the time it was completed in 1883 it opened as a fish market. Only 

six years later it was turned into an extension of the meat market. 

The volunteers were then taken beneath the General Market, only to 

discover that Crossrail workers were currently rather busy down there, 

and that Thameslink trains were rushing past within metres. In this 

basement area there are vast piles of salt, originally used as a 

preservative; this is a significant problem that the Museum and its 

architects will have to resolve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Returning to the surface, the next building to be visited was the Fish 

Market which, in order to fit in with the medieval street plan, is of a 

somewhat odd shape. A spiral staircase, negotiated by torchlight, took us 

down to a succession of huge spaces with high ceilings (above). These are 

of relatively recent construction, and must represent an exciting 

opportunity for the Museum. 

In general terms the buildings are currently in a terrible state and 

suffering from huge amounts of damage and rot. A great deal of work 

will be needed just to make them safe, and they will then need to be 

modified in order to transform them from a derelict market into a modern, 

world-class museum. 

Richard Gilpin 
 

 

 

BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 
 

New publication on London’s waterfront 

In April Archaeopress published London’s Waterfront 1100–1666 by John 

Schofield, Lyn Blackmore and Jacqui Pearce with Tony Dyson. This is the 

largest waterfront report from London published so far, and it can be 

downloaded free or a printed copy purchased at a discount. Here is the 

account of the medieval and Tudor waterfronts and their buildings 
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excavated on four sites in Thames Street in 

1974–84, including Billingsgate. Highlights 

include an analysis of the Billingsgate 

trumpet, the only known example of a 

medieval straight trumpet from Europe; and 

among burials at St Botolph Billingsgate 

church, the bones of a man thought to be John 

Reynewell, mayor of the City in 1426–7. Here 

are the contexts in which over 2000 of the 

artefacts already published in the Medieval 

finds catalogues were found. 

The text (500+ pages) can be downloaded free 

of charge from the Open Access area of the 

Archaeopress website, http://bit.ly/2pcVAsl. A 

hardback copy of the printed text costs £90, but there is an offer to LAMAS 

members: £75, i.e. £15 off, plus free postage. To get this email 

info@archaeopress.com and quote ‘SCHOFIELD’. The offer will expire at 

the end of July 2018. 
 

**************** 

BOOKS IN BRIEF 
 

The Museum of London’s pewter collection 

After several years of committed labour the Museum of London now has 

a catalogue of its pewter collection, which is the largest in the public 

domain. The book provides new evidence on the London pewter trade, 

new evidence for makers and owners, and some topographical 

references. It is published by the Pewter Society and copies can be 

obtained for £20.00 from John Bank (johnstephenbank@btinternet.com), 

who is the publication officer for the Pewter Society. 
 

The Friaries of Medieval London, From Foundation to Dissolution 

This book, by Nick Holder, with contributions from Ian M. Betts, Jens 

Röhrkasten, Mark Samuel, and Christian Steer, is described as ‘a lavishly 

illustrated account of the buildings of the friars in the middle ages, 

bringing them vividly to life’. Nick Holder is an historian and 

archaeologist at English Heritage and the University of Exeter, who has 

written extensively on medieval and early modern London. 

The Friaries of Medieval London is published at £50.00 by Boydell & 

Brewer Ltd (www.boydellandbrewer.com). Discounts may be available 

on application. 
 

'No cause to mourne though here he lye': 

Funerary Monuments in London c. 1000 to 1666 
Written by Philip Whittemore, this book examines examples of funerary 

mailto:johnstephenbank@btinternet.com
http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/
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monuments from simple grave markers to elaborate tombs produced for 

London's city and monastic churches and Old St Paul's Cathedral. Copies, 

priced at £15.00 plus £3.70 p&p, are available from the author at 16 

Colne Road, Winchmore Hill, London, N21 2JD. 
 

First stop north of Londinium: 

the archaeology of Roman Enfield and its Roadline Settlement 

This book by Martin J Dearne with Geoffrey Gillam and Roger Dormer 

gives a comprehensive account and analysis of what is known of the 

roadline settlement, its local context and the significance of roadline 

settlements around Londinium. Copies, priced at £35.00 plus £3.50 p&p, 

are available from the Enfield Archaeological Society via its website 

(www.enfarchsoc.org). 
 

Roman Britain: the Frontier Province 

During a distinguished academic career Mark Hassall, Emeritus Reader in 

Roman Archaeology at the UCL Institute of Archaeology, has published 

extensively on Roman Britain. This collection of studies in the history of 

Roman Britain based on the documentary sources brings together twenty 

of his most significant articles, encompassing early and later military 

history, the frontier and the province; it includes subjects such as the 

army, administration, towns, religion, education and trade.   

Published by the Hobnob Press, copies priced at £18.00 can be obtained 

from Dr John Chandler (john@hobnobpress.co.uk). 

 

Uncivilised Genes 

Written by Gustav Milne, Project Leader of CITiZAN (the Coastal and 

Intertidal Zone Archaeological Network), this book looks back to our 

prehistoric past in order to suggest a richer future for mankind. Milne 

offers insights to enhance our collective and individual health and 

prosperity, drawing on archaeological evidence and anthropological 

studies of contemporary hunter-gatherer societies. Published by 

Independent Thinking Press, copies, priced at £12.99 are available from 

bookstores or from www.independentthingpress.com. 
 

 

Events and Exhibitions 
 

Shipbuilding on the Thames 

This conference, the seventh in a successful series of symposia looking at the much 

neglected subject of shipbuilding on the Thames, is being organised by the Docklands 

History Group. It will be held on Saturday 11 May from 9.45am to 5.25pm in the 

Weston Theatre, Museum of London, London Wall, London EC2 5HN. Further 

information and booking details can be found on the Group’s website: 

www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 
 

 

mailto:john@hobnobpress.co.uk
http://www.independentthingpress.com/
http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/
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Fatberg! 

In the nineteenth century Sir Joseph Bazalgette built the network of intercepting 

sewers underneath the capital that have carried Londoners’ waste products away. 

What he could not have foreseen was the impossible strain that today’s waste would 

place on his construction. An example of this was a monster fatberg that was 

discovered under Whitechapel in September 2017. Thames Water had the unenviable 

job of breaking it up and bringing the sewer back into use. The only remaining piece 

of the fatberg, which became a global celebrity, is part of a display at the Museum of 

London until 1 July 2018. The message from Thames Water and the Museum is, to 

keep our sewers clean, Don’t Feed Fatbergs! 

 

Roman Dead 

Roman Dead is an exhibition about death and burial in Roman London. It explores 

where and how Roman Londoners buried their dead and what we can learn about 

people from their burials. Displays, including human remains, will look at funerary 

rituals and beliefs and burial practices in London 2,000 years ago. Roman Dead will be 

at the Museum of London Docklands from 25 May to 28 October 2018. 
 

 

AFFILIATED SOCIETY MEETINGS 
 

Acton History Group 

Lectures are on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall, 

The Mount, admission £2. Contact Secretary David Knights, 30 Highlands Avenue, 

Acton W3 6EU (020 8992 8698); email: info@actonhistory.co.uk; website: 

www.actonhistory.co.uk 
 

13 June 2018 

AGM and On the Allotment, Reminiscence Roadshow 
 

 

Barking and District Historical Society 

Meetings held on Mondays at 7.45pm at Harp House, 16 Helmore Road (off Goodey 

Road), Barking, and IG11 9PH. Free to members. £1.50 to non-members. 

Telephone 020 8597 7210. 

email: barkinghistorical@hotmail.com; website: www.barkinghistory.co.uk 
 

14 May 2018 

AGM followed by Quiz 
 

4 June 2018 

Dick Turpin: fact and fiction, Georgina Green 
 

 

Barnes and Mortlake History Society 
Meetings are held on Thursdays at St Mary’s Parish Church, Barnes, at 8pm.  The 

meetings are free for members (£2 for visitors).  For further details please contact the 

Hon. Secretary on 020 8878 3756 or visit us at www.barnes-history.org.uk 
 

 

Barnet Museum and Local History Society 

All meetings are held in Church House, Wood Street, Barnet at 3pm on Mondays 

(opposite the Museum). Lectures are free for members (£3 for visitors). Contact 

Barnet Museum, 31 Wood Street, Barnet EN5 4BE (020 8440 8066) or visit: 

www.barnetmuseum.co.uk for more information. 

mailto:barkinghistorical@hotmail.com
http://www.barnes-history.org.uk/
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Bexley Archaeological Group 

All meetings are held at Bexley and Sidcup Conservative Club, 19 Station Road, 

Sidcup, Kent, DA15 7EB, 8.00pm for 8.15pm start, and excavations are carried out at 

the weekends (Mar-Nov).  For further information contact the Chairman, Mr Martin 

Baker, 24 Valliers Wood Road, Sidcup, Kent DA15 8BG (020 8300 1752); email: 

martinrbaker@btinternet.com; website: www.bag.org.uk 
 

17 May 2018 

A Possible Weir and Flash Lock at the Lea at Pudding Mill Lane, David Sankey 
 

19 July 2018 

The Street Hawkers of Early Modern London, Charlie Taverner 
 

 

Brentford and Chiswick Local History Society 

The society meets at the Chiswick Memorial Club, Afton House, Bourne Place, 

Chiswick W4, starting at 7.30pm, on the 3
rd

 Monday in the month, from September to 

May inclusive. For further information please contact the Hon. Secretary, Stephen 

Hine, 153 Linkfield Road, Isleworth, Middlesex, TW7 6QN or visit: 

www.brentfordandchiswicklhs.org.uk 
 

 

Bromley Borough Local History Society 

The Society meets once a month from September to July, usually on the first Tuesday 

of the month. Meetings are held at 7.45pm in the Small Hall at the Trinity United 

Reformed Church, on the corner of Freelands Road and Upper Park Road in Bromley. 

The post code is BR1 3AQ. The Society’s website is: www.bblhs.org.uk 
 

1 May 2018 

Secret Chislehurst, Joanna Friel 
 

5 June 2018 

The history of Spitalfields and the impact of the Huguenots in London and Kent, 

John Halligan 
 

3 July 2018 

Some less well known residents of Keston, Tudor Davies 
 

4 September 2018 

Members’ Evening - a chance to contribute a talk, a display or anything else, big or 

small, with a local historical connection. Please advise Mike Marriot -  in advance if 

possible - if you wish to take an active part, particularly if you need any display 

equipment. 
 

 

Camden History Society 

The society normally meets at 7.30pm on the 3
rd

 Thursday of each month, except 

August. Venues vary; non-members welcome (£1). For further information please 

contact the Hon. Secretary, Mrs Jane Ramsay (020 7586 4436) or visit: 

www.camdenhistorysociety.org 
 

17 May 2018 

Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre, Holborn Library 

This vexed question: 500 years of women in medicine, Kristin Hussey 

http://www.bag.org.uk/
http://www.camdenhistorysociety.org/
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5 July 2018 

Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre, Holborn Library 

The Jewel in the Post-War Crown: a Retrospective for the 70th Anniversary of 

the NHS, Kevin Brown 
 

 

Camden New Town History Group 

Camden New Town is north of Camden Town, in the London Borough of Camden. 

Meetings of this group of local residents are generally held on the 3
rd

 Wednesday of 

each month at the Irish Centre in Camden Square. 

email: maillist@camdennewtown.info; website: www.camdennewtown.info 
 

 

Chadwell Heath Historical Society 

Meetings are held at 7.30pm from September to June. All meetings are held at the 

Baptist Church Hall, High Road, Chadwell Heath, RM6 6PP. Visitors welcome £2 pp. 

Enquiries: 020 8590 4659/020 8597 7210; email: chadwellheathhistsoc@hotmail.com 
 

15 May 2018 

Gad's Hill Place, Dickens's Little Kentish Freehold, Ann Carter 
 

19 June 2018 

The History of the Chelsea Flower Show, Kathy Lancaster 
 

 

City of London Archaeological Society  

Lectures are normally on the third Friday in every month and take place at St Olave’s 

Hall, Mark Lane, London EC3R 7BB. Doors open 6.30pm for 7pm start, followed by 

light refreshments and an opportunity to socialise.  Non-members are welcome to 

attend lectures but are asked to make a £3 contribution to expenses. For further 

information see www.colas.org.uk; email: mail@colas.org.uk 
 

18 May 2018 

Septimius Severus: First Hammer of the Scots, Simon Elliott 
 

 

Docklands History Group 

The Docklands History Group meets on the first Wednesday of each month, except 

January, at the Museum of London Docklands, West India Quay, Hertsmere Road, 

E14 4AL. Meetings start at 5.30 for 6pm and finish at 8pm. Visitors are welcome (£2). 

For further details see: www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 
 

2 May 2018 

Telling the Story of an East End Family at War, Jane Cox 
 

6 June 2018 

DP World London Gateway, Matt Abbott 
 

4 July 2018 

Annual General Meeting followed by The Thames Fisheries, Roger Williams 
 

1 August 2018 

Walk Actors, Oarsmen and Artists - Historic Hammersmith with Diane Burstein. 

http://www.camdennewtown.info/
mailto:chadwellheathhistsoc@hotmail.com
http://www.colas.org.uk/
mailto:mail@colas.org.uk
http://www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk/
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Meet outside the main entrance of Hammersmith tube (District and Piccadilly Line) 

Hammersmith Broadway exit by the “Etcetera” sculpture of three men at 6pm. The 

tour finishes near to Stamford Brook station on the District Line. 
 

 

East London History Society 

All meetings are held at Latimer Congregational Church Hall, Ernest Street, E1 unless 

otherwise stated. Ernest Street is between Harford Street and White Horse Lane, off 

Mile End Road (opposite Queen Mary and Westfield College). Meetings start at 

7:30pm. The nearest underground stations are Mile End and Stepney Green. Buses: 

25, 205, 339 to Queen Mary College and D6, D7, 277, 323, 339, 425 to Mile End 

Station. 
 

17 May 2018 

The Streets of London. The Booth Notebooks East, Jess and Mike Stone 
 

 

East Surrey Family History Society 

The Croydon branch of the Society meets on the 3rd Tuesday of month, except April, 

August and December, in the small hall of the East Croydon United Reformed Church, 

Addiscombe Grove, Croydon, CR0 5LP. Meetings start at 8.00pm. 
 

15 May 2018 

History of Penge, Nick Barber 
 

19 June 2018 

Croydon High Street and my experiences on "Who Do You Think You Are?", 

Carol Roberts 
 

17 July 2018 

Street Children, Judy Davies 
 

The Richmond branch meets on the 2nd Saturday of alternate months in Vestry 

House, 21 Paradise Road, Richmond-upon-Thames, TW9 1SA. Meetings start at 

2.30pm. 
 

12 May 2018 

Successes and Failures 
 

14 July 2018 

Every night’s Saturday: a concise history of Music Hall, Peter Charlton 
 

The Southwark branch meets on the 2nd Monday of alternate months at 12 noon 

(except December, no meeting) Doors open 11.30am Southwark Local History 

Library, 211 Borough High Street, SE1 1JA. 
 

13 August 2018 

Kentish hopping, as experienced by residents of Southwark, Lisa Soverall 
 

The Sutton branch meets on the 1st Thursday of each month at St. Nicholas’s Church 

Hall, Robin Hood Lane, Sutton, SM1 2RG. Meetings start at 8.00pm. 
 

3 May 2018 

Gravestones, monuments and Memorials, Elizabeth Owen 
 

 

http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/suttonmap.htm
http://www.eastsurreyfhs.org.uk/suttonmap.htm
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7 June 2018 

Business records for family story, Eric Probert 
 

5 July 2018 

Women on the home front WW1, Ian Porter 
 

 

Edmonton Hundred Historical Society 

Talks are free to members (£1 for visitors), and are held at Jubilee Hall, 2 Parsonage 

Lane, Enfield; at the All Saints Church Hall, Church Street, Edmonton N9 and at 

Bruce Castle, Lordship Lane, Tottenham N17. Further details from Enfield Local 

Studies Centre & Archive, Thomas Hardy House, 39 London Road, Enfield EN2 6DS 

(020 8379 2839); email: info@edmontonhundred.org.uk;  website: 

http://n21.net/edmonton-hundred-historical-society.html 
 

16 May 2018, 7.45 for 8.00pm, Jubilee Hall 

Copped Hall: Restoration of a Georgian Mansion, Vic Knope 
 

27 June 2018, 7.30 for 8.00pm, Bruce Castle 

Joint Meeting with Friends of Bruce Castle 
 

6 July 2018, 7.45 for 8.00pm, Jubilee Hall 

Joint Meeting with Enfield Archaeological Society 

Geoffrey of Monmouth’s London from New Troy to Lud’s Town, John Clark 
 

 

The Eltham Society 

Public talks cost £2 to non-members but are free to members, unless stated otherwise. 

Admittance is only allowed if there is room in the hall. All local public walks are free 

(entrance fees have to be paid though). The non-public events are only open to Eltham 

Society members. Contact: Monica Horner. 

email: contact@theelthamsociety.org.uk; website: www.theelthamsociety.org.uk 
 

 

Enfield Archaeological Society 

Meetings are held at the Jubilee Hall, junction of Chase Side and Parsonage Lane, 

Enfield, starting at 8.00pm (doors open at 7.30pm). Visitors: £1 per person. For further 

information please contact Ms Val Mundy, 88 Gordon Hill, Enfield, EN2 0QS. Email 

valmunday@hotmail.com, website: www.enfarchsoc.org 
 

 

Friends of Bruce Castle Museum and Park 

Evening talks are last Wednesday of the month, 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Munch and 

Listen talks are on the 4
th

 Monday of the month, 12.00pm for 12.15pm start. Talks are 

free and open to all (tea/coffee is available for a small charge). All meetings are held at 

Bruce Castle Museum, Lordship Lane, Tottenham, N17 8NU. Details of the 

programme are available from www.haringey.gov.uk/brucecastlemuseum or the FoBC 

Secretary at Bruce Castle Museum (020 8808 8772). Car park on site. 
 

 

Friends of Hackney Archives 

Meetings, talks and walks are arranged from time to time. For information about the 

activities of Friends of Hackney Archives, email: archives@hackney.gov.uk; Friends’ 

website, listing events etc: www.hackneyhistory.org; telephone: 020 7241 2886. 
 

mailto:info@edmontonhundred.org.uk
mailto:contact@theelthamsociety.org.uk
http://www.theelthamsociety.org.uk/
http://www.enfarchsoc.org/
mailto:archives@hackney.gov.uk
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Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery 

For information about the activities of Friends of Kensal Green Cemetery, email: 

fokgc@hotmail.com; website: www.kensalgreen.co.uk 

The Friends of Kensal Green offer a two-hour introductory tour of the cemetery every 

Sunday from the beginning of March to the end of October, and the first and third 

Sunday only in November, December, January and February. Tours begin at 14:00 

from the Anglican Chapel in the centre of the grounds, and finish around two hours 

later with tea and biscuits at the Dissenters’ Chapel, adjacent to Ladbroke Grove. 

There is no need to book regular Sunday tours, except for groups of more than ten. A 

suggested donation of £7 per person (concessions £5) helps the Friends to restore 

monuments, study the cemetery and attract visitors to Kensal Green. 
 

 

Friern Barnet and District Local History Society 

Meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday of each month (no meetings in July and 

August) at The North Middlesex Golf Club, The Manor House, Friern Barnet Lane, 

Whetstone N20 0NL, starting at 7.45pm for 8.00pm. Non-members are welcome (£2). 

Refreshments are available. Email: friern-barnethistory@hotmail.co.uk; website: 

www.friern-barnethistory.org.uk. For further details contact David Berguer on 020 

8368 8314. 
 

23 May 2018 

Annual General Meeting followed by The Regent’s Canal, Roger Squire 
 

27 June 2018 

In the Footsteps of the Famous in Barnet, Paul Baker 
 

 

Fulham & Hammersmith Historical Society 

There is usually a talk or a visit once a month. Visits are made to places of historic 

interest both within and outside the borough at varying times. For information about 

the activities of Fulham and Hammersmith Historical Society, visit the Society’s 

website: https://fhhs.wprdpress.com 
 

 

Harefield History Society  
Meetings are held at the Park Lane Village Centre, Park Lane, Harefield UB9 6BJ at 

8.00pm on the fourth Monday of the month from September to May. Outings and 

other events are also arranged. Website: http://harefieldhistorysociety.webplus.net 
 

21 May 2018 

AGM followed by refreshment and a showing of the Canal Walk DVD 
 

 

Hayes and Harlington Local History Society 

Most meetings are held at Botwell Green Library, Leisure Centre, East Avenue, Hayes 

UB3 3HW at 7.30pm. The library closes to the public at 7pm and you are advised to 

arrive by 7.25pm for admittance and guidance to the first floor meeting room. Non-

members are welcome. Further information from Mr Robin Brown, 107 Wentworth 

Crescent, Hayes, Middlesex UB3 1NP (020 8848 7959); 

email: hayescanal@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

 

mailto:fokgc@hotmail.com
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_tours.html
http://www.kensalgreen.co.uk/documents/KG_location.html
mailto:friern-barnethistory@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.friern-barnethistory.org.uk/
http://harefieldhistorysociety.webplus.net/
mailto:hayescanal@hotmail.co.uk
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Hendon & District Archaeological Society 

Lectures are held on Tuesdays at 8.00pm at Stephens House & Gardens (formerly 

Avenue House), 17 East End Road, Finchley N3 3QE. Buses 82, 125, 143, 326 & 460 

pass close by, and it is five to ten minutes’ walk from Finchley Central Station 

(Northern Line).  Non-members welcome (£1.00). Tea/coffee and biscuits follow the 

talk. For further information, see the website: www.hadas.org.uk 
 

8 May 2018 

The archaeology of World War One, Mark Smith 
 

12 June 2018 

Annual General Meeting 
  

 

Hornsey Historical Society 

Lecture meetings are held on the 2
nd

 Wednesday of every month at the Union Church 

Hall, corner of Ferme Park Road and Weston Park, starting at 8.00pm. A donation of 

£2.00 is requested from non-members. Refreshments are available from 7:40 pm. The 

doors close at 8:00 pm and latecomers are not admitted. For further information please 

ring The Old Schoolhouse (020 8348 8429); write to the Society at 136 Tottenham 

Lane N8 7EL; website: www.hornseyhistorical.org.uk 
 

9 May 2018 

Medieval Pilgrim Badges, Keith Fawkes 
 

13 June 2018 

The Deer Park of the Bishops of London in Highgate,  Malcolm Stokes 
 

11 July 2018 

The Old Schoolhouse 

AGM and Social Evening 
 

 

Hounslow & District History Society 

Meetings are held on Tuesdays at the United Reformed Church Hall, Chapel Road, 

Hounslow, TW3 1UL, starting at 7.45pm, non-members £2.00. For further details 

contact Andrea Cameron (020 8570 4264) or Liz Mammatt (020 3302 4036). 

Website: www.hounslowhistory.org.uk 
 

 

Islington Archaeology & History Society 

Meetings are held on Wednesdays at 7.30pm at Islington Town Hall, Upper Street N1. 

A donation of £1 is requested from non-members. Enquiries: 020 7833 1541; website: 

www.islingtonhistory.org.uk 
 

16 May 2018 
The Arvon Road allotments, Kerry Platman 
 

21 June 2018 at 7.00pm 

AGM and talk (to be confirmed) 
 

 

Kent Archaeological Rescue Unit 

Crofton Roman Villa, Orpington, BR6 8AF. Telephone: 01689 860939. Email: 

crofton.roman.villa@gmail.com. Website: http://cka.moon-demon.co.uk 
 

http://www.hornseyhistorical.org.uk/
https://hornseyhistorical.org.uk/event/deer-park-bishops-london-highgate/
http://www.hounslowhistory.org.uk/
http://www.islingtonhistory.org.uk/
mailto:crofton.roman.villa@gmail.com
http://cka.moon-demon.co.uk/


  27 
 

 

Kingston upon Thames Archaeological Society 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month at 8pm at Surbiton Library 

Halls Ewell Road, Surbiton. Visitors will be asked for a donation of £2 towards 

expenses. Enquiries to Hon Secretary KUTAS, 21 Duffins Orchard, Brox Road, 

Ottershaw, Surrey, KT16 0LP, email kutas.archaeology@gmail.com, website: 

www.kingstonarchaeology.org 
 

10 May 2018 

Update on Recent Excavations, Rebecca Lambert 
 

14 June 2018 

The Tudor Mint at the Tower of London, Dr Justine Bayley 
 

12 July 2018 

A Treasure Trove of Amazing Richness, Dr Angela Evans 

(The influence of Sutton Hoo on late sixth and early seventh century jewellery) 
 

Sunday 12 August 2018 

A Walk around Ewell, Ian West 

Meet at St. Mary's Church at 2.00pm. Book nearer the time 
 

 

Lewisham Local History Society 

Meetings are held on Fridays at the Methodist Church Hall, Albion Way SE13 6BT, 

starting at 7:45pm unless otherwise stated. Visitors welcomed, donation of £1 invited. 

For further information please contact Gordon Dennington, 62 Park Hill Road, 

Bromley BR2 0LF; email: Gordondennington@hotmail.com; website:  

www.lewishamhistory.org.uk 
 

18 May 2018 

Dear Old Blighty, Mike Brown (book launch) 
  

25 May 2018 

The Restoration of the Painted Hall, Old Royal Naval College, Chris Richards 
  

29 June 2018 

Archibald Cameron Corbett: The Man and The Houses, Peter Rankin 
 

27 July 2018 

Croydon Airport: the golden era of air travel, John King 
 

 

London Natural History Society 

Indoor meetings usually consist of talks, slide shows or discussions. Most indoor 

meetings are held in Imperial College (off Exhibition Road), London SW7 2AZ. 

Visitors are welcome. A charge may be made on the door. For further information 

please visit website: www.lnhs.org.uk 
 

 

Merton Historical Society 

Meetings are held monthly from October until April, at 2.30pm on Saturday 

afternoons at Christ Church Hall, Colliers Wood. For further information please 

contact the Honorary Secretary, Mrs Rosemary Turner, 27 Burley Close, London 

http://www.kingstonarchaeology.org/
http://www.lewishamhistory.org.uk/
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SW16 4QQ; email: mhs@mertonhistoricalsociety.org.uk; website: 

www.mertonhistoricalsociety.org.uk. Walks and visits are held during the summer. 
 

Thursday 7 June 2018 

Wandle Walk with Mick Taylor 
 

Wednesday 18 July 2018 

Tour of Ham House with Charlotte Morrison 

Fee £15, £9 concessions: book with Bea Oliver on 020 8330 2002 
 

Wednesday 15 August 2018 

Walk round Kingston with Charlotte Morrison 

Fee £5: book with Bea Oliver on 020 8330 2002 
 

 

The Norwood Society 

Local history talks are held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 7.30pm at the Upper 

Norwood Library, Westow Hill SE19 1TJ. Entry is free, but a donation of £3 towards 

the cost of tea and homemade cakes would be much appreciated. For enquiries please 

contact Alun & Barbara Thomas (07784 941014); history@norwoodsociety.co.uk; 

 website: www.norwoodsociety.co.uk 
 

17 May 2018 

Gipsy Hill and Gipsy Road, Alun Thomas 
 

21 June 2018
 

Victorian Leisure and Pleasure, Ian Bevan 
 

15 July 2018
 

Walk: Grangewood Park and South Norwood, led by Stephen Oxford 
 

19 August 2018
 

Walk: Down Gipsy Hill led by Alun Thomas 
 

 

Orpington & District Archaeological Society 

Meetings are held in Christ Church (United Reformed), Tudor Way, Petts Wood, BR5 

1LH, on the first Wednesday of each month (except August and January) from 

8.00pm.  Non-members are welcome to attend, space permitting. For further 

information please contact Michael Meekums or Janet Clayton (020 8302 1572); 

website: www.odas.org.uk 
 

2 May 2018 

Ightham Parish, Jean Stirk 
 

6 June 2018 

Death of the Gods: From Paganism to Christianity in the Late Roman Period, 

Dr David Walsh 
 

4 July 2018 

Timber and Taxes: Excavations at the Old Custom House, Sugar Quay, City, 

Sadie Watson 
 

5 September 2018 

Peeking into the Past: A Glimpse of the Black Death at Smithfield, Don Walker 
 

http://www.mertonhistoricalsociety.org.uk/
mailto:history@norwoodsociety.co.uk
http://www.odas.org.uk/
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Pinner Local History Society 

All meetings start at 8.00pm. Main meetings take place in the Village Hall, Pinner. 

Visitors are welcome for a donation of £3.  For further information please contact: 

Mrs J Brooks, 224 The Ridgeway, North Harrow, Middlesex HA2 7DB (07980 

366845); website: www.pinnerlhs.org.uk 
 

3 May 2018 
AGM followed by West House: the families and servants who lived there, 

Jo Crocker 
 

7 June 2018 
Becoming Metroland: how the railways shaped Pinner, Oliver Green 

 

 

Potters Bar and District Historical Society 
Meetings are held in the 60 Plus Room, Wyllyotts Centre, Potters Bar, Herts, starting 

at 8.00pm prompt.  Visitors are welcome (admission £1).  For further details please 

visit the website: http://www.pottersbarhistory.uk 
 

24 May 2018 

Potters Bar in the Thirties (as I knew it!), Terry Goulding 
 

 

Richmond Archaeological Society 

All lectures take place on the 2nd Friday of every month at the Vestry Rooms, 

Paradise Road, Richmond, Surrey at 8:00pm, and are free to members. Non-members 

are welcome to attend by giving a donation. For further information please visit the 

website: www.richmondarchaeology.org.uk 
 

11 May 2018 

Bucklersbury to Bloomberg: Excavations on a site in the city of London 2, 

Jessica Bryan, followed by AGM 
 

9 June 2018 

Visit to Butser Ancient Farm 
 

 

Richmond Local History Society 

All meetings are held at Duke Street Church, Richmond, TW9 1DH at 8.00pm (coffee 

from 7.30pm). Visitors: £2.  Further information from the Secretary, Elizabeth Velluet 

(020 8891 3825); email: rich.hist@yahoo.co.uk; website: 

www.richmondhistory.org.uk 
 

21 May 2018 

AGM followed by Painting Plants with a Passion, Jack Andrews 
 

 

Rotherhithe and Bermondsey Local History Society 

Unless otherwise stated, meetings take place at the Time and Talents Settlement, The 

Old Mortuary, St Marychurch Street, Rotherhithe, SE16 4JD, and begin at 7.15pm. 

Non-members welcome for a donation of £2. For more information please visit 

www.rbhistory.org.uk 
 

 

 

http://www.pinnerlhs.org.uk/
http://www.richmondarchaeology.org.uk/
http://www.richmondhistory.org.uk/
http://www.richmondhistory.org.uk/wordpress/events/agm-andrews/
http://www.rbhistory.org.uk/
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Ruislip, Northwood and Eastcote Local History Society 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of the month from September to April, at 

8.15pm in St Martin’s Church Hall, High Street, Ruislip. Visitors are welcome (£2 

admission charge).  For further information, please contact the Society’s Programme 

Secretary on 01895 673299. 
 

 

Southgate District Civic Trust 

The Trust covers Southgate, New Southgate, Cockfosters, Palmers Green, Winchmore 

Hill and Hadley Wood. Open Meetings are held twice a year at the Walker Hall, 

Waterfall Road, Southgate, and Local History meetings are held five times a year at 

the Friends Meeting House, Church Hill, Winchmore Hill. Non-members are 

welcome. For further information, contact Colin Barratt (020 8882 2246); email 

info@southgatedistrictcivictrust.co.uk or visit www.southgatedistrictcivictrust.org.uk 
 

 

Southwark and Lambeth Archaeological Society 

Lectures are held monthly on the second Tuesday at 7.30pm at the Housing 

Cooperative, 106 The Cut SE1, (direct entrance from the raised walkway), almost 

opposite the Old Vic. Coffee or tea and biscuits are available from 7.00 pm. Visitors 

are welcome but are asked to contribute £1 towards expenses. For further details 

please contact Richard Buchanan, 79 Ashridge Crescent, Shooter’s Hill, London SE18 

3EA; email: RichardJBuchanan@aol.com. For enquiries please call 020 8764 8314. 
 

8 May 2018 

New Cut Housing Co-operative Hall 

Taverns, trade and daily life in 17th and 18th century Southwark, Jacqui Pearce 
 

 

Spelthorne Archaeology and Local History Group 

Unless otherwise stated, all meetings take place at the Methodist Church, Thames 

Street, Staines, and begin at 8.00pm.  Members free, non members welcome (£2 

please).  For further details please contact Nick Pollard (01932 564585); email: 

npollard@spelthornemuseum.org.uk; website: www.spelthornemuseum.org.uk 
 

10 May 2018 
Annual General Meeting at Spelthorne Museum 
 

 

Stanmore & Harrow Historical Society 

Meetings are held at the Wealdstone Baptist Church, High Road, Wealdstone, at 

8.00pm on Wednesdays, excluding July and August (visitors welcome at a charge of 

£3). For further information please contact The Secretary, info@Stanmore-Harrow-

Historical.org.uk; www.stanmore-harrow-historical.org.uk 
 

2 May 2018 

Annual General Meeting 
 

16 May 2018 

Greenhill, R Borman 
 

6 June 2018 

Policing in the 1950s, David Wass 
 

 

http://www.southgatedistrictcivictrust.org.uk/
mailto:RichardJBuchanan@aol.com
http://www.spelthornemuseum.org.uk/
http://www.stanmore-harrow-historical.org.uk/
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20 June 2018 

Popular British Singers of the 50s, Geoff Bowen 
 

 

Borough of Twickenham Local History Society 

Lectures are held at St Mary’s Church Hall, Church Street, Twickenham, at 8.00pm on 

the first Monday of each month from October to May. Guests are welcome (£2.50). 

For further information please visit our website: www.botlhs.co.uk 
 

14 May 2018 

AGM followed by a short film: The Last Trolleybuses from Fulwell Depot 
 

 

Uxbridge Local History and Archive Society 

All meetings take place at Christ Church, Redford Way (off Belmont Road), 

Uxbridge, starting at 7.30pm.  For further information please contact Mr K.R. Pearce, 

29 Norton Road, Uxbridge UB8 2PT; website: www.eddiethecomputer.co.uk/history 
 

15 May 2018 

Watts Hall 

AGM and Social Evening 
 

 

Walthamstow Historical Society 

Talks take place in the Large Hall in the Family Centre, St Gabriel's Church, Havant 

Road, Walthamstow E17 3JF (just off Wood Street.) at 7.45pm. For General enquiries 

please write to 55 Highfield Gardens, Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 3DB; email: 

whsenquiries@gmail.com; website: www.walthamstowhistoricalsociety.org.uk 
 

 

Wandsworth Historical Society 

Meetings held at the Friends’ Meeting House, Wandsworth High Street (opposite 

Town Hall) on the last Friday of the month at 8.00pm until 9.15pm (followed by tea 

and biscuits). For more information, visit the website: www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk 
 

 

West Drayton & District Local History Society 

Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month from September until May 

(excluding December) in St Martin’s Church Hall, Church Road, West Drayton, 

starting at 7.30pm.  For further information please contact Cyril Wroth (Programme 

Secretary), 15 Brooklyn Way, West Drayton UB7 7PD (01895 854597) or website: 

http://westdraytonlocalhistory.com 
 

 

Willesden Local History Society 

The Society meets on Wednesdays from September to June at 7.30pm in St Mary's 

Parish Centre, which is in Neasden Lane adjacent to the churchyard. For further 

information please contact the Secretary, Margaret Pratt, 51 West Ella Road, London 

NW10 9PT (020 8965 7230); website: www.willesden-local-history.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

The LAMAS Newsletter is printed by Catford Print Centre, 3 Bellingham Road, Catford, 

London SE6 4PY (telephone 020 8695 0101; 020 8695 0566)

http://www.eddiethecomputer.co.uk/history
mailto:whsenquiries@gmail.com
http://www.walthamstowhistoricalsociety.org.uk/
http://www.wandsworthhistory.org.uk/
http://westdraytonlocalhistory.com/
http://www.willesden-local-history.co.uk/
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London and Middlesex Archaeological Society 

Museum of London, 150 London Wall, London EC2Y 5HN 

Telephone: 020 7410 2228 Fax: 0870 444 3853 
 

 

President 

Taryn Nixon 

tn@tarynnixon.uk 

 

Chair of Council 

Harvey Sheldon (07821 646059) 

harveylsheldon@gmail.com 

112 Oglander Road 

London SE15 4DB 

 

Honorary Secretary and 

Honorary Publications Assistant 

Karen Thomas (020 7410 2228) 

kthomas@mola.org.uk 

c/o Museum of London Archaeology 

46 Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7ED 

 

Honorary Subscriptions and 

Membership Secretary 

Patricia Clarke (020 8866 1677) 

pat.a.clarke@btinternet.com 

22 Malpas Drive, Pinner 

Middlesex HA5 1DQ 

 

Honorary Director of Lecture Meetings 

Kathryn Stubbs (020 7332 1447) 

kathryn.stubbs@cityoflondon.gov.uk 

Honorary Treasurer 

Malcolm Mac Lellan 

lamas.treasury@gmail.com 

Flat B, 19 Hornsey Rise Gardens 

London N19 3PP 

 

Honorary Librarian 

Sally Brooks (020 7814 5588) 

sbrooks@museumoflondon.org.uk 

Museum of London 

150 London Wall 

London EC2Y 5HN 

 

Honorary Publicity Officer 

Florence Laino (07708588577) 

marketing@lamas.org.uk 

65 Speer Road, 

Thames Ditton, 

KT7 0PJ 

 

Honorary Editor, Newsletter 

Richard Gilpin (020 3774 6726) 

rhbg.lamas@gmail.com 

84 Lock Chase 

Blackheath 

London SE3 9HA 

 

Archaeological Research Committee 

Secretary 

Jon Cotton (020 8549 3167) 

joncotton56@gmail.com 

58 Grove Lane, Kingston upon Thames  

KT1 2SR 

 

Greater London Local History 

Committee Chair 

John Price 

j.price@gold.ac.uk 

 

Historic Buildings and Conservation 

Committee Chair 

Michael Nelles 

 MDRNelles@live.co.uk 

 

Publications Committee Chair 

and Reviews Editor, Transactions 

John Schofield (020 8741 3573) 

john@jschd.demon.co.uk 

2 Carthew Villas, London W6 0BS 

 

Production Editor, Transactions 

Trevor Brigham (01723 518400) 

bssjeb@bssjeb.karoo.co.uk 

 Summerfield Cottage, 

2 Mount Pleasant, 

Muston, N Yorks YO14 0EJ 

 

Honorary Archaeological Editor, 

Transactions 

Bruce Watson 

johnwatson111@talktalk.net 

 

Honorary History Editor, 

Transactions 

Graham Javes 

gajaves@yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:harveylsheldon@gmail.com
mailto:pat.a.clarke@btinternet
mailto:marketing@lamas.org.uk
mailto:rhbg.lamas@gmail.com
mailto:stephen.sherlock@ntlworld.com
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